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Sparks 


Spring Drive On 
Pratt Counts His Hudsons 
VC GMS 
Cameron’s Air Story 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 









GEORGE PRATT, left, tells the col- 
mnist Hudson expects a 6,670 March. 


NPRING HAS CAME! This was 


made official on the 20th inst. 
‘long with it came the first robin, 
he first violet, and the migratory 
vild geese quit their playing 
round in Florida. Sun-tanned, 
fs headed north on their spring 
ive, honk-honking as they flew, 
shich makes me feel inclined to 
vlieve that Mr. Klaxon got his 
fea for the electric horn from this 
eathery tribe. 
i * * &* 
FROM TIME immemorial the 
utomobile industry always has 
»ked upon the advent of spring 
the real opening of the selling 
ason and this year is no excep- 
on to the general rule. Which ex- 
lains why, at the present time, 
les managers of the automobile 
anufacturing companies are out 
the territory inspiring dealers 
is to the possibilities of retail busi- 
tess. In turn the dealers will start 
yorking on their prospects so that 
ss a result of the combined efforts 
f manufacturers and dealers there 
hould come a marked pickup in 
etail sales. Few can resist spring, 
entle spring, which always loosens 
he purse strings. Factories make 
noney, dealers make money and 
he customers get what they want 
-new cars — after successfully 
trangling their consciences and 
ver-spending the old budget — 
nebbe. 
| e ££ @ 
ONE OF the sales managers who 
’ out in the territory right now 
: George Pratt of Hudson, who 
bvered home ties last week and 
ow is honk-honking his inspira- 
tonal stuff to his distributors and 
fealers in 10 of the key cities. 
ratt left, gingered up by the new 
‘gures in his little black book, fig- 
res which show that in the week 
mding March 22 there was a 41 
ercent gain in Hudson sales over 
fhe previous week, and 10 percent 
ver the corresponding week a 
ear ago—the best start-of-spring 
elling ever recorded, George told 
ne. 
There still remained the last 
‘eek of March to be accounted for, 
ut on the face of the returns and 
nticipating a continuation of the 
ace of the third week, Hudson’s 
(Continued on Page 23, Col. 1) 
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U.S. Studies Drastic Action 
To Halt Defense Disputes 


Hoffman Seores 
Advocates of Cut 


In Car Production 


Cites Role of Industry in 
Economic Well-Being 
of the Nation 


On Dealer Front 


Mechanic training 
facilities go begging 
Idaho dealers fare well 
Arkansas, Louisiana dealers meet 3 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 


NEW YORK. — Although 


production of defense mate- 
rials is the principal effort of 
the automotive industry, pro- 


duction of passenger automo- 
biles also is a vital part of de- 
fense economy, it was empha- 


sized by Paul G. Hoffman, presi- 
dent of Studebaker Corp., in ad- 


dressing a meeting of 275 dealers 


and distributors at the Park Cen- 


tral hotel here Wednesday. 

“Studebaker is engaged in a vi- 
tal defense project, the making of 
aircraft engines,” HEZcffman said. 
“That is our foremost job and we 
will do it first. But we also hope 
to continue making cars, because 
cars are vital to our national 
economy. 

“To curtail the scope of automo- 
tive transportation would do a 
great amount of harm. The auto- 
mobile is no longer the lipstick of 
national existence; it is the life 
blood. Automotive transport is one 
of the biggest factors in defense 
economy, and we should feel dere- 
lict in our duty were we to neglect 
the output of motor vehicles. 

“Were any suggestions made that 
railway transportation be reduced, 
those who offered such proposals 
would be regarded as opposed to 
the welfare of the country. Yet 
there has been talk of cutting 
automobile output, when these ve- 
hicles registered 500,000,000,000 of 
travel miles last year. Furthermore, 
approximately 280,000,000,000 miles 
of this total was devoted to busi- 
ness.” 

Noting that advocates of curtail- 
ing car production had compared 
the present situation with that of 
the last war, Hoffman termed such 
reasoning unsound. 

“As an example,” he declared, 

(See ECONOMY, Page 23, Col. 5) 


Packard to Offer 
7 
New “41 Model in 
~ < 
‘Radical’ Styling 

DETROIT.—An entirely new 1941 
model will be introduced this week 
to dealers by Packard Motor Car 
Co. It will be called the Clipper 
and its debut was forecast in 
President Max Gilman’s report last 
week to his stockholders, in which 
he promised “the addition of a 
newly-styled Packard car to our 
line, which should represent a 
distinct departure from traditional 
Packard styling.” 

The Clipper, already in produc- 
tion, will be displayed to Packard’s 
Detroit dealers this week, follow- 
ing which there will be other meet- 
ings in other cities during the next 
fortnight. 

It is understood that the Clipper 
will be placed in the ’41 line just 
above the 120, giving Packard five 
different models for the present 
season. Those who have seen the 
Clipper agree with President Gil- 
man that it is a distinct departure 
from previous practice and sets a 
new style cycle for Packard. It is 
ultra - streamlined, low-hung and 
with an abbreviated Packard-type 


| radiator grille. 


SupplyTieup Ends, 
Lincoln to Reopen 


NLRB Decision Due Soon 
On CIO Bid for Election 
In Ford Plants 


On Labor Front 


N. J. truckers affected | 
by state wage-hour bill 

Stresses good sales personnel ... 20 

Rail express setup hit 11 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—While govern- 
ment officials were struggling 
to bring about settlements in 
defense plants throughout the 
nation, the automotive picture 
was cleared somewhat late Friday 
when a compromise between com- 
pany and union officials brought 
about an end to the three-week old 
Midland Steel Products Co. strike 
here. Union members were to meet 
Saturday afternoon for ratification 
of the agreement. 

Wage increases, it was under- 
stood, were granted by the com- 
pany in the settlement that will 
permit reopening of the Midland 
plant and resumption of operations 
at Lincoln Motor division. It would 
also avert the threatened curtail- 
ment of production at other di- 
visions of the industry supplied by 
Midland. 


Meanwhile, the NLRB hearing 
(See LABOR, Page 23, Col. 1) 


Texas Gov. Signs 
Truck Measure 


Increasing Loads 


AUSTIN, Tex.—The bill, permit- 
ting gross truck weights of 38,000 
pounds on the highways, having 
been passed by the legislature, was 
signed last week by Gov. W. Lee 
O’Daniel. 

The new bill will replace Texas’ 
10-year-old 7,000-pound net load 
limit, which in recent years has 
been widely violated and severely 
criticized. The new legislation will 
take effect immediately. 

Conceding defeat after weeks of 
controversy, opponents of the 
higher load limit prepared to push 
for relaxation of railroad laws in 
order to give the railroads a better 
opportunity to meet competition 
from motor transport companies. 

Sen. Clay Cotten of Palestine in- 
troduced a bill in the senate en- 


larging the charter powers of rail- 
(Continued on Page 14, Col. 1) 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 

1941 
Pos. 


eeeeeee 


eee eeeeee 


1940 

Pos. 
99,649— 1 
65,320— 2 
50,634— 8 
33,3877— 4 
24,593— 6 
21,526— 7 


Make 


1—115,712 Chevrolet 
2— 84,272 Ford 


8— 56,991 Plymouth 
4— 40,847 Buick 

5— 37,069 Pontiac 
6— 31,121 Oldsmobile 
7— 25,949 Dodge 25,114— 5 
8— 16,889 Chrysler 11,5448— 8 
9— 12,517 Studebaker 10,940— 9 
10— 11,089 Mercury 9,992—10 


Total All Makes 
481,078 393,902 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 





Automotive 


Washington 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—The informa- 
tion conveyed and emphasized in 
these dispatches for the past 
several weeks, namely, that or- 
ganized labor’s best friends in 
an overwhelmingly pro-union ad- 
ministration were finally fed up 
with the obstructionist tactics of 
power-seeking labor leaders, be- 
came first page news last week 
in every newspaper in the United 
States. 

Insiders at the National Cap- 
ital, in private talks with many 
responsible men and women, 
official and unofficial, had 
noted a growing impatience, an 
increasing sense of shock and 
frustration, at the refusal of 
certain labor bosses to put pa- 
triotism first. Particularly 
among the more idealistically 
inclined, this intransigeance 
was viewed first with incredul- 
ity, then with shocked amaze- 
ment, and latterly with bitter 
resentment. 

In no important quarter was 
there criticism of the sharp tele- 
gram sent by Messrs. Knudsen 
and Knox in connection with the 
Allis-Chalmers strike. Rather, the 
forthright action was praised as 
an essential step and one which 
foreshadows the action which the 
United States will take to insure 
its own defense. It bears out the 
advices contained here that every 
conciliatory effort will be made 
by the federal government to 
bring about mutually satisfactory 
settlements of differences, but 
that beyond a certain point bull- 
headedness simply will not be 
tolerated. 

That cannot be too often or too 
strongly emphasized. 

eg cd 


‘No Answer 


At Al’ 


MOST IMPORTANT straw-in- 
the-wind was Senator Norris’ 
letter to AFL and CIO chiefs, 
complaining of the huge fees ex- 
torted from defense labor by 
unions. The Nebraska solon is 
far-and-away labor’s best friend 
in Congress. AFL President 
Green replied to Norris in his 
usual circumlocutory fashion, ad- 
mitting nothing, promising every- 
thing — except a specific remedy 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 3) 
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Allis Union Defies 
OPM Work Order 


Bethlehem Strike Ends; 
U.S. Board Gets Data; 
Congress Riled 


On Defense Front 


Manufacturers group — 
oppose U. S. price control..... 1 
Steel capacity held sufficient.... 10 
“Jobs and the Jobless’’ editorial 4 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT. — Drastic gov- 
ernment action to halt the 
spreading defense-plant 
strikes, crippling the nation’s 
rearmament program, ap- 
peared imminent late Friday as 


the week brought these develop- 
ments: 
1 Defying a Knudsen-Knox de- 

mand that the nine-week strike 
end immediately and negotiate 
afterwards, Allis- Chalmers CIO 
members refused to return to work 
Friday in Milwaukee pending a 
decision by union leaders on a plan 
of action. The order was issued 
Thursday by OPM Director W. S. 
Knudsen and Navy Secretary 
Frank Knox after they had been 
informed by the Wisconsin Em- 
ployment Relations Board that the 
original strike vote was obtained 
through fraud. Company, which 
has $45,000,000 in vital defense or- 
ders, had the plant ready for op- 
eration Friday morning, but only a 
few hundred workers _ reported 
despite police protection. 

The four-day violent strike at 

Bethlehem Steel Corp.’s main 
plant in Bethlehem, Pa., was set- 
tled early Friday but CIO workers 
in two other Bethlehem plants 
(Lackawanna, N. Y., and Johns- 
town, Pa.) walked out in protest 
over local disputes. Bethlehem has 
defense contracts worth almost 
$1,000,000,000. 

Congressional leaders, boiling 

with indignation over defense 
disputes along with the rest of 
the nation, threatened Friday to 
enact restrictive strike legislation 
if action by the government’s 
executive branch does not prove 
effective. 


Hands tied by lack of power, 

President Roosevelt's new 
National Defense Mediation Board 
received its first task Friday when 

(See DEFENSE, Page 23, Col. 2) 





story on page two. 


NEWEST ENTRY in the fine-car field is Studebaker’s Sk way series. Designer 
Raymond Loewy borrowed from the sleek streamlining of the new Stratoliners in 
creating the new Studebaker. The car is available in the Studebaker Commander 
| Six and President Eight Cruising sedan and Land Cruiser body styles. 


See 
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SALES 


Record Sales Continue Under Defense Stimulus 


Retail Demand is Heavy 


For New, Used Cars, Trucks 


DETROIT. Stimulated by @e- 
fense spending and other factors, 
retail sales of new cars and trucks, 
as well as used cars, continue at 
record - breaking proportions 
throughout the nation. 

On this page are reports from 
various cities and from various car 
makers, indicating the sales trend. 

ag * * 

COLUMBUS, O.—At the rate new 
cars are being sold here, there is 
every indication that March will 


Nash Sales Near 
All - Time Mark 
For First Quarter 


DETROIT.—Reporting a contin- | 


ued sales rise during the first 20 
days of March, 
throughout the U. S. appeared to 
have clinched for themselves the 
best first quarter sales record in 
their history. 

According to W. A. Blees, general 


sales manager, Nash Motors divi- 


sion, the company’s sales from Jan. 
1 to March 20 total 20,002 units, 
nearly twice as great as sales dur- 
ing the comparable period of last 
year, when 10,711 cars were sold. 
This leaves the dealers only a 
few thousand units to go to break 


the all-time first quarter mark of | 


23,699 units set in 1929. Blees said. 


Domestic new car sales for the | 


first 20 days of March totaled 4,331 


units, as compared with 3,471 units | 


during the comparable period of 
last year, with used car sales show- 
ing a similar increase in volume. 


. He said that production for de- 'land” at a faster rate, and increas- 


|ing dependence on motor cars to 


fense in Nash plants is now up to 
schedule, and is progressing at a 
continually increasing rate of out- 
put. 


Defense Program 
Gives Stimulus to 


Salesin Seattle 
SEATTLE.—New car sales con. 


|month 


Nash __ dealers | 


| 231; 
| Dodge, 50; Ford, 79; Hudson, 14; 
|Mercury, 9; Nash, 23; Oldsmobile, 
|37; Packard, 4; Plymouth, 99; Pon- 





|‘motorized communities’ 


set a new high for the registration 
of motor vehicles. 

This opinion is based on the 
record for the first 20 days of 
March during which time the title 
department placed on record 1,202 
new passenger cars and 135 new 
trucks. 

New passenger car sales jumped 
from 430 units in the first 10 days 
of the month to 772 units in the 
second 10 days. On the basis of 
past experience, Deputy County 


|Clerk H. F. Foley anticipates that 


at least 800 additional new passen- 
ger car titles should be filed during 
the closing period of March which 
should bring the total for the 
in excess of 2,000 new car 
units. 

The previous high record was 
made in March, 1940, when 1,627 
such titles were registered, the 
number for the first 20 days of 
that month being 911 units. 

Sales of new cars by makes, 
made during the first 20 days of 
March follow: 


Buick, 90; Cadillac, 7; Chevrolet, 
Chrysler, 28; De Soto, 19; 


tiac, 53; Studebaker, 29. 


Plymouth Notes 
Big Upswing In 
Sales in March 


DETROIT.— Increased movement 
of American families “back to the 


transport the necessary manpower 
for decentralized U. S. industries, 


|are seen in a marked upswing this 
|year in the sales of new automo- 


biles. 
“Recent population trend away 


‘from the urban centers,” according 


to J. E. Bayne, general sales man- 
ager of Plymouth, “already has 
created more than 2,000 completely 
towns 


tinue at a speedy clip here, with|and cities of varying size depend- 
used cars also picking up momen-|ing entirely on motor cars for 


tum. This is natural in the wake 
of a sharp upturn of employment 
in defense and allied industries. 
Biggest January sales of new 
cars in the history of the industry 
is in the record in both Washing- 


ficial figures just released. Oregon's 


sales of 3,322 for that month was'! 


an increase of 26.5 percent and 
Washington’s of 3,939 was 23 per- 
cent ahead of the corresponding 
month of last year. February car 
sales in King county this year were 
1,722 compared to 1,002 last year. 
Truck sales showed a slight gain. 
February proved a good month, 
and March is rolling along nicely 
with dealers optimistic over the 
coming months. Trading is excep- 
tionally wild, this proving a 
in the ointment. 


Of fi cers Reelected 


CLEVELAN D—All directors of | 


Thompson Products, Inc., were re- 
elected at the annual meeting of share- 
holders. At the organization meeting 
of the board of directors following the 
annual meeting, officers were re- 
elected and, in addition, W. M. Al- 
baugh, formerly treasurer, was elected 
vice-president in charge of replace- 
ment divisions, and J. D. Wright, 


formerly secretary, was elected secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


| powerful 
“from the accelerated rate of new 
|car purchases by the public during 


ithe present month of March. Re- 
ton and Oregon, according to of-| ports 


— of any kind. 


“This trend receives new and 


impetus,” said Bayne, 


from our own_ dealers 
throughout the country, to cite a 
specific case, show that total Plym- 
outh passenger car and commercial 
jear sales for the week 
March 22 were 28.4 percent greater 
than the corresponding week a 
year ago, and 25.3 percent above 
the total volume for the week be- 
fore. 


| “Consistent increase in Plymouth 
|sales figures during the first three 
|months of 1941 indicate, beyond 
|question, that during this first 
|quarter, the public will have pur- 
| chased more new automobiles than 
|in any similar period since 1937. 
“Still further gain during the 
coming months, in total ownership 
of private vehicles, may be expected 
from the growing public reliance 


on automobiles as a sole means of 


transportation and the _ definite 


swing of population toward subur- 
latest 


ban areas, shown by the 
census figures.” 





LINCOLN DEALERS from the 


Dayton 


(O.) area participated in a 60-car 


Lincoln-Zephyr driveaway from Detroit last week. The group, photographed at 


the entrance of the 
row, left to right, EF. 
Dayton; C. E. Herr, Osborn, 0.3 


ayton Lincoln-Mercury distributor; L. it 
ee Cincinnati; Hull J. Hill, Xenia, O.; DeWitt Peffley, Dayton; 
Ross, Middletown. 


Chapple, Middletown, 0O.; R. H. 


Ford Rotunda in Dearborn includes the following: Front 
B. Ellis, Xenia, 0.; E. C. Steiner, Dayton; S. S. Ankeney, 
L. H. Mulhern, Dayton. Rear row, S. J. Burns, 


branch 
DeWitt 


E. Broaddus, Lincoln-Mercury 


ending 





NEW CONVERTIBLE models in two of its lines are announced by Nash. 
The cars are featured by automatic tops and full-width back seats that are 
said to make them five-passenger automobiles. In the Ambassador Six series, 
the factory delivered price is $1,095, while the convertible in the Ambassador 
Eight series is $1,215. 





New Skyway Series Is Offered 
By Studebaker in Its ’41 Line 


SOUTH BEND.—A new Skyway 
series, available on either the six 
or eight-cylinder Commander and 
President chassis, is announced by 
Kenneth B. Elliott, Studebaker's 
vice-president in charge of sales. 
The new models are offered in the 
six- passenger Land Cruiser or 
Cruising sedan body styles. 


True to its name, the Skyway 
Series accents streamlining and 
style. Design of the new models, 
like all 1941 Studebaker cars, is 
the work of Raymond Lowey, in- 
dustrial designer. 

Elliott pointed out that the new 
design lends itself to new and more 
appealing use of the popular two- 
tone exterior color combinations. 
There is no extraneous ornamen- 


tation. Auxiliary fender lights, | 


in front fenders of the new car, 
match the chrome and lucite em- 
blem. A new touch is furnished by 
a strip of sleek chromium which 


Chrysler Reports 
Sales Near New 


Peak in March 


DETROIT.— According to Charles 
L. Jacobson, vice - president in 
charge of sales of Chrysler Sales 
division, retail deliveries of Chrys- 
ler cars in week ended March 22 
were the largest of the 1941 model 
year and the second largest in the 
company’s history. 

Deliveries represented an advance 
of 16.5 percent over the preceding 
week and 63 percent over the cor- 
responding week of 1940. Fluid 
Drive, now available in all Chrysler 
cars, is credited by Jacobson with 
being an important factor in the 
current brisk demand. Retail de- 
liveries for March are believed 
certain to establish a new record 
for that month. 


. es = 


Dealer Orders Set 
New High 

DETROIT.— According to Harry 
P. Ryan, director of distribution, 
Chrysler division, more dealers’ 
orders were received at the factory 
on March 24 than on any other day 
in the history of the company’s 
six-and eight-cylinder business. 

This bumper day highlights what 
has been unprecedented dealer de- 
mand for this time of year, it is 
reported. 


Feb. Sales Hit 
420,221 Units 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
motor vehicles in the 


551 cars and 74,670 trucks, accord- 
ing to Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. 

In February, 
totaled 236,857 
trucks. 


sales 
47,156 


retail 
and 


1940, 
cars 


New Aerial by Philco 
PHILADELPHIA.—Announcement of 
a new automobile radio aerial, the 
Phileo Duo-Flex Aerial, was made last 
week by Robert F. Herr, manager of 
parts and service division of Philco. 


United | 
States during February were 345,- 


starts at the bottom of the front 
|fender skirt, continues across the 
| body sill to end at the back of the 
|rear wheel shield. Besides accen- 
ituating the long, low, graceful 
|sweep of the body, the strip pro- 
tects the car’s finish against fly- 
ing pebbles, it is said. 


A wide range of exterior color 
combinations feature dark tones 
on the top down to the window 
|line, with lighter shades of the 
| same or kindred colors on the body 
| proper. 

Rear wheel shields, front fender 
parking lights, whilewall tires, con- 
|cealed running boards and deluxe 
front bumpers with winguards are 
standard equipment on the Skyway 
Series. 

Interiors of the new cars are 
roomy. Upholstery tone is gov- 
erned by the exterior color scheme 
selected. Both front and rear com- 
partment rugs harmonize with the 
, incidental leather trim. 
| The broadcloth upholstery is 
custom tailored and features wide 
pleats. Foam rubber seat cushions 
|are standard equipment on _ the 
| President Eight Skyway Series, 
|may be had at slight additional 
|cost on the Commander Six Sky- 
way Series. Garnish mouldings 
match the lighter upholstery tones. 
Windows are framed with chro- 
| mium bands. 

The 1941 Studebaker Command- 
er’s six-cylinder engine delivers 94 
horsepower at 3,600 r.p.m.;_ the 
President Eight, 117 horsepower at 
3,800 r.p.m. Both cars have 3-speed 
;synchromesh transmissions with 
| silent helical gears throughout and 
Economatic overdrive is available 
on each model at extra cost. 


Studebaker Sales 
Of’41 Models Are 
Highest Since ’28 


| SOUTH BEND.—Since beginning 
of the 1941 model season, retail 
sales of new Studebaker cars are 
running approximately 25 percent 
ahead of the corresponding 1940 
|period and are the best since 1928, 
ithe sales division of Studebaker 
|Corp. reports. Dollar volume is 
slightly higher than unit sales, the 
report continued. 

Factory sales, while running 
ahead of last year, are somewhat 
\less than retail deliveries due to a 
somewhat longer closing period for 
inventory in January. 





: an 
PAUL HOFFMAN, president of Studebaker Corp., addressing 300 distributors Lo 


and dealers in New 





York City, regarding Studebuaker’s ‘‘future 


Hudson Reports 
March Sales at 
All-Time Record 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
Hudson cars in the United State DEA 
for the week ending March 22 tor 
taled 1,880 units, representing q ,% 
gain of 41 percent over the pre! ® 
vious week and the best corre. 
sponding spring sales week evepanley 


recorded, George H. Pratt, generaj*tion4 





| Sales manager, announced Friday”, * 


Sales for the week were 10 per/#Shin 
cent higher than the corresponding’® _ 
week a year ago, he stated. we oh 

Pratt reported that sales for io « 
period coincided with the start 0 <% f 
one of the most aggressive nation.” E 


wide merchandising campai rh. 
ever undertaken by the companys van 
ae : alers 
Buffalo Dealers’ =, 
any 0! 

New, Used Sales “ie 


At Record Pace nut 


BUFFALO.—New and used car . 
automobile orders here are piling. f 
up at a heavier rate than in sever his 
eral years, dealers reported. Fromyas in 
125 to 150 new cars are being soldy a 1 
every day and the used car turns, es ¢ 
over, records show, is averaging-wich 
around 125 cars a day. veeks 


March sales continue to hold theditori 
gains shown in February when 32hat it 
percent more new cars were reg-or hi 
istered in Erie county than a yeanthers. 
ago. February registrations, jushelpful 
announced by the Buffalo Automo-9mmt 
tive Trade Assn., numbered 2,21 liitiona 
— with 1,671 in Februaryyart a 
440) 

Used car dealers said stocks willgme 
begin to dwindle rapidly now tha 
improved motoring weather is atther 
heat Some reported substantial[7ELI 
tccumulations of used cars because’ any 
so Many new cars are being soldar on 
Others, however, said used cargis col 
were moving fast, particularly: mor 
when they are priced low for quichat ca 
turnover. 1 the 

New car dealers said that manylwal 
new cars are being sold to cus#asoni 


tomers who usually had boughtmpt 
used cars. The number of oldere oth 
models 1930 to 1933 turne@ the 


in on new cars has been unusualjtomo 
they added. a 

Dealers said that rising price®T eS 
prophecies of salesmen, togethertials 
with the fact that the automobile’ P 
industry is getting more and more®‘€5: 
into defense work, is having a#ler 
stimulating effect on sales of newiual 


and used cars. + 
Chicago ‘Imports’ -. 


Hit 588 in Feb.’ 


CHICAGO.— New cars “imported” «9, 
into Cook county during Februaryyent 
totaled 588, of which 306 were soldaye 





by Illinois dealers outside th@mong 
county and the remaining 282 b¥eaith 
dealers outside the state. 

Reporting on this situation, the | 
Chicago Automobile Trade ‘assmha 
last week released the following 
detailed statement by makes of the N 
number of units sold to Cook 
county residents by the “foreign” ( 
dealers: 

Buick, 70; Cadillac, 8; ChevroletCHIC 
118; Chrysler, 24; De Soto, 18fprov 
Dodge, 34; Ford, 61; Hudson, 10jries \ 
Lincoln, 1; Mercury, 7; Nash, 20jtom« 


Oldsmobile, 36; Packard, 10;hose 
Plymouth, 88; Pontiac, 69, ané@y cit 
Studebaker, 14. 


An 


and respons u 


bilities in national defense. Left to right, at the speaker’s table, are Hoftmanpledo 
M. S. Brooks; Ken B. Elliott, Studebaker vice-president in charge of sales, an@ashin 
Bob Glouster, Studebaker Sales, New York. 
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al 


ord 
f new ainda 
ao DEALER'S lot hasn’t been such 
oO 93 
ing 4 bad one, as evidenced by 


> prevelr avocations and their extra- 
corre gous enterprises. You all know 
oa nley Horner, past president of 
a 
eneral 
riday"8 . = ° 
‘ashington; 


radio station down 
Charles Howard, 
Angeles, owns the famous 
wee horse, Sea Biscuit, whose 
innings have exceeded any other 
or thérse up till now; Wallace Clay- 
art of] of Memphis, owns a duck 


in 
of 


tional Automobile Dealers Assn., | 


eaters tell me 


By John 0. Munn 





Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 
addressed to John ©. Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
and the writer's name will be kept in confidence if requested. 





| 


| 
| 


ation-s¢sh. I know a dealer in Penn-| 
PaAlZNSivania who owns a church and | 


1pany.vs a minister. Of course, lots of 
aalers have airplanes. Some have 


9 inter homes, orange groves in) 
lorida and California. A good 
any of them have yachts on fresh 

AS -+salt water. 


* Ed * 


AC@ But just yesterday I learned of 
, dealer who owns a newspaper 

d catfnd he quite frequently uses 
Pilinggge advertising for the benefit 
n Sever his automobile business. He 
TOMyas intrigued with a suggestion 
g soldf g news story on the advan- 
turn-apges of the use of the automobile 
ragingshich ran in this column some 
yeeks ago. He used it as an 

ld theditorial in his paper. He says 
1en 32hat it has already made one sale 
e reg-or him, and influenced several 
1 yeanthers. He thinks it has been 
. justhelpful to other dealers in his 
itomo-ommunity, and he suggests ad- 
 2,21Uitional efforts on this column's 


ruaryyart along the same line. 
J oe 


cS willgme 


v tha ~ . 
is atther Stories 


| 


tantial[7ELL, if we can be helpful to | 


ecauseé! any one dealer in selling a 


4 
> 


| car&is column for that purpose would 
‘ularlyy more than justified. We think 
quickat cars have mostly been bought 

the emotions, but they have an 


solduar on favorable terms, space in| 


manylual or stronger appeal to the’ 


>» cuseasoning mind. But, in our at- 
youghtmpt to sell one make against 
oldere other, too seldom have we sold 
turne@ the public what the use of an 


1usuahitomobile really means to them. | 


0 I am giving a couple more 
priceties that can be used for edi- 
gethertials or just as news stories in 
mobileY publication in the United 


| more2tes, to be sponsored by the local 


‘ing 


taler association, or by an indi- | 


f newdual dealer, providing the news- | 


aper wants some local sponsor 


the thoughts, rather than the) 


9 ‘wspaper taking the responsibility 
[S’ rit. A couple of stories follow; 
. elp yourself to them: 

‘eb, Family Car Saves Many 

i Doctor Bills 

orted” “Outdoor recreations and a fre- 
bruafYuent change of environment 
re SOldave always been regarded as 
e mong the first necessities of 
282 b¥ealth. In that regard no other 


yn, th 

“asmharp Decrease 

lowing a 

of the Noted in Used 
reign” = Car Inventories 


vrole— CHICAGO.—Further evidence of | 
inven- | 


0, 18fprovement in used car 
yn, 10jries was furnished last week by 
sh, 20j1tomotive Trade Assn. Managers, 
d, 10;hose monthly report, covering 13 
), ané@y cities, showed the days’ supply 
be lower in nine of them and 
gher in four on March 1 as 
fainst Feb. 1. The declines in most 
stances were. sharp, Detroit's 
Bop from 34 to 23 days being the 
eatest. The day's supply by cities 
Bllows: 









Kvar. | Feb. | Mar. | 
1941 1941 1940 
Be ie biplane ee 45.6 . 
ei ewatirs 43. 44.9 46 
weland ..... 44.9 47.7 ' 
lumbus ..... 56.9 65.3 53 
19.6 21.8 ' 
Beate having te 23 3 31 
Méy 43 862 46.8 45 
eee 36 39 : 
Pee 35 32.5 24 
: in Antonio ... 3 29.8 3 
ributors Louis 29 26 26 
ssponsi™ Pe oo oe 2 
offmanpledo ....... 50 47 1 
les, 4n@ashington 275 33.1 3 


COMparisons tus 








single thing so importantly con- 
tributes to good health as an 
automobile. 

“Before there were cars, about 
the only outdoor recreations for 
most people were sitting on the 
porch in a rocking chair, taking 
a walk or playing a game of 
croquet. Only the specially privi- 
leged could afford to ride horse- 
back or go out to a distant golf 
course. 

. 


“Today, anybody who owns a 
car can go wherever he pleases, 
whenever he please. The golf 
course, the park, delightful pic- 
nic spots, fishing, hunting and 
camping places are all within 
easy reach at any time. Just 
drive ‘up the river’ after dinner 
or out into the country on after- 
noons or Sundays is fun and 
definitely benefits health. 

“And when the inclement sea- 
sons come, rain, sleet, snow and 
cold take little, if any, toll from 
the ones who own a car. Warm, 
dry and comfortable, the motorist 
goes to and from work, play and 
social recreations. He avoids the 
ills resulting from exposure and 
the infections ever present in 
the crowded transports of com- 
mon carriers. 

“As health insurance alone, a 
car justifies its cost many times 
over during its long lifetime of 
usefulness.” 


* * 


* 

Car Brings a New Security 

Into Daily Life 

“The one who buys an auto- 
mobile has very definitely in- 
sured himself against dangers 
and inconveniences which other- 
wise would menace _ comfort, 
health and happiness. 

“And further, the fact that the 
doctor, the policeman and the 
fireman go about their duties in 
fast cars does more to safeguard 
life, health and prosperity than 
any other thing in the history 
of civilization. 

*” 


* 


* 


“The one who owns a car is 
more secure in his income than 
the one who does not. For the 
car owner can go far from his 
home to his task can even 
work in another city, county 
or state. He can choose from a 
greater variety of opportunities. 

“If the doctor says that a so- 
journ in Florida, California or 
any other place on the continent 
is necessary to restore the health 
of some member of the family, 
it is easy to go there in the 
family car and have fun going 
and returning. 

“The millions of ‘vacation tour- 
ists’ who drive over all the high- 
ways in America every summer 
are not only enjoying themselves, 
they are ‘looking around’ for 
better places to work and live. 

“And out of this new inde- 
pendence of movement comes a 
feeling of security that is worth 
far more than the price of any 
automobile.” 


Ou the House 





AR on finance companies’ repossessions of cars bought under 
contract by youths, now serving in Army, is being waged by 
.. Cleveland Automotive Trade Assn. is providing 
cooperating dealers with decalcomanias for use under Used Car 
. Arizona Automobile 
, Phoenix... 


Detroit officials . 


Warranty program 


moved to 612 Title & Trust Bldg. 
Philadelphia dealers, who operate a “parking lot” as a used 
car sales lot, come under city’s new stringent parking lot 

. . Fourteen dealers and one salesman were fined 
and penalized for violations of Ohio dealers salesman’s licens- 
. New Jersey, Akron and Detroit associations 
are preparing a definite program for training mechanics. . . . 


ordinance . 


ing last month . . 


New York dealers are 


reserves would probably be 


land association reports. . . 
bulletin, “Out of Crisis, Oppo 


getting apprentice programs under way .. . 
have inaugurated cooperative purchasing plan on tires. . . 
Martin, executive secretary of Akron District Automobile Dealers 
Assn., is going on extended active duty with the Army. 








interested 
state conditional sales law, which would eliminate packs, although 
assured 
course is proving popular with both dealers and customers, Cleve- 
. U. S. labor department is offering 


Training 





Want Mechanics? 
FORT DIX, N. J.—Classifica- || 
tion of some 18,000 soldiers of || 
the 44th Division here, according || 
to their civilian trades and occu- 
pations, revealed that 821 of the 
total number were automobile 
mechanics, with only two other 
categories showing a_ higher 
number. 

The top listing went to truck 
drivers, of which there were 2,378 
—more than ‘double the next 
largest category, general clerks, 
with 1,005 registered. 





Arkansas Dealers | 
Urged to Improve 





By Lynn Hubbard 
Staff Correspondent 
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Facilities Go Begging 


A 


| Pittsburgh Dealers Urged 


(299)—3 





To Use Mechunics Schools 


| protection. He said each member 
|eould notify PADA of anticipated 


By Margaret Russell 
Staff Correspondent 
PITTSBURGH. Automobile 
dealers here are not taking advan- 





shortage of mechanics and these 
figures would give the govern- 


tage of the city's facilities for mental agencies an opportunity to 
training mechanics, with the result | gauge the tempo of training ex- 


that only one-fourth of the poten- | pansion. 


tial capacity of vocational schools 
here is being used at present. 

So declared R. K. Beamer of 
University of Pittsburgh’s depart- 


iment of public instruction, who at- | 


tended a meeting of the Pittsburgh | of Colorado have planned an ap- 


Automobile Dealers Assn. last 


week. 
Jack Stevens, president of PADA, 


Trade Conditions presided at the meeting and Ed} 


McKean, northeastern regional 
vice-president of NADA, introduced 
the principal speaker, L. Clare 


| HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—(UTPS) .— 'Cargile, president of National Au- 
Close to 350 dealers attended the|tomobile Dealers Assn. This was 


| annual 

Automobile Dealers Assn., held at) 
|'the Eastman hotel here last Wed- | 
'nesday. Representatives of allied | 
‘trades from a number of states 
| were also on hand. 


convention of Arkansas| one jn a national series of such 


meetings in progress in key defense 
cities in the United States. 


Cargile discussed “The Impend- 


| ing Shortage of Automobile Me-,| 
| chanics — How to Meet the Prob- 


T. P. Marks of El Dorado, presi-| jem — How to Get and Train New 


'dent of the dealer association, in | yen” 


and many other concrete 


“his opening address, told of the ¢a-ts contained in a pamphlet en- 


'accomplishments of the organiza- 
'tion during the past year. He said | 
‘the legislative committee had also 
been of much benefit in resisting | 
| higher taxes. 

L. C. Cargile, of Texarkana, 
| president of National Automobile 
| Dealers Assn., spoke during the) 
| opening session and told dealers | 
'that the national organization was | 
prepared to help them in various | 
ways. He also said that, “Peace-| 
‘time economy is at an end.” He} 


| predicted that there would be some | 


curtailment of automobile produc- 


{tion in 1941 and _= gave 


reasons why this might occur. 


He said the demand for labor | 
| was growing by leaps and bounds, 


and that automobile labor would | 
later be used in defense prepara- | 
'tions. He explained, however, that | 
a labor shortage in the automobile | 
|} manpower upon which to draw, in 


industry would not necessarily 
|/mean curtailment of production. 


H. C. Thomas, on behalf of the. 


state organization, presented a 
Victory Statue to Cargile in ap- 
preciation of his efforts and loyalty 
to the organization. 

W. E. Blanchard, manager of 
NADA, was among the principal 
speakers whe described the opera- 
'tions of the national association 
and told of its accomplishments. 


titled “The Impending Shortage of 
Automobile Mechanics,” mailed di- 
rectly to all members by NADA. 

All PADA members, _ service 
managers, all dealer non-members 
and cooperating agencies in the 
Pittsburgh district were invited to 
the meeting, as well as Pittsburgh 
educators and NYA representatives. 

In an interview with Beamer, 
area coordinator for vocational 
education in 20 counties in western 
Pennsylvania, .AUTOMOTIVE. NEwSs 
learned that “Pittsburgh dealers do 


|/not seem as yet to be concerned 
some | 


or alarmed about the possibility of 
an impending shortage in auto- 
mobile mechanics. However, more 
than half of the current graduates 
of local vocational courses in auto- 
mobile mechanics are being imme- 
diately absorbed into industry, 
leaving no appreciable backlog of 


'the event draft and defense indus- 


tries should drastically reduce the 
ranks of skilled automobile me- 


|chanics in the next few months as 


Tom Huber, Lake Charles, La., | 


vice-president of NADA, urged 
dealers themselves to improve 
trade conditions. He described re- 
cently enacted laws which affect 
the automobile industry. 

E. L. Hollowell, of Pennsylvania 
Rubber Co., gave a short talk near 
the close of the meeting. 

W. H. Sadler, Little Rock, was 
elected president; 
| Little Rock, was elected secretary- 
| treasurer, and T. P. Marks, El 
| Dorado, was elected executive vice- 
president. 


| 
| 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


























Dealers Assn. has 












in proposed amendments to 








AAA driver training 











tunity,” covering procedures for 
Pittsburgh dealers 


. Paul 










Pete WEMHOFE 


















Henry Thomas, | 


is happening in Philadelphia and 
other places.” 


| ies 





Beamer suggested that Pittsburgh | 


dealers visit the vocational schools 
in this district, familiarize them- 
selves with the type of mechanical 
instruction available, perhaps offer 
advice on the type of equipment 


and courses most closely aligned | 


to their present or anticipated 
needs, and work closely .in con- 
junction with the local vocational- 
education program for their own 


Hartford Dealers 
Protest‘Overbook’ 


HARTFORD, Conn. 
Automobile Dealers’ Assn. _ has 
passed a resolution registering pro- 
test against the unethical advertis- 


ing recently appearing in the 
Hartford Times, Hartford Courant, 
and publications in other cities, 


purporting to offer allowances on 
used cars at specified sums above 
the value quoted in an _ undesig- 
nated book. 

It was directed that this protest 
should be sent to all Automobile 
Manufacturers, National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., National Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Assn., trade 
papers, and to the two Hartford 
newspapers, as well as-to members 


of Hartford Automobile Dealers 
Assn. 
St. Louis Dealers Hold 


Election, Tucker Named 
ST. LOUIS.-Percy Tucker has 
been elected president of Greater 
St. Louis Automotive Assn., with 
George Weber jr., as vice-president, 
G. M. Berry as treasurer and Jose- 


phy A. Schlecht as secretary-man- 
ager. 
New directors are Arthur Lind- 


burg, H. K. MacCarthy, W. H. Will- 
sockson, Tucker and Weber. Carry- 
over directors are Berry, W. J. 
Rasmussen, F. H. Riesmeyer, L. 
M. Sprinkle and W. J. Stolz. 





* * 


Colo. Dealers Set 


Apprentice Program 
DENVER. — Automobile dealers 


* 


prentice program to train mechan- 
in connection with national 
defense, according to H. A. Tie- 
mann, director of the state voca- 
tional board. 

“The program is sponsored by 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
and most Colorado automobile 
dealers plan to participate,” Tie- 
mann said. “The first apprentices 
probably will start in Pueblo.” 

One apprentice will be trained for 
each four mechanics now employed 
in Colorado, Tiemann declared. 

a 7 


Toledo Ups Training 
__ TOLEDO.—Plans for a 23 percent 
increase in the national defense train- 
ing program in Toledo schools has 


| been approved by the citizens’ advis- 


ory committee. Two of the schools 
equipped for heavier type of vocational 
=. are operating on a 24-hour 
aSIS. 


La. Dealers Told 
They Face a New 


System of Living 


By Fred Cumbus 

Staff Correspondent 
NEW ORLEANS.—Car dealers 
of Louisiana were warned last 
week at their convention here that 
they probably will have fewer new 
cars to sell next year, probably 


| won't have the present boom con- 


ditions much longer and that they 
face the possibility of higher costs 
of doing business. 

Speaking at the session, W. E. 
Blanchard, manager of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn., told the 
Louisiana Automobile Dealers 
Assn. that dealers here, as well as 
over the country, must face a pos- 
sible “new system of living dif- 
ferent from anything” they ever 
have had before. 

He told the 150 Louisiana deal- 
ers that they were “living in a 
fool’s paradise” if they expected 
the current boom conditions to 
continue. He predicted “drastic 
curtailment” of new car produc- 
tion because of the defense arma- 
ment demands and urged the deal- 
ers to train mechanics to take the 
places of those who may be called 
into service. 

Discussing this phase of Blan- 
chard’s talk, S. J. Rogers, of Mon- 
roe, president of the Louisiana 
dealers, said dealers of the state 


|are training approximately 500 me- 


Hartford 


chanics in their shops to replace 
the men who may be required for 
Army service or defense works in 
other lines. 

Rogers was reelected president 
of the Louisiana association. Law- 


;rence Mann, of Baton Rouge, was 


reelected vice-president and George 


W. Bohn, of New Orleans, was 
elected secretary-treasurer. 
Discussing policies and other 


phases of the association’s affairs 
at the meeting were Howard 
Crumley of Shreveport, Mann, and 
Philip M. Klutznick, counsel for 
Nebraska dealers association. 











Hopper Elected Head 


Of Idaho Dealers Assn. 
BOISE, Ida.—E. R. Hopper, De 
Soto dealer, has been elected presi 
dent of Idaho Automobile Dea 
Assn. 

Other officers clected were Win 
S. Hill, Buick dealer, vice-presi- 
dent; Roy C. Davidson, Ford dealer 
treasurer; W. G. Ash, secretary 


Protests Licensing 

MANITOWOC, Wis.—-Walter J. Wes 
ter, local used car dealer, has pro- 
tested the city’s right to license deal- 
ers in second hand cars by local ordi 
nance. Wester is the first dealer to 
protest the new ordinance, which pro- 
vides for an annual fee of $10. The 
protest was referred to the license 
committee, 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1983). 











DL. ROIT, MARCH 31, 1941 


Hitler’s Little Helpers 


lao Charles Dickens who once wrote: “Here are all 
kinds of employers wanting all sorts of servants, and 
all kinds of servants wanting all kinds of employers, and 
they never seem to get together.” 


How applicable to the present situation in the United 
States is the sage remarks of the famous English author? 
In this great emergency, this country is feverishly arming 
itself and at the same time attempting to lend a helping 
hand to John Bull. American youth is being called to the 
colors in hundreds of thousands; industry, too, has been 
drafted and has responded patriotically but labor’s leaders 
are not giving full-hearted support to the cause. That’s the 
weak link in the chain, as we see it — not the fault of labor 
as a whole, but of those union “leaders” who seek to take 
advantage of Uncle Sam by demanding more money, closed 
shops and the like, exclaiming “or else” as they jam a 
mythical gun into the old gentleman’s belly. 


Mr. Dickens must have had industry and labor in mind 
when he declared “they never seem to get together.” The 
time is coming — if it is not already here — when both sides 
MUST get together and bend their backs to the gigantic 
task that faces them. Industry is doing more than its share, 
but labor, on the face of the returns, is doing everything 
possible, it would seem, to warrant the accusation that they 
are Hitler’s little helpers; that every unwarranted strike 
right now is just another nail that is being driven into the 
coffin of world democracy. Labor will have to cup an ear to 
hear even a murmur from the American youth who accept 
their $21 a month and stand ready to fight, like hell if needs 
be, to back up President Roosevelt. 


Jobs and the Jobless 


ASHINGTON tells us there are 9,000,000 out of work 

in this country, despite the big defense orders, holders 
of which estimate they will be using around 5,000,000 in 
1941 and ’42. Men are going off the WPA rolls at the rate 
of about 90,000 a month, yet WPA reports new men coming 
to that organization for help at the rate of 40,000 a month. 
Which reminds us of that famous frog which tried so 
valiantly to jump out of the well, leaping three feet and 
slipping back two. We cannot remember if he got out of 
the well eventually, but we realize his progress was slow, 
something like the efforts of government to find jobs for 
everyone. In other words, it seems an endless task. 


This situation may sound paradoxical — almost as many 
jobs open as there are men without employment and forced 
to turn to WPA for relief. Analysis of the situation offers 
a plausible explanation: Defense labor demands fail to reach 
areas where the bulk of the jobless are located. In other 
words, the bulk of the defense work is in and around the 
bigger cities and towns, whereas those in the sparsely- 
settled sections are too far from the jobs to take advantage 
of the opportunities. Consequently, WPA lists to starboard 
trying to maintain an even keel in its efforts to relieve the 
needy. Possibly one solution might be had if adequate hous- 
ing facilities were available in defense centers. 








An old friend of 
WASHINGTON mine who is now 
IS|WRONG! in Washington 
working harder 
than he has in years and on a 
salary of one dollar a year (which 
he confided he had not yet re- 
ceived) took me to task today. He 
said, “The trouble with you fellows 
out here is that you don’t know 
what it is all about. You are trying 
to carry on business-as-usual while 
we are working night and day 
with no pay. You'll wake up some 
day and realize that we fellows 
down in Washington have been 
carrying all the load for you.” He 
rambled along in this vein for 
quite awhile and included some 
cuss words which I have purposely 
deleted out of deference to the 
children why may be avid readers 
of this column of wisdom. 
* * £ 

Naturally, I did not take his line 
of reasoning lying down and I at- 
tempted to point out to him that 
we had quite a large economy in 
this country which must be pro- 
tected or else he would have even 
more trouble in collecting his dol- 
lar from the government. I asked 
him if he thought I should give up 
my job tomorrow morning, lay off 
our faithful group of employes 
here; stop printing the paper and 
come on down to Washington, as 
I am obviously too old and too fat 
to fit into anything but a major’s 
uniform? 

* * * 

Now, as a matter of fact, my 
good friend represents a type of 
hysteria which, in my humble 
opinion, has been all too prevalent 
in Washington and from which not 
only our enemies, but our allies on 
the other side, must be getting 
quite a chuckle. Millions of people 
in these United Staies are em- 
ployed in lines of industry which 
cannot be made an immediate arm 
of defense, but who, deprived of 
their livelihood and thus unable to 
contribute to the taxes we must 
have to support the war, are ac- 
tually serving as useful a purpose 
as if they were in the trenches— 
at least in the trenches at Wash- 
ington. 

* * * 

For some unknown reason, the 
further we get from the actual 
“front” the easier it seems to be 
to get hysterical. Most of us find it 
hard to realize that business is still 
going on in all the other capitols 
of the world whether they are en- 
gaged in the war or not. For ex- 
ample, I listened to part of a box- 
ing match being put on by the 
“bobbies” in London the other 
evening and I have seen recent 
copies of German newspapers in 
which were listed pages of adver- 
tisements of cinema houses offer- 
ing the normally recent American 
films, also variety shows and caba- 
rets; even grand opera! Things are 
pretty tough over there and I 
would not care to be on either 
side, but I will lay a fair sized bet 
that you can sit down to a good 
meal with good entertainment and 
good wine in any capital city in 
the world, if you have the price to 
pay for it. Recently one of the 
liberal tabloids in London proved 
this fact by giving one of its re- 
porters an unlimited expense ac- 
count and having him keep a 
record of the fancy foods and wines 
he was able to get in the best 
restaurants in London’ without 
question. I have talked with at 
least a half dozen foreign corre- 
spondents (just back from one 
front or another) within the last 
three months and none of them 
looked underfed to me. 

* * * 

Of course, there is nothing new 
about this. While the bloody Civil 
War was fought for four years 
within our own country the social 
seasons in Washington, Phila- 
delphia, Boston and New York 
were unusually gay and theaters 
and amusements did a _ rushing 
business. My only point in men- 
tioning it is that I believe what we 
need here right now is some calm- 
ing of the public’s nerves. This 
will help keep business - as - usual, 
and that is the only way we can 
keep millions of our people em- 
ployed who cannot possibly work 
directly on defense projects. Ob- 
viously, if business does not go-on- 
as-usual we have no source from 


Automotive News Cartoon by Ogg Fitzgerah 


Hitler’s Little Helpers 





In This Corner 





‘Behind the Times... .’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 





Best 


You have the best automotive 
publication in the United States 
and anyone connected with the in- 
dustry, who fails to read it every 
week, is definitely behind the 
times. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Who, Me?” 
is great and now I would like to 
see him take his pen in hand and 
give us some racing pictures and 
facts on the great auto races of 
the past.’”—R. B. Christiansen, as- 
sistant service manager, Fargo Mo- 
tor Corp., Detroit. 

Epitor’s Note: Chris Sinsabaugh 
says he is a one-book author. 


Back in Family 


Your March 24 edition was 
brought to my attention, and I 
must admit I read every article 
with great interest. 

We were subscribers years ago 
and I can neither recall nor under- 
stand why we discontinued our 
subscription. Surely every dealer 
needs such information as is in- 
cluded in your paper. 

We want to get back in the fam- 
ily and enclose herewith our check 
in the amount of $4 for one year’s 
subscription. — A. W. Boettcher, 
president, A. W. Boettcher, Inc., 
(Dodge-Plymouth) Bronx, N. Y. 


Sorry 


In the March 3 issue of AuToMo- 
tive News there appeared an article 
entitled “Car Makers’ Pushing 
Plans to Meet Aluminum Diver- 
sion,” written by A. H. Allen. 


In this article was listed the 
names of suppliers of aluminum 


which to garner the billions which 
must be raised to carry us forward 


to our objective. 
a * +e 


These are not particularly pleas- 
ant times for any of us and I am 
not sure that my friend reflected 
the feeling of the majority in 
Washington but I have a hunch 
that many of my readers feel as I 
do that about the most interesting 
place one could be, right now, 
would be on the Washington 
merry-go-round !—-G. M.S. 


pistons. Naturally, it was quite 
disappointing to us that our name 
should have been omitted from thit 
list, inasmuch as we are one aj 
the larger suppliers of aluminur 
pistons to automotive vehicle an¢ 
engine manufacturers. 


While, naturally, nothing can be 
done about the omission, we hope 
that in future articles, our name 
may be included among the list oj 
companies supplying aluminum al 
loy pistons to the automotive 
industry.—Bruce V. Keller, adver 
tising manager, Aluminum Indus 
tries, Inc., Cincinnati. 


Coming Events 


APRIL 

1—Des Moines, Ia. (Des Moines) 

Iowa Automobile Dealers Assn. an 

nual conclave. : 
17-18 — Atlanta. Georgia Automobik 

Dealers Assn. convention. 
25-27—Del Monte, Calif. 23rd annua 

automobile dealers golf tournament 
26-28 Seattle. Washington Moto: 

Transport Assn., annual convention 


MAY 
1—Boston (Parker House). Autome 
tive Trade and Accessories Show 
22-23—Detroit (Statler). American Bat 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., spring 


meeting. 

22-24—-Pittsburgh (Wm. Penn) Annué& 
Convention and Show of Autome 
bile Engine Rebuilders Assn. 


JUNE ; 

1- 6—White Sulphur Springs, W. V8 
(Greenbrier) SAE Summer Meeting 
16-17—Excelsior Springs, Mo. Missour 
Automobile Dealers Assn. conven 


tion. 
23-24—-Myrtle Beach, S. C. South Caro 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. com 


vention. 

23-24i—Reading, Pa. (Lincoln). Annu& 
Convention of Pennsylvania Auto 
motive Assn. : 

23-24—Rochester (Sagamore). Empit 
State Automobile Merchants Ass@ 
Inc., annual convention. 

23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Ameri 
can Society for Testing Material 
Annual Convention. 


AUGUST 
4- 71— Chicago (Stevens). 
Accessories Assn. Show. 
SEPTEMBER 
20-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) SAI 
National Tractor Meeting. 
OCTOBER . 
27-30—New York. Annual convention 0 
American Trucking Assns. 
30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. (Biltmore Ho 
tel) SAE National Aircraft Produc 
tion Meeting. 


JANUARY t 
20-21—Chicago (Palmer House). Na 
tional Automobile Dealers convea 


tion. 


Automobil 
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What CITY market 
buys more new cars than I4 STATES 


Last year 3,415,905 new passenger cars were sold in 
the 3,000,000 square miles of territory that comprise 
continental United States. That’s just about one sale 
for each square mile. Of course a good many hundreds 
of thousands of those miles were devoid of n. p. c. 
consumers and produced no sales at all. Other better 
miles took up the slack. 

For example, witness the performance of a little 50 
mile-radius circle about the size of a pencil head on 
your wall map of the U.S. It’s the New York market. 
It includes New York City and 23 suburban counties. 
It bought 291,909 new cars last year, developed nearly 
30 sales per square mile, took one-twelfth of your 
entire domestic output. 

The New York market bought more new cars last 
year than did a solid block of 14: western states sprawled 
over an area 133 times greater. It bought more new 
cars than a group of seven southern states combined. 


It bought more new cars than any individual state 


THE 


NEW YORK'S 
TRIBUNE TOWER, Chicago . 


NEWS BUILDING, Vew Yor . 


KA NSAS 





outside its borders—29% more than Michigan which 
is six times larger, 16% more than California which 
is 16 times larger. It’s the biggest local market for new 
cars in the world. It’s rich, industrial, unsaturated, 
enormously compact, and growing. . . 
* x x 

Are you giving it enough advertising attention? Are 
you reaching most of its 3,456,000 resident families? 
Are you selling them often enough, and hard enough? 


You reach the New York car market most effectively 


in The News! Only The News reaches a majority of 


the families in this great market—only The News can 
do the large job you need to do. It offers you at lowest 
milline rates the largest daily circulation in America, 
the largest net paid Sunday circulation in the world. 
There are no missed millions —when you use The News 
to sell your New York market! To get the maximum 


potential from New York, concentrate more messages 


in The News! 


= PICTURE NEWSPAPER 
I55 MONTGOMERY STREET, San Francisco 
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Conn. Dealers Rally Behind State Licensing Measure ° 











































Also Back Compulsory Tests, 
Compensation Law Changes 


By Charles B. Barr 

Staff Correspondent 
CHESHIRE, Conn.—By a major- 
ity of almost three to one, members 
of Connecticut Automotive Trades 
Assn., meeting at Waverly Inn 
here last week, voted to instruct 
their legislative committee to work 
for the enactment of H.B. 1717, 
which calls for the licensing of 
new and used car dealers, junk 


Hudson Officials Confer. . . Towa Dealers 
| Rallying Behind 


Two Measures 


DES MOINES, Ia.—Iowa Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. is supporting 
two bills in the present session 
of the legislature here and has 
issued a bulletin to all members 
urging their wholehearted support 
of the measures. 

More than 100 of the bills, now 
before the legislature, are meas- 
ured which directly apply to motor + 


plained that the measure would 
not apply to dealers already estab- 
lished, since it is intended to pro- 
vide control over future expansion 
of automotive sales outlets and to 
curb “fly-by-night” dealers. 


The bill was approved in its 
entirety except for a section calling 
for licensing of automobile sales- 
men on a basis of $5 for the first 
year and $1 per year thereafter. 








































dealers and repairers. : : 
Proponents of salesman-licensing vehicles and dealers sellin 
The measure would strengthen] declared it would stop “bootleg- The IADA bills are HF. 100 ant A 
H.F. 296. m 


present licensing requirements by 
giving the commissioner of motor 
vehicles power to deny licenses on 
grounds of unfitness or unsuitable 
location and would tighten other 
restrictions. 

Edwin B. Pratt, chief of the 
dealer-repairer section of the state 


ging” by unscrupulous salesmen. 
On a separate vote, the section of 
the bill regarding salesmen was 
disapproved, and the legislative 
committee instructed to seek its 
elimination. 

Bills calling for diversion of 
highway funds, collection of prop- 


H.F. 140 reduces license fees on is 
passenger cars coming up for the be 


A SERIES of district managers conferences in 10 U. S. cities started Th - third instead of the fourth year 
or = Detroit. Described as the final coordinating step in Hudeon spring mer- license; allows refund of license fee 
chandising program now under way, the meetings will be attended by Hudson | on monthly instead of quarter] of 
distributors, their wholesale managers and district managers. Shown above at is: elimi j vial 
the Detroit conference are, left to right, H. O. Ward, advertising manager; C basis; eliminates a junked car ever > 
G. Beeching, Midwest sales manager; George H. Pratt, general sales manager; | COMing back into service. Tl 





department of motor vehicles, ex- ; ‘ . Burt and Norm Jamieson, Toledo distributors; N. K. V , sales ; 
—______—_———_|erty tax at time of registration, | manager; W. A. Baker, used car sales manager; M. ja: Moberts, ‘morehondising ge a eae, oo). 
establishment of a state motor ve-| manager, and T. H. Stambaugh, director of national service operations. nual license on trucks; permits ed 


dealers to put repossessions and 
tradeins on their “D” list the first _ tt 
five days of July; allows last half- ar 
year license on remainder of year W 
bases when resold; and, permits 
overload license increase on the re- 
mainder of the year basis. 

H.F. 338 and S.F. 408 is a certi- 
ficate of title proposal that will 
| cost the deaiers of Iowa and their 
| customers more than one-half mil- 
| lion dollars annually plus red tape 
and sales resistance, it is reported. 


hicle accident relief fund and vari- 
ous changes in the _ conditional 
sales contract law were  unani- 
mously opposed. 

Virtually all of those voting 
favored continuance of the present 
compulsory semi-annual inspection 
law. Changes in the state unem- 
ployment compensation law to re- 
quire tax payments on one rather 
than five employes were favored. 


The group expressed overwhelm- 
ing opposition to proposals for 
tightening the financial responsi- 
bility law and establishing compul- 
sory insurance. The financial re- 
sponsibility bill is patterned on the 
New Hampshire law. Opponents 
pointed out that under its terms, 
a person whose parked car was 
damaged by a drunken driver, 
would be forced to give up his 
license and registration until he 
could furnish insurance or a bond. 

“Baby Wagner Act” bills, calling 
for establishment of a state labor 
relations board and state wage- 
hour measures, were disapproved. 
CATA members strongly opposed 
proposals for licensing of finance 
companies, heeding a _ plea of 
spokesmen for the companies that 
such legislation be based on care- 
ful study rather than impulses 
and people’s “pet peeves.” 

Bills calling for reduction of 
drivers’ license fees to 50 cents, 


CATA Assails 
Proposed Wage, 
Hour Bills in Il. 


CHICAGO.—Efforts in the Illi- 
nois legislature to impose a “little 
Wagner wage-hour law” upon the 
state drew fire last week from the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., 
which called attention particularly 
to three bills in the house and one 
in the senate having such an ob- 
jective. 

The CATA bulletin thus analyzed 
the measures introduced in the 
Springfield legislature and now 
open to public hearings: 

“The bills would give power to 
the director of labor to appoint a 
wage board and establish wages 
and hours in any industry in the 
state without limitation. 

“The wage and hour provisions 
of the bills conform to the federal 
wage and hour law, from which re- 
tailers are now exempt. In ad- 
dition, while under the federal act, 
overtime does not begin until 40 
hours in a week have been worked, 
under the proposed bill any time 
over eight hours in any one day 
would be overtime and would re- 
quire time and a half pay.” 


‘New Mediation 


} + 
AT LUNCH, Hudson distributors agreed that one of th t iv 
selling seasons in arene was at hand. Left to right, Burt Demtsaen, of Doledet Setup im N. Y. 
Jim Ferguson, of Cleveland; Andy Marino, of Youngstown, and W. A. Morten- ALBANY.—A new form of gov- 
son, president of Aaron DeRoy organization in Detroit. ernmental intervention in labor dis 


putes was provided here March 24, 
Th ree S t a t es when Gov. Herbert H. Lehman 
Will Vote on 


signed into a law a bill authorizing 
Diversion Ban 


the use of special boards of in- 
quiry after mediation has _ been 
NEW YORK.— Referendums on 
proposed constitutional amend- 


attempted and has failed. 
Sponsored by Assemblyman Irv- 
ments, outlawing highway fund 
diversion, will be conducted in 


ing M. Ives, the bill had been 
opposed by the CIO and the AFL 
Iowa, Oregon and West Virginia 
as a result of action taken by 


when it was before the senate. AFL 
earlier had approved the measure, 

the legislatures of those states this 

year, it is reported by American 


while the CIO had remained non- 

committal up to the time the bill 
Petroleum Industries Committee. 
Four states — Idaho, Nevada, 


passed the house and went to the 
establishing a 50-mile speed limit West Daketn and Gout Gaeta 


senate. 
A similar measure, which would 
by statute and setting up a state : stan 
’ : last year ratified similar amend- 
fund for workmen’s compensation ments, bringing to 11 the total 













Milan Supports 


License-Fee Cut 


MADISON, Wis. — Louis Milan, 
executive vice-president of Wiscon- 
sin Automotive Trades Assn., ap- 
peared before the assembly high- 
ways committee last week in favor 
of the Krohn-Padrutt, Cavanaugh 
and Larson bills, all of which would 
reduce automobile license fees in 
Wisconsin. 

The first measure, bill No. 125A, 
would cut the present license fee 
in half; the second, No. 283A, would 
halve the present fee and reduce 
the cost of fees on cars five years 
or more old by another 25 percent; 
the third bill, No. 368A, would re- 
duce the registration fees by $4 
in each of the 12 weight classifica- 








have required the governor per- 
sonally to make public the report 
of any special board of inquiry, 
the governor because it thus in- 
; on F ; ag . 
nae Sane — h t number of states that have taken ie a gy tcl go 
—e ad the motor! constitutional action to protect ‘id amen” aaa in, 
vehicle committee of the Connecti-| their highway funds against raids ua Pp sg t 
new measure, “authorizes the in- 
ing, which was followed by a! Noting that the question of sub- : 2 . 
dinner. President William C. Hayes, | 43705 ; :.| GEORGE H. PRATT, right, con-|SPecial boards of inquiry to act as 
mitting such amendments to their : , ght, : ba 1 
New Haven Packard dealer, pre-| voters has been under considera- | §7atulates Jim Ferguson, of Ferguson yt wenyges Bye ga 7 — _— 
sided at the business session. Dis- | +; : ce op s EES r 8 in the’ disputes which vitally affec e 
ion in the legislatures of 12 states| Cleveland territory, who already has rs : ace ae 
= : , ~ retail orders to guarantee the largest PUblic interest and which have not 
airman James J. Scanlon, Meri-} _ ,, : sc : ee 
den; Legal Counsel Kendall M. Public Opion 1s repudiating the 
Plarce aad Amoctation Manager | diversion of automotive tax funds. 
Cari R. Lane ; ’ Gasoline taxes and motor vehicle 
. : registration fees were devised to 
a maintain and improve the high- 
= : «11 | People for one thing and using the Asks Sitdown Ban Would Eliminate Wait 
Store Tax Exemption Bill proceeds for something else was 4} ,NNAPpOLIS, Md.—Sitdown strikes} COLUMBUS, 0.— Ohio Automotive 
DENVER.--Gasoline filling sta-| Policy which he ~~ hg! most would be outlawed in Maryland under sun. in spossoring |S piu introduced 
: 7 . , i ions did n ici- | bi asse y the state senate are | in the legislature last week, whic 
tions and bulk plants would be Rate cone , = elo cee ‘ti house. ‘The measure would advance the date for the right 


was passed last year but vetoed by 
cut legislature attended the meet-| fo, ynrelated purposes. Deelah emeteiaas  aanee 
Fees Sinan k Goan Meee |e your, the comsnitee sates: March in the company’s history. responded to mediation. 
Colo. ieee Passes Chain | ways. and the practice of taxing 
and sent to the house. The measure 





tions. oe a gen of the state a so did not provide | Vas introduced by Senator Clifford | to uae ney ee Meenae Pee 
: w.-|chain store tax under provisions | é at. Friend of Garrett. each year from Mar. to Mar. 1. The 
Milan also supported the Gaw of a bill passed on es reading SSeS se | F * * * advantage, it is claimed, would be 
roneki bill, No. 106, in & hearing by the ieee of representatives of | P * Ad Ward Closing Bill Offered a Poe navies er “ 
i com- 2 Jé "es ar . Mar. 1 would not be compelled to wai 

before the senate highways ontiac vances aS, TRENTON, N. J.—A _ bill, which|10 days before they would be able to 


the Colorado legislature. 
e Edwards to New Posts| would _prohipit automobile _ dealers | use the new plates. 








mittee. This measure would cut 
. : The measure, H.B. 930, was ap- 7 
registration fees on passenger au- ; : Jah, : : from doing business on Saturday * ¢ 6 
Saaaabihen in half. , proved without debate, rumored PONTIAC.—During the past year | after 6 ane or on Sundays. has "been ins: Wiiilasiesil Ti iacinses Wis EL| 
opposition failing to develop on the| Pontiac Motor has named 12 new| introduced in the state legislature here idle “tela adhe <iganeesedin ca os) ae 
dd te oes oor. | However, “two important) assistant zone managers, and alll Py scniiah Med Screed fies | us maaeing ihn MAE en ety Pp 
New Trial in Damage amendments to restrict the scope but one have rep-| the senate judiciary committee. | committee, increasing the cost of mo- 
Suit Asked by Deal of the bill were adopted. As drawn, resented promo- * * | tor vehicle drivers’ licenses from $1 to ter 
P ions withi : 5 vide e reim- 
Suit Aske vy Mealer'! the measure would have reduced tions within the) Pa. Hour Bill 0G te preree 3 = mS me) as 
LINCOLN, Neb.— The Nebraska/the chain store tax rate on all companys sales | HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). —- A| digent persons injured in traffic ac- corr 
supreme court was asked last week | stores, but the present tax rates were organization, it is} measure limiting the working day for] cidents, has been passed by the state 
t i i j j inted t by D.| women in manufacturing plants to 10) senate. Wit 
by Max M. Barish, former Omaha | reinstated in the committee of the pones a y “|}p.m. instead of midnight has been ss: & 
automobile dealer, to order a new] whole. The bill did not define what U. Bathrick, gen-| assed by the house by a vote of 145| a on ness 
° ° Bat 5. : “73 =): to. ore sales an- 5 Das is a Tice » senate. | ‘ § 
trial in the Douglas county district constituted a gasoline filling sta ores sales man-| to 45. The bill i snow before the senate sammie tad Wik ta coeate expe 
court of his suit against the Chrys-| tion, so an amendment was offered ager. ; ao! i = “aaa eoneaase teak, ook of adel 
ler Corp., the Dodge Bros. Corp.,| and adopted, providing that at least Recent promo- Propose Taxation Listing | which accident and property damage ‘a 
’ *. Cd * i . i > 7 a e cane * ere. | ’ > ¢ , 4 2 ) 
and others, for damages of $1,115,-|75 percent of the business volume some inet se oS Se ‘ —_ -_ 1 | eeeae ba iaredanes in the ] 
; ; ; i ; > or Sq-| working com 2 O , ole torists, has ¢ : 
730. Joint conspiration by the de-|of a station must be from sale of Robert L. Ed —_ sonroved a bill which would re- llegislature here by Rep. Francis J. eas 
fendants to force Barish out of| petroleum products for a_ station wards to the — quire that all motor cars be listed for| Falkenstein, Philadelphia. Hal, 
i i aris é Peay : f manager of|taxation before the owner would be es 
business as president of the Barish- | or bulk plant. R.L. Edwards of m | te efore the owner d be ar. 
Sanders Meter Co. is alleged by ae — - the St. Louis zone —_— to purchase a license to drive th Pa. Anti-Diversion Amendment 
. . * 5 . y * Cé ° y + 
é 2yS aintif ° and L. W. Ward to assistant re- te HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — A 
attorneys for the plaintiff. W.Va. Appointment eee cna elite snanek an! rae | ccuennatione! cnsemimant to peonielt 
The high court of Nebraska has gional manag special as Insurance Legislation permanent diversion of motor license 
e & a eclal ‘fil 7 = CHARLESTON, W. Va.—Elmer A.|signment to the south and ST. LOUIS.—A bill to relieve auto-|fund money and control temporary @ 
also been asked, in a brief filed by] zones has been named supervisor of | .othwest. mnile-ownera of liability for accidents | transfers from that fund to the general 
the attorney general, to reverse a | the state road commission's commer- to guest’ riders, except in cases of|fund. sponsored by the Pennsylvania 
Lancaster district court decision | cial venice and eee aéversee Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling | ‘‘willful negligence,"" has been intro-| Motor Federation, an AAA affiliate 
i he state equalization fee peer. See ee “Sparks” col i “ead. by tht|duced in the Missouri legislature by | was introduced in the house last we 
holding the state equaliza tion of two departments which here- Sparks as i ag a Ag } |Senator C. S. Duncan of Fayette "lie Rep. H. E. Trout, Lancaster county. 
‘‘wide-awake : f. Senat . es é ay ; y Rep. ae 


on diesel trucks unconstitutional. tofore had functioned as separate units. 
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PHILADELPHIA LEADS IN 
SALES OPPORTUNITIES 


The Philadelphia area* with 2.4% of the population has been 
awarded 10.1% of the National Defense Contracts 


o| tees = 

the be the largest dollar volume 

ea year in history. The last quarter : . ; . 

eo | ce ts tee seclad x foes. Philadelphia is now a multi- sale of advertised products, say on 
ian time record in 1941 was reflect billion dollar market—benefiting by this page ... and then plan your 
st cocina Which exceeded Some. the added stimulus of $1,275,346,000 advertising to sell this active, wait- 
53 Wolfngton, Pres. Philadelphia in National Defense contracts (pub- ing market in the newspaper read 


Auto Trade Association. 
r a. eae ” 7 





lished awards to February 15, 1941). 

A flood of industrial war orders 
has vitalized Philadelphia —one of 
the hardest-working, busiest-buy- 
ing markets in America! 

Increased payrolls are going out 
to workers and their families—and 
into the stores and shops and sales- 


by most Philadelphia families 
—The Evening Bulletin. 

The Evening Bulletin has con- 
tinued to lead all daily 
in Philadelphia in circulation for 
thirty-six consecutive years. With 
The Evening Bulletin you can 


newspapers 


cover the ready-to-buy, responsive 


been 7 e . . 

in| d'aaee ft ee ae rooms of the prosperous Philadel- Philadelphia market thoroughly, 
ares f the Philadelphia Clearing : . : ° : . 

ie: | ‘Ganae bindiiaien tox the Sone phia retail trading area. effectively, and with exceptional 
» the 1940 was $21,455,602,257 — an ° ° ‘ 

aq ineFease over 1939 of eight per Read what prominent Philadel- ©economy—in fact, at one of the 
0 cent. The months of January ‘ : . s . 

at | Se eee St Sow phia business men, active in the lowest costs per reader anywhere. 
uiry, ease of twelve p ; 7 

4 = peo a so *As defined by the Census Bureau, the Philadelphia Industrial Area comprises the counties ef Philadelphia, 

utes Pilledelebia Clearing Mouse Montgomery, Chester, Bucks, Delaware, Camden, Burlington and Gloucester. 
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ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 
—"The electrical business in 
Philadelphia for the last quar- 
ter of 1940 increased approxi- 
mately 100 per cent. over the 
corresponding period of 1939. 
With continuing improved busi- 
ness conditions, we confidently 
expect electrical sales in Phil- 
adelphia for the ensuing year 





FOOD—“In 1940 the Food 


HOME BUILDING— ‘‘Resi- 





RETAIL TRADE— “The re- 


Distributing Trade in the 
Greater Philadelphia Area had 
an increase of 10%. The Food 
Trade expects that increased 
employment due to expanding 
activities in the nearby ship 
building yards, munitions plants 
and defense: industries’ will 
create a greater volume of busi- 


dential construction Metropol- 
itan Philadelphia area more 
active today than any time 
during past decade. Last quar- 
ter 1940 did 20 per cent. more 
business than same period in 
1939. 1941 production estimate 
15,000 new houses, turnover of 


tail trade in Philadelphia looks 
forward to the most encourag- 
ing year it has had in the last 
decade. In December, the Fed- 
eral Reserve figures showed an 
increase in Department Store 
sales of over seven per cent.; 
in January, an increase of over 


r all to exceed those of 1940 by at ness during the next two or $82,500,000.” Edward A. Kerr, eight per cent. At this writing, 
L least thirty per cent.” A. L. three years.” Fred S. Davis, Pres., Home Builders’ Ass’n of the trend is definitely higher.” 
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Idaho Dealers Fare Well as Legislative Session Ends 


Important Changes Made 


In Certificate of Title Law 


BOISE, Idaho.— With the ter- 
mination of the 26th legislative 
session here, many bills of in- 
terest to automobile dealers in the 
state were introduced. A resume 
of the major bills passed and de- 
feated follows: 


A measure recodifying the 
statute regarding the issuance of 
motor vehicle certificates of title 
has been passed by the legislature, 
signed by the governor and will go 
into effect on May 12, 1941. 

The new certificate of title law 
gives the public a guaranteed title 
fully protecting all interests shown 
on the certificate. Under the pro- 
cedure set up in the new act, any 
conditional sales contract, title 
note, or mortgage will have to be 
shown on the certificate of title to 
be valid as against the innocent 
third party. This provision will be 
very beneficial to dealers and the 
public as they will know definitely 
what liens exist against a motor 
vehicle by referring to the cer- 
tificate of title. 


Incorporated in the new measure 
is a provision for the certificate of 
title to be delivered to the holder 
of the first lien on a motor vehicle 
and he, in turn, is to sign off his 
interests and deliver the certificate 
to the owner when the obligation 
is paid. This will eliminate a great 
amount of inconvenience which 
Idaho dealers have experienced in 
trading in cars which were clear 
of encumbrance and because the 
certificate being in the owner’s 
possession did not have the in- 
terests of the lien holder signed 
off on the certificate. 


When the measure was being 
drafted, particular attention was 
paid to placing additional restric- 
tions around the issuance of dupli- 
cate certificates of title. Duplicate 
certificates will now carry a nota- 
tion of the fact that the duplicate 


is a “duplicate” and must also in- 
dicate how many duplicates of this 
particular certificate have been is- 
sued. Further protection in this 
connection is gained through mak- 
ing it necessary to delay the is- 
suance of a “duplicate” for a period 
of 10 days. This delay will make it 
possible for any previous transfer 
to clear before the duplicate copy 
is issued. This provision was in- 
spired by the possibility of a per- 
son mortgaging a motor vehicle 
and then securing a duplicate so 
that he might transfer the vehicle 
to an unsuspecting party before the 
mortgage could be made of record. 


Additional safeguards were 
thrown around a title being issued 
in this state for the first time. The 
applicant will now have to furnish 
a certificate of title from another 
state and in case the car comes 
from a state which does not use 
titles, the application must be ac- 
companied by a notarized bill of 
sale or such evidence of ownership 
as the state from which the car 
came requires. 


Senator S. L. Thorpe, of Jerome 
(Dodge dealer), and Senator L. F. 
Heagle, of Hailey (Ford dealer), 
were very active in securing the 
passage of the new title act and 
are entitled to a lot of credit for 
the passage of this measure. Like- 
wise, dealers in all parts of the 
state are entitled to credit for sell- 
ing their legislative representatives 
on the necessity of this change. 


Other legislative activities in 
which dealers were interested were 
the defeat of measures’. which 
would have empowered a commis- 
sioner of labor to come into a 
dealer’s place and check up his 
books. Another would have re- 
stricted the use of trucks for the 
hauling of merchandise for sale to 
a radius of 175 miles. Tightening 
of the insurance agent’s qualifica- 


x * * 


First MILLion FIRSTS 


According to the latest Starch Consumer Magazine 
Report covering eighteen publications, The National 
Geographic Magazine’s leadership in that group is 


shown as follows: 


1 


vertising pages. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of black and white ad- 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of four-color advertis- 


ing pages. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 


in percentage of major executives 


who are 


heads of reader families. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of professional men who are heads 


of reader families. 


9 


$5,000 or more. 


6 


$3,000 or more. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


First among ali weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


Sell the First Million First 


THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Net Paid Circulation Exceeds 1,000,000 











OTHER LINCOLN dealers 
in a 60-car Lincoln-Zephyr driveaway from Detroit last week. The group, photo- 


graphed at the entrance of the 


White, Williamston, W. Va.; 


from the Huntington (W. Va.) area participated 


Ford Rotunda in Dearborn includes the follow- 
ing: Rear row, left to right, Fin Gray, Portsmouth, O.; L. : eoaddus 
Lincoln-Mercury branch manager, Cincinnati; J 
Bob Mathews, 


Broaddus, 
- D. Nash, Huntington; Lyle 
Athens, O. Foreground, T. A 


Galyean, Huntington Lincoln-Mercury distributor; L. C. Scott, Port 05 
Ralph F. Lynn, Lincoln sales representative of Cincinnati. 


Higher Taxes 


in Prospect 


For Residents of Texas 


Special to Automotive News 

AUSTIN, Tex. — A substantial 
increase in taxes on Texas citizens 
seemed in the cards last week as 
the house of representatives passed 
a $25,500,000 tax bill for social 
security purposes. 

Automobile finance companies 
were caught by the tax net for 
the first time as the house voted 
a 1 percent tax on all paper held 
by these companies, estimated to 
raise $2,000,000 a year. 

Sales of corporate stocks would 


tion act, which would have made 
it more difficult and expensive for 
dealers to purchase reciprocal in- 
surance on their stocks of cars, 
parts and accessories. 

Another measure which would 
have placed additional burden on 
motor vehicle owners was defeated. 
It would have placed a 1 percent 
tax on the market value of a pas- 
senger car in addition to the pres- 
ent $5 license. 


Looking at the entire legislative 
picture for 1941 proves beyond 
doubt that the Idaho dealers fared 
well with the legislature this year. 
Far better than they have in many 
previous sessions. It may be that 
measures which were passed will 
have some bugs in them. If such is 
the case, they will be _ closely 
checked and Idaho’s next legisla- 
ture will be asked to correct them. 


Rohm & Haas Building 


Pacific Coast Plant 


PHILADELPHIA.—To speed ser- 
vice to aircraft companies on the 
west coast, the Rohm & Haas Co. 
here is building a branch plant in 
the Los Angeles area, scheduled 
to begin operation May 1. 


The new building will be de- 
voted primarily to national de- 
fense work in the fabrication of 
Plexiglas sheets into cockpit en- 
closures, observation turrets, and 
similar transparent plastic parts 
for military planes. 


Out of Hopper 


N.H. Labor Bill Killed 

CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS). — The 
“Baby Wage-Hour Act’’ (house bill 
No. 248) has been killed in the house 
of representatives of the state legisla- 
ture here. The bill was supported by 
labor leaders and denounced by sev- 
erai business groups. 

- . ° 


N.H. Traffic Bill Passed 

CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS).—House 
bill No. 160, which empowers the 
state highway commissioner to estab- 
lish uniform standards of traffic signs 
and devices throughout New Hamp- 
shire, has been given final approval by 
the state senate and sent to Gov. 
Robert O. Blood for his signature. 

a * o 


Fuel Tax Reenacted 

COLUMBUS, O.—Observing a strict 
party vote, the Ohio house of repre- 
sentatives last week passed the Ad- 
ministration bill to continue the one 
cent liquid fuel tax for another period 
of two years. Having been previously 
passed by the senate, the measure will 
reach Gov. Bricker’s desk for his sig- 


nature before the last day of the 
month, when the tax which has been 
in existence would expire. 


Kill Drunk-Driving Bill 

LINCOLN, Neb.—Judiciary com- 
mittee of the unicameral have killed 
Senator Peterson's bill to write into 
the statutes a definition for drunken 
driving. The bill also provided for 
chemical and blood tests to determine 
the amount of alcohol in the system 
of the driver. 


be taxed 5 cents a share, with an 
estimated yield of $500,000 a year. 

Approximately $1,500,000 a year 
in new taxes would be raised by 
& boost in the franchise tax rate 
from a sliding scale to a flat tax 
of $1 per year on each $1,000 of 
capital stock. 

The oil industry was heavily hit 
in the bill, thus presaging a pos- 
sible boost in gasoline prices if 
the measure becomes law. 

By tightening loopholes in the 
gasoline tax law and by including 
butane and other liquefied gases 
under its provisions, an additional 
$1,000,000 a year will be raised. 


The crude oil production indus- 
try would have to carry an addi- 
tional burden of $9,000,000 a year 
under the bill, as the tax was 
raised from 2% cents per barrel to 
4% cents. 


The measure now rests in senate 
committee, with widespread predic- 
tion that a bill raising in the neigh- 
borhood of $15,000,000 will be laid 
on Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel’s desk 
in the not-distant future. 


Farmers’ Income 
Drops Slightly In 
Feb. But Tops “40 


WASHINGTON. — U. S. depart- 
ment of agriculture announcea last 
week that cash income from farm 
marketings and government pay- 
ments in February amounted to 
$629,000,000 against $643,000,000 in 
February, 1940, and the revised to- 
tal of $754,000,000 in January. 


Income from crops in February 
was sharply lower than a year 
earlier because of the smaller 
amount of corn placed under loan 
and smaller sales of tobacco. De- 
cline in income from crops, how- 
ever, was offset by larger returns 
from meat animals and dairy prod- 
ucts, and total income from farm 
marketings was $2,000,000 larger 
than in February last year. Gov- 
ernment payments in February 
totaled $82,000,000 compared with 
$98,000,000 in February last year 
and $87,000,000 in January. 


During the next few months, the 
department stated, it is likely that 
cash income from livestock and 
livestock products will continue to 
show substantial increases over the 
corresponding months of last year. 
Cash farm income from crops usu- 
ally declines until April and then 
increases until October, but “it is 
quite possible that the low point 
for this year was reached in Febru- 
ary and that income from crops 
will increase somewhat in the next 
few months.” 


Ask Pa. Dealers to Back 
‘Good Roads Amendment’ 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
Automobile dealers were urged in 
a bulletin sent out last week by 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn. to 
support the “Good Roads Amend- 
ment” to the state constitution 
recently introduced in the house. 

The measure, C. S. Klugh, man- 
ager of PAA, said, “will prevent 
permanent diversion of highway 
user taxes to other than transporta- 
tion purposes, but will at same time 
allow temporary use of idle road 
funds by other state departments, 
under rigid restrictions.” 





Nash to Celebrate 
Record Sales At 


Victory Dinners 


DETROIT. — Nash dealers and 
distributors are planning a nation- 
wide series of “Victory Dinners” to 
celebrate what now promises to be 
the biggest first quarter sales rec- 


ord in the history of the company, 


according to W. A. Blees, general 


sales manager. 
The dinners, which will be held 


from Apr. 5 to Apr. 22 at 33 differ- 


ent points, have been arranged in 
such a way as to be easily acces- 


sible to all of the company’s deal- 


ers. 

One of the features of the dinners 
will be the recognition of the 
achievement of sales-leading deal- 
ers, distributors and Nash Honor 
Club salesmen. Although the com- 
pany did not stage a sales contest 
during March, the field organiza- 
tion itself divided for competition 
on a local and regional rivalry 
basis, and the various units com- 
peted against each other on quotas 
set up for the month. It is on the 
results of this competition that spe- 
cial awards are to be based, Blees 
said. 

Factory officials, besides Blees, 
who will attend the dinners in- 
clude O. L. Arnold and R. H. 
Israel, assistant general sales man- 
agers, and A. R. Boscow, fleet sales 
manager. 


Correction... 


“I appreciate the space you 
devoted March 24 to the cover- 
age of the meeting of dealers in 
Newark, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing a program for training 
mechanics. 

“However, I am much con- 
cerned over certain inaccuracies 
contained in the report of my 
remarks. The statements pub- 
lished are so far afield, that I 
feel it calls for a publication 
of correction in your next issue. 


“In the first place, I did not 
counsel against merchandising 
at low prices. I did counsel 
against excessive over - allow- 
ances, and merchandising at 
less than reasonable profit. 


“Secondly, I am quoted as 
recommending that used cars be 
not pushed too fast. What I 
really recommended was that 
good used car merchandise be 
not sacrificed. 

“Thirdly, ‘another readjust- 
ment advocated by Mallon was 
an increase in the cost of ser- 
vice to customers, as well as an 
uptrend in the cost of new and 
used cars.’ 

“This is a most serious mis- 
quotation. While my remarks 
were extemporaneous, I of 
course, expressed what has been 
my thinking right along, and it 
was to this effect — 


“Do not jump prices before 
necessary.’ I further stated that 
I had attended conferences in 
Washington of the Retail Con- 
sumer division of the National 
Defense Commission, and I as- 
sured our dealers that Washing- 
ton would watch this situation 
closely. 

“As to the increase in cost of 
labor to customers. I urged that 
all dealers adjust mechanics pay 
to a basis comparable with other 
industries in order to minimize 
loss of our present forces to 
firms operating on defense work. 
I further stated that this would 
necessarily involve an increased 
cost to the customer for his 
service, which I felt was war- 
ranted under such conditions, 
and recommended that the deal- 
ers arrive at an agreement with 
their respective factories, so fac- 
tory allowances to the dealer on 
labor rendered gratis to the cus- 
tomer would be on an equitable 
basis. 

“You can readily see that my 
basic thinking is far from what 
was reported in the article, and 
in justice to all concerned I feel 
that a prompt correction should 
be published.”—William L. Mal- 
lon, president Newark Automo- 
bile Trade Assn., Newark. 
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Tax-Reduced Business Prof its Keep Wall Street Quiet 


Activity Seen Depending 


On Developments in War 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 

NEW YORK.—Aware that volume 
of business is at a high level for 
many corporations but that profits 
are not rising in proportion to the 
gains in sales, investors still refuse 
to bid prices up in Wall Street. 

The indication now is that the 
next major move in the stock mar- 
ket will be determined by events 
in the European war. A bad setback 
for Germany would, it is believed, 
bring a sharp advance in prices, 
whereas a bad setback for Britain 
would have directly opposite re- 
sults. 

Contrary to earlier experience, 
the car and truck company stocks 
in the past week or so have shown 
more resistance to unsettling news 
than the parts and accessory group. 
This may only reflect, however, the 
fact that over the past year the 
record of the parts and accessory 
group has been much better than 
that of the car and truck. For 
instance, the price average for 
the car and truck group now 
stands almost nine points below a 
year ago, whereas the parts group 
price average is slightly higher 
than in 1940 at this time. 

The tire and rubber group is well 
below last year’s level but in this 
category there have been special 
developments to contend with, in- 
cluding the threat to crude rubber 
supplies from the far east. 

On the domestic front, the ques- 
tion of taxation is getting a lot 
of attention in Wall Street. It is 


Profit in Last Half 
Doesn’t Wipe Out 
Hudson’s 40 Loss 


DETROIT.—Although it operated 
at a profit during the last half of 
the year, Hudson Motor Car Co. 
had a net loss for the full year 
1940 of $1,507,780, compared with a 
loss of $1,356,750 for 1939, accord- 
ing to A. E. Barit, president. These 
figures are after all charges in- 
cluding interest, depreciation and 
taxes. 

Total car shipments for the year 
amounted to 87,900. Domestic ship- 
ments increased 14 percent over 
the previous year, but export ship- 
ments, due to war conditions, suf- 
fered a sharp reduction and as a 
consequence the gain in shipments 
for the entire business was 7 per- 
cent. 


Earnin gs— 


Allis-Chalmers Net Up 
WEST ALLIS, Wis.—Allis-Chalmers 
Mfg. Co. reports earnings of $5,051,444 
for 1940, against $3,719,546 the previous 
year. Although orders increased 652 
percent in 1940 over 1939 and net sales 


rose 17 percent, taxes cut sharply into 
the company’s earnings, according to 
Max W. Babb, president. 


. ~ x 


Fruehauf Trailer 

DETROIT. — Fruehauf Trailer Co., 
and subsidiaries, exclusive of the 
Canadian company, shows in the year 
1940 a net profit of $1,526,928, equal, 
after preferred dividend requirements, 
to $3.52 a share on common. In 1939 
the company reported a consolidated 
net profit of $1,829,041 or $4.58 a share 
on capital stock then outstanding. Pre- 
ferred stock was not issued until April, 
1940. 

* * * 
Yellow’s Dividend 

DETROIT.—Yellow Truck & Coach 
Mfg. Co. has declared dividends of 25 
cents a share each on the company’s 
common and class B stocks, payable 
Apr. 17, 1941, to stockholders of record 
Apr. 1, 1941. 


* - * 


Republic Steel Backlog 
YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Revealing that 
Republic Steel Corp.’s plants are as- 
sured good operations for some time 
to come, a pamphlet has been sent to 
stockholders announcing that the com- 
Pany has the largest backlog of or- 
ders in its history on its books at 
the close of 1940. The 1940 net income 
Was $21,113,507, equal, after preferred 
dividends of $4,564,149, to $2.91 a share 
yn 5,670,627 outstanding common 
sn Ss, against a net income of $10,- 
071,343 in 1939. 
= * > 
Woodall Industries 

DETROIT.—Woodall Industries, In¢ 
reports for the six months ended Feb 
28, 1941, a net profit of $215,968, after 
federal income and_ excess_ profits 
taxes, etc., equal to 72 cents a share 
against $211,674 or 70 cents a share for 
sx months ended Feb. 29, 1940 





STOCK PRICE. AVERAGES 


Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

24 motors ........... 30.24 30.04 —0.20 36.98 
10 car-truck co.’s . 31.06 30.87 —0.19 39.60 
10 parts-access, 27.30 27.00 —0.30 26.75 
beveus 17.95 17.85 —0.10 22.14 


4 tire-rubbers 


interesting to note in this connec- 
tion that many companies in fig- 
uring their earnings for the first 
quarter of this year are setting 
aside tax reserves on a basis of a 
federal corporation tax of 30 per- 
cent instead of on the basis of the 
24 percent now existing. This, too, 
would indicate that current stock 
prices have pretty well discounted 
a rise in the normal corporation 
income tax rate to 30 percent. But 
what will be done about the excess 
profits tax remains one of the ma- 
jor questions. 

In the meantime, activity in the 
stock markets continues to be 
small. 








CLOSE INSPECTION of these two cars, pictured in front of the White House 
in Washington, reveals the important role that Uncle Sam’s motor-mindedness 
is playing in arming the nation. Side by side are the Army’s newest motorized 
unit and its stock-car prototype, the Willys. Americar. Dubbed ‘‘jeep’’ by 
Army men, the little military car uses the same power plant as its passenger-car 
counterpart, carries four men, travels 70 miles an_ hour, and is small enough 
to fit into the hold of an Army transport plane. Willys has an order for 1,500. 
measurement tiniest 


1 ; at the Detroit-Leland hotel. 
Racing Fraternity to Hold Jack Storey, radio commentator, 
Annual Conclave Apr. 4-6! will act as master of ceremonies 
DETROIT. — The sixth annual) at the banquet. Movies and discus- 
convention and banquet of Amer-j|sions of the past year’s activities 
ican Racing Fraternity and Asso-|will make up the convention pro- 
ciates will be held here Apr. 4-6) gram. 








Here’s what the 
Cadillac Franchise 


Now that the addition of the low-priced 
Sixty-One has made Cadillac a big-volume 

line, Cadillac can use a few more dealers 

in strategically located points. What this 4 
rare opportunity can mean to men who can 
qualify is readily apparent in these few 
highlights of the Cadillac franchise. 


l You will sell a line which is capturing 
37-8% of its field. Above $1250, Cadil- x 
lac dealers are selling more cars than 
any two competitors combined. 


z You will get the largest average gross 
profit per car obtainable with any fran- 
chise. Each new Cadillac sale brings a 


Can Do for 


tied up in used cars. 


dealers 


gross return as much as twice that 


made in selling many other lines. 


3 You will considerably simplify your used 
car operation. The average value of 
Cadillac dealers’ used cars is less than 















badillac 


RMU eT / Ce eat mee ie ey 










Detroit. State tax, optional equipment and accessories — extra. 


Prices subject to change without notice. A General Motors Value. 











Packard Profit 
Rises Over °39, 
Hits $774,147 


DETROIT.—Packard Motor Car 
Co. and subsidiaries reported for 
1940 net profit of $774,147, equal to 
5 cents a share on the common, 
against $545,867 or 4 cents a share 
in 1939. 

Output of new Packard cars will 
be as large this year as last year, 
marine engine sales will be con- 
siderably larger and aircraft en- 
gine shipments will be made dur- 
ing the last half, M. M. Gilman, 
president, stated. Increase in dol- 
lar volume should so favorably af- 
fect earnings that payments of 
dividends can be resumed during 
the year, he stated. 


New Nash Dealers 


DETROIT.—Nash Motors, experienc- 
ing the biggest sales gains in its his- 
tory, appointed 71 new dealers through- 
out the United States during Febru- 
ary, it is reported by W. - Blees, 
general sales manager. 





YOU 


the gross profit per new Cadillac sold 
—which means very little actual cash 





You will be more thoroughly protected in 
your territory than with any other fran- 
chise, because Cadillac does not place 
in territories where sales 
potentials will not support them. 


You can, in most points, acquire this 
franchise at very low cost. Dealers now 
handling lower-priced lines can add the 
Cadillac franchise for an initial cash in- 
vestment of less than the gross profit 
on one new Cadillac sale. 


Are you interested? Then write directly 
to D. E. Ahrens, General Sales Manager, 
at the Cadillac factory in Detroit. Immedi- 
ate action is advised as the opportunities 
available are necessarily few. 
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Increased Output to Eliminate 


Need for Priority, AISI Says 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT.—Pointing out the im- 
portance of steel in making Amer- 
ica the “arsenal of democracy,” 
American Iron and Steel Institute 
has published a booklet citing that 
the industry is capable of produc- 
ing enough steel to meet all our 
needs without the necessity of 
clamping any priority on steel. 

“Rated” capacity of the industry 
was more than 84,000,000 tons at 
the close of 1940, which represents 
about 44 percent of the world’s 
steelmaking capacity. Estimated 
capacity in foreign countries is 
105,000,000 tons, the booklet re- 
ports. 

Steel production in the U. S. last 
year was 67,000,000 tons, while the 
combined total in all countries out- 
side the U. S. was 92,500,000 tons. 
About 42,500,000 tons were produced 
in continental Europe, excluding 
Russia. Russia produced 21,800,000 
tons, Japan about 7,100,000 tons, 
United Kingdom 15,000,000 tons, 
Canada 2,000,000 tons and the esti- 
mated production of all other 
nations was 4,100,000 tons. 


With the operations in the steel 
industry over 95 percent of ca- 
pacity for some months and sev- 
eral companies actually producing 
more than 100 percent of “rated’’ 
capacity, no apparent strain on fa- 
cilities is seen thus far. 


The reason that any company 
can operate at more than “rated” 
capacity is that the “rated” ca- 
pacity of the industry is the sum 
total of maximum output attained 
in any recent year by each fur- 
nace, less about 11 percent which 
is taken off for shut-downs and 
repairs, the booklet points out. 
Thus, the “rated” capacity is not 
the production ceiling, but by re- 
ducing the length of the shutdowns, 
the industry could lift output as 
much as 2.5 percent above its 
“rated” capacity in a year, and for 
shorter periods it could probably 
operate at an even higher rate. 

If the necessity arises in 1941, 
steel output could total as much as 
86,000,000 tons and 90,000,000 tons 
could be turned out in 1942, it was 
stated. It is estimated that when 





the defense program is in full 
swing a total of 8,000,000 tons may 
be used for defense in a year, and 
another 12,000,000 tons for export 
to Great Britain, Canada, South 
America and other countries, leav- 
ing at least 66,000,000 tons which 
could be turned out for domestic 
civilian use. 

This is seen as more than ample, 
since in the best peace-time year 
on record, 1929, domestic use of 
steel was equal to 57,500,000 tons. 
This represented 950 pounds per 
capita, whereas the 66,000,000 tons 
represents 1,010 per capita or 6 
percent more than in 1929. Steel 
output in 1940 represented 82 per- 
cent of the industry’s “rated” ca- 
pacity as of the end of 1939, which 
is 78 percent less than present 
“practical” capacity. 

Of the steel used in this country 
last year about 13 percent was 
used in the construction of high- 
ways, cantonments, dams, bridges 
and factories, including a good deal 
of defense plant construction. 
About 18 percent went to the auto- 
motive industry to build passenger 
cars, trucks and mechanized mili- 
tary equipment. Railroads took 
about 10 percent and another 10 
percent went to make tin cans, 
steel drums and other containers. 
The other 49 percent was used for 
machinery and tool makers, to in- 
dustries that press or stamp steel 
into various products, to ordnance 
makers, shipbuilders and many 
other industries. 

It has been estimated that, ex- 
clusive of guns and armor, the to- 
tal number of naval vessels, now 
under construction or appropriated 
for, will require less than 1,200,000 
tons of steel over the next four 
years. 

A 45,000-ton battleship will re- 
quire about 20,000 tons of ordinary 
steel, an aircraft carrier about 17,- 
000 tons, a cruiser about 5,500 tons 
and a destroyer about 700 tons. 

In building a transport or heavy 
bomber plane at least five tons of 
high grade alloy steel is required, 
the booklet says. At the most, 250,- 
000 tons of high quality steel would 
be needed to build 50,000 airplanes 
of various types. 








ANNOUNCING . . . . 
A NEW, EXCLUSIVE SERVICE 


AUTOMOBILES 


BONDELIVERED Surety Certificates are 
issued to retail purchasers on all automo- 
biles we deliver by transport which is posi- 
tive guarantee that they were not driven. 


THE BUYER IS THE FIRST DRIVER! 


Telephone, wire or write us for full particulars. Serving: 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, 


Oklahoma, Northern Kentucky, 


Memphis, Tenn. 


Eastern Iowa and 


AUTOMOBILE SHIPPERS, INC. 


GENE CasaroLL, President 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


COPYRIGHT 1941 BY AUTOMOBILE SHIPPERS, INC., DETROIT 
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High Speed Ford 
Airplane Engine 
Expected by June 


DETROIT. - 
experimental stage, the new Ford 
supercharged aircraft engine prob- 
ably will be perfected by June 1, 
H. C. Van Rance, chief aeronautical 
designer of Ford Motor Co., said 
last week before the American 
Society of Tool Engineers at its 
annual convention and exposition 
here. 

The new engine is said to have 
more power and lighter displace- 
ment than any engine now on the 
market. 

Van Rance revealed for the first 
time the makeup of the new motor 
which has been under tests since 
last summer. 

How fast the new engine would 
allow an airplane to go, he de- 
clined to discuss, explaining that 
the task thus far has been to 
supply the power. He also said that 
he could make no predictions con- 
cerning production. 

The new engine, with a super- 
charged exhaust-driven turbine to 
function throughout the entire 
range of flying and with a maxi- 
mum take-off horsepower of be- 
tween 1,800 and 2,000 and cruising 
horsepower of 1,500, will propel a 
ship faster than anything now in 
the air, he indicated. 


He pointed out that other planes 
use superchargers mostly for ac- 
quiring altitude. He described the 
Ford engine as weighing less than 
a pound a horsepower, considerably 
less than any present engine. 


A two - cylinder test engine, 
V-typed, and liquid-cooled has been 
completed for several months. 


The motor is designed to be 
flown with the throttle wide open 
with speed adjustments to be made 
by regulating pressure in the mani- 
fold and through the pitch of the 
propeller blades. 


Meanwhile, William J. Cameron, 
in his regular Sunday evening 
broadcast, said, $11,000,000 airplane- 
parts assembly plant being pre- 
pared by Ford will supply “two 
great companies in the aviation 
industry . . with sets of parts 
at a value of somewhere between 
$150,000,000 and $180,000,000.” 


Cameron also declared that the 
Ford company, along with others 
in the automobile industry, had an- 
ticipated government needs and 
had prepared for them in advance 
without waiting for orders or con- 
tracts. 






More Steel Expansion 
Needed, Fortune Avers 
NEW YORK.—Further expan- 

sion of U. S. steel capacity is 

needed to meet the defense de- 
mands, unless consumption in 


civilian industries is drastically 
curtailed, 


“Fortune” magazine 
declares today in its April issue. 

Appraising the problems cre- 
ated by shortages that already 
have developed in steel produc- 
tion, the magazine points out 
that “figures of capacity are one 
thing: structural shapes and 
bars, billets and wire rods, on 
the unloading platforms behind 
the factory, are something else.” 


While still in the} 








PISTONS and rocker arms for the full production of the new Wright 2,000 


horsepower ‘‘Cyclone’”’ 


airplane engines, 


will be manufactured by Hudson, 


it was announced last week. Above, right, I. B. Swegles, vice-president in 
charge of manufacturing, and H. Murray Northrup, chief engineer, are shown 
examining the precision parts which will be produced in one wing of the huge 
Hudson factory in Detroit. Hudson will be the sole source of these parts, it 


was said. 





U.S. Control of Prices, Wages 
Opposed by NAM Committee 


NEW YORK. — Automotive and 
related industrialists were among 
the key executives attending a 
meeting here of the national de- 
fense committee of the National 
Assn. of Manufacturers, which 
adopted five resolutions designed 
to spur industry's “all out” defense 
cooperation and to aid in solving 
the problems expected after the 
present dislocation of business is 
ended. 

Those attending the session, held 
at the Hotel Biltmore, included 
Earle W. Webb, president Ethyl 
Gasoline Corp.; N. W. Pickering, 
president Farrel-Birmingham Co., 
Inc.; R. J. Wysor, president Re- 
public Steel Corp., and Charles E. 
Wilson, president General Electric 
Co. John D. Biggers, director of 
production for the Office of Pro- 
duction Management, met with 
the committee, of which W. P. 
Witherow, president of the Blaw- 
Knox Corp., is chairman. 

Opposition to any governmental 
freezing of prices or wageS was 
expressed in one of the resolu- 
tions, which stated the attitude of 
American business to be that no- 
body should make excessive profits 
from defense, but that there should 
be no “economic strait-jackets” to 
kill individual initiative or retard 
production. All inflationary moves, 
|'whether in prices or wages, were 
| opposed. 
| “Furthermore, such freezing of 
prices of all goods, services and 
‘labor rates would require the set- 
|ting up of supervisory controls by 
| government which would be cum- 
'bersome, costly and largely _un- 





WHILE FRAMES are rushed to completion at one 
on the site of Studebaker’s aviation plant in South Bend 
on at the other end. The plant, one of three, is to be 


installation in May. 


end of this long trench 
, cement pouring goes 
ready for machinery 


workable, with confusion, uncer- 
tainty and lower production 
resulting. 


“However, if the government 
should find that there are unfair 
and harmful price or wage in- 
creases in certain industries pro- 
ducing products vital to the na- 
tional defense program and that 
the solution requires the fixing 
of maximum prices or wages, then 
such controls should be confined 
to those industries. Any such fixing 
by government of prices and wages 
should be undertaken only as a 
last resort and after all other 
efforts to solve the problem in 
each individual industry have 
failed.” 


Hudson to Build 
Parts for Wright 
Cyclone Engine 


DETROIT. — Pistons and rocker 
arm assemblies for the full produc- 
tion of the new Wright 2,000 horse- 
power “Cyclone” airplane engines 
will be manufactured by the Hud- 
son Motor Car Co., according to an 
announcement made last week by 
A. E. Barit, president. 


The announcement followed of- 
ficial disclosure of a contract with 
the Wright Aeronautical Corp., 
naming Hudson as the sole source 
of these parts which will be used 
in assembly of the 14-cylinder en- 
gines to be built in the new Wright 
plant now under construction at 
Lockland, O., near Cincinnati. 


Piston and rocker arm assemb- 
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lies will be produced in one wing ——— 


of the Hudson plant here. Prepara- 
ticns for the project have been 
under way for the past five months, 
Zarit said, with tooling and in- 


stallation of machinery requiring | 


several months more. 


U. S. Spending Exceeds 
42 Billions for Defense 
WASHINGTON.—The present 

bill for United States defense, 

plus British war orders, was 


computed last week at $42,688,- 
800,000. 


The Office of Production 
Management said that author- 
ized and proposed federal 
expenditures amounted to $39,- 
177,800,000, including the $7,000,- 
000,000 appropriated under the 
Lease-Lend Act. British orders 
placed directly in this country 
totaled $3,511,000,000. 
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1s La. Truckers Told Evils of Interstate Trade Barriers 


By Fred Cumbus 
Staff Correspondent 

| NEW ORLEANS. — Condemna- 

tion of trade barriers between 

Istates through creation of hin- 

‘drances to free movement of mo- 

itor trucks and the election of J. R. 

‘Herrin of Shreveport as president, 

featured the annual meeting here 

of the Louisiana Motor Transport 

Assn. March 12 to 14. 

| Addressing a session of the as- 

isociation Ted V. Rodgers, president 

lof the American Trucking Assns., 

Inc. declared the 48 states may 

isoon become as many “Little Bal- 

‘kans” in the matter of trade bar- 

‘riers against the free movement of 

trucks, unless steps are taken to 

‘halt this trend. 

Rodgers said he expected to see 
tthe interstate commerce commis- 
sion soon issue a ruling on a 
recommended standard pay load 
for trucks and help to end the con- 
fusion in states which now permit 
102,000 gross payload in Rhode 
Island and 7,200 net load in Texas. 

P. A. Frye, director of state pub- 
t 2,000 lic service department, urged the 
udson, group to familiarize themselves 
ent in with the provisions of the motor 
sion” carrier act of 1938, which gave his 
rts, it department jurisdiction over the 
“For Hire” carriers. Les Allman, 
Detroit trailer firm executive, also 
addressed the meeting. 

Ss The meeting also featured a 
parade of model transport trucks 
operated by the members and was 

fee concluded with a banquet. 

A contract carriers division was 








incer- 


tion Rails Use Express 


ment Gag to Chisel On 


fai 2 
eine Carriers, ATA Says 
, hwo" WASHINGTON. — Charging the 


that Tailroacs are attempting to enter 
fixing the trucking business by a flank 
then attack through the rail-owned Rail- 
ifined Way Express Agency, American 
fixing Trucking Assns. last week urged 
wages the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
as a sion to refrain from granting the 
other agency rights to perform motor 
m in carrier operations pending thor- 
have ough study of the issues involved. 

In a petition filed by J. Ninian 

Beall, its general counsel, the ATA 

challenged claims that truck oper- 
1 ations of the express agency in 

conducting its “express business” 
ht are “different” from truck opera- 
7 tions performed by independent 
ine motor carriers. 

The express agency, the petition 
ocker added, was seeking to use the 
oduc- alleged difference of its operations 
iorse- as justification for inaugurating na- 
gines tionwide truck operations over ex- 
Hud- tensive routes already served by 
to an existing independent trucking com- 
1k by panies. 

“Under the inadequately defined 
d of- term ‘express business,’’’ the peti- 
with tion stated, “the Railway Express 
Corp., Agency pretends to be engaged in 
ource a business having special charac- 
used teristics which it claims without 
r en- defining, to be different from the 
right transportation by truck of property 
yn at by motor carriers and railroads.” 


semb- ° : 
wing Obituaries— 
para- 


been Colt, Veteran Distributor 

‘es Of Cars, Is Dead at 69 

iring _ BRONXVILLE, N. Y.— William 
L. Colt, 69, president and general 


manager of Dodge Motors of New 
York, Inc., and former president of 


ls Automobile Merchants Assn. of 
: New York, died here March 26 
1S€ | after a long illness. 

ent | Successively, Mr. Colt was identi- 
ns€, | fied with American Bicycle Co., 
waS 1 Cleveland Motor Co., Colt-Stratton 
88,- Co. (Cole motor car), Dodge distri- 
; butor (1914), Willys - Overland 
ion | (eastern divisional manager, 1917), 
10r~ | Maxwell-Chalmers Co., and, since 
eral | 1930, with Dodge Motors of New 
39,- | York. 

00,- » » € 

the W. E. Anderson 

lers | VANCOUVER. B. C.— William E. 
itry Anderson, founder of Hayes Anderson 


Motor Co 





home here 


Standard Pay Load Needed 
_ Between States, Rodgers Says 


motor truck and bus build- | 
ing firm here, died recently at his | 


formed at the meeting and a com- 1941 
mittee consisting of Donald Hear-|| P°- 
ing and John H. Golden of Baton 
Rouge and M. J. Jaubert of New 
Orleans was named to prepare a 
constitution and by-laws. 


Other officers elected by the as- = 
sociation were: W. G. Stephenson, —_ 
New Orleans, first vice-president; —_ 


R. C. Wisdom, Lake Charles, sec-|| 8— 
ond vice-president; Raymond|| 9 
Heard, Ruston, third vice-presi-|| 10— 
dent; C. A. Littlejohn, Baton 
Rouge, treasurer, and Ben H. Gray- 
son, Baton Rouge, secretary and 
general manager. 


AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS: 





Truck Top Ten 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1—28,435 Chevrolet 
2—24,611 Ford 

8—11,576 International 8,320— 3 
4—10,735 GMC 


See Page 14 for full details. 
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1940 

Make Pos. 
23,434— 1 
,528— 2 
mr for which 


6,925 Dodge 6,855— 4 || Fish, 
1,313 Plymouth 1,176— 6 
1,300 White 672— 9 


826— 7 
790— 8 
142—15 


960 Mack 
704 Diamond T 
345 Studebaker 


Total All Makes 
88,484 67,805 


stamina, and economy for every heavy-duty truck user. 


All-sizes, including 
6-wheel and Diesel- 
powered units. 


OW International Harvester pre- 

sents the new International 
HEAVY-DUTY Trucks— rugged, 
powerful trucks that are built for heavy 
hauling! Here is a glimpse of one of the 
many handsome models with which 
International begins its 34th year of 
truck manufacture. 

From the moment you enter the new 
all-steel Comfort Cab with its foam- 
type rubber seat cushion and put one 
of these beautiful new trucks in mo- 
tion, you will feel the difference. First, 
you will find a revelation in easy steering. 
Outstanding engineering is evident in 


spring of 1941,” according to W. E. 
manager, 
mercial car department. 

This prediction 
two factors now operating in the 
American business scene, Fish said. 
First is the normal advance in ac- 
tivity among commercial car users 
with the advent of spring. Second, 
is the increasing industrial output 
induced by national defense work.| from farm to factory.” 


retail 
is destined 


Chevrolet com- 


is based upon 


Introduction of the handsome new line of International HEAVY-DUTY Trucks makes the 
International Truck franchise more valuable than ever as a volume and business-builder for dealers. Here’s new power, 








the new Hi-Tork brakes, the rugged 
rear axle, the latger easier-riding springs. 
These and many other International 
features, topped by the powerful new 
engine, bring you what it takes to out- 
perform and out-economize the past. 

Get acquainted with International’s 
new K-line trucks and you will under- 
stand why more heavy-duty Interna- 
tionals are sold than any other make. See 
these new Internationals at the nearest 
dealer’s showroom, or at any Company- 
owned branch. Catalogs on request. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
180 North Michigan Avenue 


Chicago, Ulinois 


e delivery man, 
in the | their transport equipment with an 
leye toward doing a more effective 
job during the year. 

“Over and above this normal sea- 
sonal activity,” Fish added, “is the 
more important role the truck is 
playing in transporting men and 
materials from one plant to an- 
other, from camp to maneuver site, 
from manufacturer to contractor, 





Rise in Industrial Activity 
Seen Boosting Truck Sales 


DETROIT.--“At no time in the “Spring is the season when all 
history of this country has the/truck users, from the farmer to 


motor truck played the vital role! the 


review 
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Extra bonuses for these boys! And an e 
time to celebrate extra-good business! 
Branch Ford dealers and salesmen are et 
royally, following a record-breaking Jan 


ruary sales period. 


*« FORD MOTOR COMPANY, 
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OOD NEWS TRAVELS FAST! 
G Smart car buyers are 
switching to Ford because 
they want the advantages 
that only a Ford gives 
them at the price. They 
see the style. They check 
the room. They try the 
ride. And they make a deal! 

Celebrating the end of an 


And because the Ford , ; i : exceptionally successful two- 


months’ sales drive, these 


Motor Company and the ’ ; : metropolitan New York 


Ford Dealers and salesmen 


° - are enjoying a get-together 
progressive Ford Dealer an at ealesk of Gammaeie tale 


organization are always an “a "| a i WE chroughout the country. 


Everywhere enthusiasm ran 


on the job and looking of A : . : high as 1941 got off to a 


flying start. 


ahead, the Ford car will 
continue to please the 
buyer and profit the seller. 


Ford Car and Truck sales are soaring onthe Coast, 4 — 4 Kentucky and Tennessee Ford deal- 
too! Dealers and salesmen of Washington and ae | ers and salesmen attend a dinner in 
northern Oregon put on their party in Portland. a y + Louisvilleafter chalking up outstand- 

ing January-February sales records. 


EARBORN, MICHIGAN GD 
ia canna 
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Texas Truck Load Bill is 


& 


38,000 Pound Gross Weight | 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 31, 1941 


Replaces 7,000 Net Limit 


(Continued from Page 1) 


road corporations to include the 
privilege of transporting persons, 
property and merchandise over the 
highways. Sen. Olan Van Zandt of 
Tioga, who led the fight against 
the 38,000-pound truck bill, pro- 
posed a bill which would require 
the Texas Railroad Commission to 
grant certificates to railroads for 





Truck Measures 
Signed Into Law 
By Del. Governor 


DOVER, Del. — Gov. Walter W. 
Bacon has signed a number of 
motor vehicle bills, which were 
sponsored in the state legislature 
here by Senator W. H. T. Purnell. 


The new laws include measures 
making it mandatory to report any 
motor vehicle accident involving $25 
property damage within 24 hours, 
as contrasted with the former mini- 
mum reportable damage of $50; 
providing for revocation or suspen- 
sion of the license of a driver 
convicted of driving a car without 
the consent of the owner, and fix- 
ing fines from $10 to $100 or im- 
prisonment from 10 to 30 days for 
each conviction for exceeding load 
limits set by the state highway 
department during certain periods 
of the year. 


Also signed were bills increasing 
the permissible maximum heights 
of trucks from six feet two inches 
to six feet six inches; providing 
for two amber clearance lights on 
each side of parked trucks; revis- 
ing the legal signals for stopping, 
starting and turning; providing a 
penalty for failure to stop in the 
event of an accident involving in- 
juries or death; revising the motor 
vehicle code section regarding trac- 
tion engines and tractors and pro- 
viding penalties for forging a name 
to a car title. 


Gov. Bacon also signed a bill, 
which was sponsored in the legis- 
lature by Rep. Richards, amending 
the code relating to the weights 
and loads of motor vehicles. 
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HE Abington is conven- 

iently located (see map 
above ). Its attractive rooms 
and suites are Detroit’s 
greatest values. Complete 
hotel service. Dining Room. 
Free parking. Near bus and 
street car. Rooms with bath 
from $3.00. Reasonable 

monthly rates. 
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the operation of motor trucks be- 
tween towns and cities served by 
the rails. 


Sen. W. E. Stone of Galveston 
offered a bill to bar commercial 
motor vehicles from state highways 
on Saturdays, Sundays and _ holi- 
days. 


The 38,000-pound truck bill as 
finally passed included the scien- 
tific formula regulating distribu- 
tion of the load as originally pro- 
posed in both the house and senate 
bills. The final draft also included 
hours of work provisions which its 
authors said were similar to in- 
terstate commerce commission 
regulations. 


Stiff penalties for violating the 
new law were provided: For the 
first offense, fine of $25 to $200- 
second offense within a year, fine 
of $50 to $500 or 60 days in jail or 
both; third offense within a year, 
fine of $100 to $500 or six months 
in jail or both. 





Caravaning Bill 


Advances in Colo. 


DENVER.—The house of repre- 
sentatives last week passed H.B. 
No. 99 on third and final reading. 
The bill is to regulate the caravan- 
ing of motor vehicles in Colorado 
by requiring the person so trans- 
porting the vehicles to obtain a 
permit from the state public utili- 
ties commission and to pay a fee 
of $5 for each vehicle. At present 
the charge is approximately 90 
cents a vehicle. 


The house also passed on third 
and final reading H.B. No. 212, 
which would allow motor vehicle 
carriers licensed by the state pub- 
lic utilities commission to post a 
surety bond with the commission 
to guarantee payment of their road 
tax instead of posting cash, as now 
required. The commission has ap- 
proximately $170,000 in cash sure- 
ties now on hand. 


Neb. Truck Conclave 


LINCOLN, Neb. — ‘“‘Interterritorial 
Freight Rates’’ will be the main topic 
for discussion at the third annual 
transportation conference sponsored by 
the college of business administration 
of the University of Nebraska, to be 
held Apr. 7 in the Student Union 
building of the university. 





THIS TRACTOR-TRAILER combination is kept on the road tantly by 
Bendix Products division of Bendix Aviation Corp. as a “laboratory on wheels” 


for testing and 
equipped with 
under actual road conditions. 


Okla. Measure 


Motor Carriers Introduced 


Special to Automotive News 

OKLAHOMA CITY.—A bill in- 
troduced in the house of repre- 
sentatives will provide for the 
“means for proper regulation of 
the motor carrier industry in Okla- 
homa,” Reford Bond, chairman 
of the corporation commission, has 
announced. 

Describing the present laws as 
antiquated, Bond said representa- 
tives of the commission, of the 
railroads and of the motor carriers 
had described the measure as 
“model legislation.” 

“Present laws do not provide 
for adequate enforcement,’ he 
said, commenting that the present 
motor carrier law was enacted in 
1923, when the industry was in 
its infancy. 

He claimed that under present 
statutes, only those operators who 
voluntarily place themselves under 
jurisdiction of the corporation 
commission are subject to regula- 
tion, explaining that enforcement is 
left to county attorneys and the 
highway patrol. 

The highway patrol never has 
attempted to enforce the law, Bond 
said, and “county attorneys — with 
just a few exceptions — plead that 
they have neither the funds nor 
the time.” 

The bill would create a staff of 
inspectors to act as enforcement 
officers and would make every 
truck or bus operated for hire 
subject to regulations insuring 
blanket protection to the public 
and prevent “discriminatory 
charges,” according to Bond. 

To finance the proposed law, the | 
bill sets up annual fees of $10 


yee new developments in B-K Power Braking. The unit is 
all necessary instruments to gauge power brake performance 


to Regulate 


for each motor bus, and $5 each 
for trucks, truck-tractors, trailers 
and semi-trailers, which would be 
in addition to other fees required. 

Revenue under such a_ system, 
Bond estimated, would total $50,- 
000. This, he said, “will not only 
adequately finance motor carrier 
regulation, but will provide an 
annual surplus which will go into 
the state’s general fund.” 

The bill would apply only to 
contract and common earriers. 


Wash. Truckers Conclave 

SEATTLE.—Directors of Washington 
Motor Transport Assn. have set Apr. 
26-28 for its annual convention, to be 
held here. 


TRUCK _ LEGISLATION 


Signed by Governor V 





Tax Reduction 
On Farm Trucks 
Stalled in Mich. 


LANSING.—A plea by rural leg- 
islators for a preferential adjust- 
ment of the weight tax on commer- 
cial trucks and trailers used as an 
adjunct to farming met with its 
second rebuff in the legislature 
here, last week. 

After an hour’s debate, the James 
I. Post bill to cut from 50 to 35 
cents a hundredweight the registra- 
tion charge on such vehicles was 
re-referred to the roads and bridges 
committee. 

Once before the bill was shot 
through with amendments, re- 
turned to committee, and ordered 
reprinted on being re-reported. 

. + 7 


Scarcity of Farm Workers 
Seen in Michigan 

DETROIT.—A shortage of rural 
workers to fill farm jobs was pre- 
dicted here last week by V. B. 
Steinbaugh, executive director of 
the Michigan Unemployment Com- 
pensation Commission. 


“If present trends in employment 
continue, before the end of this 
summer farmers may find it diffi- 
cult to locate the workers they re- 
quire as reports already coming in 
to us indicate that thousands of 
workers who were formerly avail- 
able for agricultural jobs already 





New Commercial 


Feb. Feb. 
to Date Pos. 
MENONCE 6iGi0scas0¥0% 8,291 2 
MEME rach .cte Cates nate 8,436 a 
International ........ 4,003 3 
LL eer er Tre. 1,572 5 
RNR, fais eth «Vis hd a 2,426 4 
ee 447 6 
cide Glo’ Wawa tie es 391 7 
a eres 286 8 
Diamond T .......... 257 9 
BCUMONAKer .......... 114 10 
WE ri bse viv sieaws 94 12 
i en ee 1065 ii 
0 SE Se eee ee 88 13 
BSPOCKWAY « ..6 6 cwscees 47 15 
Ee 59 14 
MINN eae t16 aR ai biret aie 34 16 
MINE, 5iace sare u wowace 29 17 
Miscellaneous ........ 93 
Ss a. « aiaiatoeree ots 26,772 

*Loss. 


have found work in_ industrial 
plants producing defense materi- 
als.” 
Car Registrations 

1941 1940 Unit 
1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
28,435 1 23,434 1 5,001 
24,611 2 19,528 2 5,083 
11,576 3 8,320 3 3,256 
10,735 4 4,547 5 6,188 
6,925 5 6,855 t 70 
1,313 6 1,176 6 137 
1,300 7 672 9 628 
960 8 826 7 134 

704 9 790 8 86* 
345 10 142 15 203 
283 = od 202 13 81 
250 12 248 11 2 

213 13 223 12 10* 
202 14 151 14 51 
140 15 13 17 127 

116 16 256 10 140* 
94 17 84 16 10 

282 338 56* 
88,484 67,805 20,679 


New Commercial Car Registrations, 30 States for Feb. ’41-’40 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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TRUCK _ LEGISLATION 


Would Increase Registration 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 31, 1941 


Rates on Heavy-Duty Trucks 


Special to Automotive News 

MONTPELIER, Vt.—Recommen- 
dations for broader regulation of 
motor carriers and a higher sched- 
ule of registration rates for trucks 
exceeding 25,000 pounds in weight 
featured the Vermont Joint Trans- 
portation Commission’s report to 
Gov. William H. Wills which has 
peen placed on the desks of legisla- 
tors here. 


The commission, comprising 
members of the state railroad tax 
board and the public service com- 
mission, was authorized by the 
1939 legislature to conduct an in- 
vestigation of taxation and regu- 
lation of instrumentalities of trans- 
portation. Nationwide interest 
in the transportation field was at- 
tracted by its inquiry, which in- 
cluded 20 days of hearings and 
numerous private conferences with 
state officials and representatives 
of rail and trucking operators. 


Adoption of a model state motor 
carrier act extending regulation 
beyond common egarriers to all 
motor truck carriers of goods for 
the Federal Motor Carrier Act of 
hire, following some provisions of 
1935, was recommended by the 
commission. The proposed state act 
would authorize the public service 
commission to employ additional 
staff members to comprise the mo- 
tor carrier division which would be 
financed by a special fee or tax 
on the trucking industry. 


To replace the present registra- 
tion rate of 85 cents per hundred- 
weight for trucks weighing more 
than 25,000 pounds, the commission 
proposed a scale of 95 cents for 
trucks weighing 25,000 to 30,000 
pounds; $1.05 for trucks of 30,000 
to 35,000 pounds, and $1.15 per 
hundredweight for vehicles 35,000 
to 40,000 pounds, the maximum. 


Numerous anti-trucking industry 
recommendations advanced by rail- 
road interests were not adopted by 
the commission. Among such un- 
accepted railroad proposals were a| 
personal property tax on com- 
mercial motor vehicles; refund of | 
taxes paid on gasoline which is not | 
used in motor vehicles operated on 
the public highways; a ton mile, 
mileage or weight tax suggested 
as an alternative to the personal 
property tax; repeal of registration 
reciprocity with other states; ex- 
tension of the tax on express com- 
panies to all persons transporting 
express. 


The issue of alleged highway 
subsidy of motor carriers, which 
occupied several days of hearings 
and hundreds of pages of testi- 
mony by experts, was sidestepped 
by the commission in its report. 


“The arguments and _ statistics 
presented on each side were found- 
ed upon certain basic assumptions 
which were irreconcilable, and the 
commission was unable to accept 
either set of assumptions in toto.” 


The commission recommended a 
1 percent tax rate on railroad prop- 
erty continuing the reduced rate 
for two years only. The 1 percent 





CAPTAINS BOTH. Airliner Capt. A. 
W. Leighton, left, of Pennsylvania- 
Central Airlines, and lake steamer 
Capt. L. C. Mantel of Detroit & Cleve- 
land Navigation Co.’s City of Cleveland 
III, are shown just after they landed 
at Detroit City airport from a flight 
over Lake Erie. Purpose of the trip 
was to enable Capt. Mantel to observe 
ice conditions in the lake and to judge 
the probable opening date of navigation 

tween Detroit and Cleveland. Because | 
of occasional patches of ice, navigation 
8 to be delayed several days. 


rate has already been adopted per- 
manently by legislative enactment. 


Reduction in the penalties against 
railroads for non-payment of taxes 
on the due date was recommended 
by the commission. The penalty is 
now $100 a day. This would be 
changed to interest of 1 percent 
per month, under the commission 
proposal. 


The commission opposed any 
change in the law giving the public 
service commission power to grant 
annual exemptions to railroads 
from payment of assessments for 
grade crossing elimination. 


Members of the commission sign- 
ing the report were J. H. Ma- 
comber jr. of Burlington and E. B. 
Cornwall of Middlebury, co-chair- 
men; Leon S. Gay of Cavendish, 
Milo C. Reynolds of Burlington and 


William H. Darrow of Putney. 


Y 





DON B. SMITH, general manager of Michigan Trucking Assn., and Fred W. 
Juergens, director of traffic of the Detroit police department, who were accom- 
panied on the piano by John F. Ernsthausen, president of Norwalk Truck Lines, 
sang a couple of songs for 150 employes and friends of the Norwalk Detroit 
district at a safety dinner and dance held last week on Grosse Ile, near Detroit. 
Safe-driving awards were presented to 21 drivers of the Detroit district of the 
Norwalk Lines, with L. Paul De Loreto, district manager of the company 
acting as chairman. 





Diamond Dual safety gasoline tanks 
was announced last week by Russell 
A. Welch, vice-president and general 


Facilities Increased 
DETROIT.—Completion of plant fa- 





cilities for increasing production of! manager of Allied Equipment Co., here. 
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arrier Regulation 


Truckers in N. J. 
Seen Affected By 
Wage-Hour Bill 


NEWARK, N. J.—Provisions of 
a wage-hour bill now pending in 
the state legislature at Trenton 
would place New Jersey truckers 
in a position of being unable to 
compete with interstate trucking 
companies not subject to its provi- 
sions, it was asserted here by A. 
L. Rice, business manager of the 
New Jersey Motor Truck Assn., in 
a recent statement opposing the 
measure. 

The proposed legislation, Rice 
stated, would “impose the payment 
of overtime after a maximum num- 
ber of hours, 42 or 40 per week, 
on those engaged in highway trans- 
portation, intrastate, whereas, those 
engaged in interstate highway 
transportation over whom the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission has 
assumed jurisdiction are permitted 
60 hours per week. 


WITH “LOAD-MASTER” ENGINE 
OUT-POWER 


ALL OTHER LOW-PRICED TRUCKS 


Chevrolet trucks out-sell all others. ... They out- 
value all other low-priced trucks. . . . That’s why 
they’re the best money-saving trucks you can 


possibly buy in the low-price field! 


OUT-PULL---OUT-VALUE---OUT-SELL! 


WHEN YOU HAVE THE CHEVROLET FRANCHISE YOU HAVE 





CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


FRIENDS 
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Strong Opposition Seen to P 


Regional Truck 
Meetings Held 
By Chevrolet 


DETROIT.—A series of regional 
truck meetings covering the entire 
country has just been completed by 
six members of Chevrolet’s central 
office commercial car department, 
under the direction of W. E. Fish, 
manager. 

Zone and regional truck person- 
nel, including zone truck managers 
and assistant regional managers, 
attended the conferences held in 
the nine regional headquarters 
cities throughout the nation. 

The following regional meetings 
were conducted by Fish and his 
assistants: Fish, Atlantic coast and 
New England; A. R. Cosgrove, 
Pacific coast; F. W. Fleischmann, 
eastern and southeast; J. W. Burke, 
midwest; G. J. Metzger, Flint, and 
W. V. Tomlinson, Great Lakes and 
southwest. 

The conferences were designed 
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AN INTERESTING truck-trailer unit is used by International Harvester 
Co.’s branch in Denver to demonstrate its refrigeration line throughout that 
territory. A large Fruehauf van trailer with a side door houses the exhibit. 
A compressor unit is mounted behind the International tractor. Within the 
trailer are such units as a milk cooler, walk-in box, reach-in box, beverage 
cooler, milking machine, cream separator and power unit. There are even 
staircases and handrails to make entrance and exit easy from the rear and 
side doors. This trailer is used in conjunction with the regular power farming 
demonstrations to International Harvester dealers as well as to make actual 
demonstrations to prospective customers right on their own farms. 





receive field sales 


progress. 


to acquaint wholesale personnel 
with spring sales plans and to 


reports on 


STALLED TANDEM AXLE UNITS 
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roposed Calif. Tax Boost 


z|Rise in Transportation Costs 


Held Harmfulto State Growers 


LOS ANGELES.—Watt L. More- 
land, veteran truck manufacturer 
here, has appealed to the California 
legislature, asking its members to 
oppose any increase in diesel fuel 
tax, as well as other fuel taxes, so 
that the Golden State can get its 
products to market in an econom- 
ical manner. 


After discussing fuels of all types, 
the Moreland paper declares: 


“There may be some way to more 
equalize the tax on motor vehicles 
than the present system, but that 
equality certainly cannot be secured 
by singling out a few hundred 
diesel - operated trucks, which 
transport our heavy commodities 
over long distances, and increasing 
their fuel cost. 


“An increase in diesel oil or 
gasoline tax will most definitely 
increase the cost of transportation 
to the farmers, the fruit growers, 


in fact all shippers in the state. 
Nearly every commodity we pro- 
duce, ship, sell or use is at some 
stage transported via motor truck. 
We need lower transportation costs 
to compete with the farmers and 
fruit growers of the Gulf and other 
southern states who are much 
closer to the eastern markets than 
the California producer,” he said. 


“California has fewer miles of 
railroad in comparison to its vast 
area under cultivation than other 
large competitive states. The only 
transportation system thousands of 
towns and communities have is 
highway and motor vehicle trans- 
portation. The very life of thou- 
sands of these communities, and 
retention of vast acres of agricul- 
tural land now under cultivation is 
dependent upon low cost highway 
transportation. If they are to con- 
tinue to grow, and additional lands 
in our state are to be placed under 
cultivation, transportation costs 
must be reduced, and not increased. 


“The present methods by which 
these surplus products in Califor- 
nia can be delivered to the eastern 
markets and sold at the price that 
people can afford to pay is over 
the highways of our and other 
states, transported directly from 
the producer to the retail markets. 


“The competing forms of trans- 
portation, which now have a mon- 
opoly for the shipment of California 
fruit-farm products to the eastern 
markets cannot—at least do not— 
furnish this necessary low-cost 
transportation and distribution. It 
is the motor vehicle that operates 
over all the roads and byways of 
the state — visits the farmer, col- 
lects the produce from the farmer 
and delivers it direct to the market, 
or to the railroad or steamship — 
this is the system of transportation 
that we must encourage if Cali- 
fornia farmers, and the state as a 
whole, are to reach their maximum 
development. 


“This is said without any reflec- 
tion whatsoever on the railroads or 
steamships. We need them. They 
have their place, but the combina- 
tion of railroad, packing houses, 
cold storage, and distribution sys- 
tem necessarily places a high cost 
on the products of California, prod- 
ucts that millions of people of the 
United States need, but cannot 
afford to buy because of these costs. 


“An increase in diesel, butane 
or gasoline tax is a tax on the 
grower, it is a tax on the producer, 
it is a tax on food, it is a tax on 
business. It has a tendency to turn 
back our developed acres_ into 
desert. The truck operator cannot 
afford to absorb an increase of 
fuel tax, he must charge the ship- 
per more and pass it on to the 
consumer.” 


Changes Made 
By Dodge Truck 


DETROIT. — Several changes in 
the Dodge truck field sales per- 
sonnel were announced last week 
by L. D. Cosart, sales manager, 
Dodge truck. 

S. E. Muthart, formerly district 
manager of the Harrisburg terri- 
tory has been promoted to regional 
truck manager of the Philadelphia 
region, which includes southeastern 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Mary- 
land. 

T. P. Hinckel, formerly district 
truck manager, has been promoted 
to regional truck manager of the 
St. Louis region, which includes 
Mississippi, Louisiana and sections 
of Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Tennessee. 

J. R. Shoupe jr. has been ap- 
pointed district truck manager of 
the Dallas region, which includes 
Texas and southern New Mexico. 


GMC Bus Order 


ST. LOUIS.—Directors of the St. 
Louis Public Service Co., which oper- 
ates all electric street cars and buses 
in this city, have let a contract for _ 
diesel buses, to cost $750,000, to the 
General Motors Co. The crude £ 
burning vehicles will make their de- 
but here as heretofore only gasoliné 
buses have been used. 
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Rodgers Heads Speakers for N.Y. Safety Conclave 





Highway Sessions to Draw 
Many of 6,000 Attendees 


NEW YORK.—Numerous features 
of automotive interest, topped by 
an address on “The Commercial 
Vehicle’s Part in National De- 
fense” by Ted Rodgers, president 
of American Trucking Assns., are 
scheduled for the 12th annual 
Safety Convention and Exposition 
to be conducted here Apr. 22-25 at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania under 
sponsorship of the Greater New 
York Safety Council and cooperat- 
ing agencies. 

Cooperating organizations include 
the Automobile Merchants Assn. of 
New York, Automobile Club of 
New York, Institute of Traffic 
Engineers, New York State Motor 
Truck Assn., Society of Automotive 
Engineers, Traffic Research As- 
sociates, Yale University Bureau 
for Street and Traffic Research and 
other groups related to the auto- 
motive industry. 

Expected to draw an attendance 
of 6,000, the conclave has “Safety- 
Defense-Liberty” as its central 
theme. There will be 52 sessions, 
with 200 speakers, together with a 
display of safety equipment by 
some 100 manufacturers. In addi- 
tion to highway safety sessions, 
there will be numerous industrial 
safety discussions of interest to 
the automotive industry as well as 
other manufacturers. 

Rodgers is slated to speak at a 
commercial vehicle section lunch- 
eon on Apr. 23. Another speaker at 
the luncheon will be New York 
state motor vehicle commissioner, 
Carroll E. Mealey. Also a feature 
of the luncheon will be presenta- 
tion of awards to winners in the 
council’s 1940 inter-fleet accident 
reduction contest. 

A commercial vehicle quiz about 
adequate brakes, preventive main- 
tenance vs. repairs, garage prac- 
tices, teaching supervisors, train- 
ing procedures, fire extinguishers 
and such other subjects will also 
be conducted. 

A “Commercial Vehicle Drivers’ 
Seminar,” a dramatic episode, por- 
traying the attitude of the com- 
mercial driver toward the other 
driver, the pedestrian, the traffic 
cop, the traffic light and toward 
safety in general, will be a morning 
feature, Apr. 24. 

Another feature Apr. 24, will be 
the submission of such questions 
as, “Are the ICC truck and bus 
regulations producing results?” 

Other sessions of highway safety 
interest include a traffic engineers 
luncheon, a traffic research asso- 
ciates luncheon and discussions of 
such subjects as traffic control and 
national defense, putting accident 


Truck Rates Set 
In Phila. Area 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). -— 
The Public Utility Commission has 
fixed minimum rates for trucking 
in Philadelphia and contiguous ter- 
ritory, and unless exceptions are 
filed within 15 days after service, 
the order becomes effective on 
June 1. The action is intended to 
stabilize truck rates in the area 
and provides measures for its strict 
enforcement. 

Excluded from the order at this 
time are pick-up and delivery ser- 
vice performed for common car- 
riers, household movings, films for 
motion pictures, retail parcel de- 
livery, petroleum in bulk, weekly 
rental of trucks, and services ren- 
dered with the Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co. and the American 
Stores Co. 

The minimum rates vary accord- 
ing to the commodity hauled and 
according to the weight and time 
and distance consumed in hauling. 
In addition to the general rates ap- 
plicable to all commodities there 
are special commodity rates on 
several thousand articles under the 
following general classifications: 
paper, tobacco, automobiles, flour, 
burlap, condensed milk, bread 
boxes, pipe, cucumbers in brine, 
wool, cotton, liquors, building ma- 
terials, sugar, paints, carbonated 
beverages, refrigerators, parcel! 
post, empty containers, glassware, | 
mail order merchandise, chemicals, | 
lumber and millwork. 


records to work, traffic law en- 
forcement, pedestrian safety and 


others. 
* * * 


Mass. Safety Conclave 


March 31-April 1 

BOSTON.—Many topics of auto- 
motive interest are slated for dis- 
cussion during the 20th annual 
Massachusetts Safety Conference 
to be held here Mar. 31-Apr. 1 at 
the Hotel Statler under sponsor- 
ship of the Massachusetts Safety 
Council and cooperating organiza- 
tions. 

Dedicated to the promotion of 
highway and industrial safety as 
a means of increasing national 
defense efficiency, the conference 
is expected to draw a large at- 
tendance from all parts of New 
England. 





IN BATTLE CREEK, Mich., the newest fire truck, a Dodge job-rated one-ton 
panel model, is patterned after the equipment used by London fire fighters in 
combating the effects of incendiary bombs. Note heavy mist emitted by new 
type fog nozzle at right. It snuffs out stubborn blazes quickly and effectively. 
Insert, Chief W. P. Weeks, who has been connected with the Battle Creek 
Fire Department for the past 61 years — ever since he was 16 years old. 


Farris to Head 
Natl. Truck Show 


NEW YORK.—Clayton Farris, 
president of Trucktor Corp., was 
elected president of National Mo- 
tor Truck Show, Inc., at a meet- 
ing of its board of directors here 
at the Hotel Commodore. 

Vice-presidents are John F. 
Creamer, president of Wheels, Inc.; 
George Kuhlman, vice - president, 
Heil Co.; Harry Slater, vice-presi- 
dent, Thornton Tandem Co., and 
Elbert E. Husted, vice-president, 
Titeflex Metal Hose — = 
Oplinger, Steel Products Co., Inc., 
was named secretary-treasurer. 


Truck Manager Appointed 
MONTREAL oss C. Baker has 
been appointed truck manager in 
charge of sales of Chevrolet and Maple 
trucks and evrolet commercial 
cars. For 7 fe the" Jar Baker has been 
manager ntreal retail GMC 
truck Saath 


Pete Wemhoft’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 
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They have added features that assure 
you “TOP” brake performance 


Wagner Air Brakes are a development of the Wagner 
Electric Corporation, a company with 16 years of 
experience in the manufacture of Lockheed hy- 


draulic brakes. 


Wagner’s proven hydraulic brake engineering 
ability plus its modern factory equipment and out- 
standing test laboratories have enabled Wagner 
engineers to produce air brakes far ahead of ordi- 
nary air brakes in economy and reliability, and to 
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produce the phenomenal Wagner Rotary Compres- 
sor known for its high efficiency —a natural result 
of the never-ending research carried on by Wagner 


in behalf of safer brake performance. 
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today for complete 


information on 
Wagner Air Brakes 
for trucks, tractors, 


trailers and buses. 


There are three distinct Wagner Air Brake sys- 
tems, each designed to meet a specific requirement. 
The schematic installation illustrated is an air-hy- 
draulic tractor with straight air trailer. 





Manufacturers of Lockheed Hydraulic Brakes 


6400 Plymouth Avenue, 





Saint Louis, Mo.,US.A. 
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By A. H. Allen 


ATTEMPTING to unravel and 
explain the price and priorities 
controls placed on secondary alu- 
minum last week in Washington, 
is a job which would tax the best 
legalistic brain. The aluminum 
problem is admittedly the most 
serious for the motor car industry, 
because of its use in pistons and 
brake cylinders. Despite the fact 
present plans seem to be toward 
replacing these items with cast 
iron for pistons and either cast or 
powdered iron for brake cylinders, 
the industry is studying the pri- 
orities orders carefully. 


But see what you can make out 
of this paragraph from a supple- 
mentary order dealing with the 
preference rating schedule on 
aluminum from the office of the 
director of priorities: “Deliveries 
shall not be in an amount in 
excess of the amount currently 
required for the production, 
which justifies the preference rat- 
ing assigned after making full 
use of the inventory of metal 
previously received including all 
scrap that may be resmelted or 
refabricated for individual cus- 
tomers.” 

* * * 

Essentially what has happened is 
that price ceilings have been set 
on aluminum scrap and preference 
ratings determined for various 
groups of aluminum consumers. All 
defense needs are in Group A. 
One percent of production by 
smelters each month must be set 
aside as a reserve pool to meet 
emergencies which will take a rat- 
ing of B-1. Orders for repair or re- 
placement parts for existing equip- 
ment take B-2. B-3 applies on 
orders for products involving pub- 
lic health and safety, B-4 on stand- 
ard apparatus which cannot be 
redesigned without causing serious 
disruptions (perhaps trucks and 
buses), B-5 on consumers using less 
than 1,000 pounds a month, B-6 on 
articles in which amount of alumi- 
num does not exceed two pounds 
per $100 of final sales value, B-7 
on articles for which no reasonably 
satisfactory substitute is available, 
and B-8 on products for which such 
a substitute is available. 


Mal-distribution 


Is Blamed 


ONE SECTION of the order pro- 
vided that users with B-2 to B-8 
ratings shall receive no more than 
10 to 80 percent of average 1940 
shipments. Automobile needs prob- 
ably will have to come _ under 
groups B-4, B-6, B-7 or B-8. 

ee oa 

It is hoped that these priorities 
and price ceilings will calm down 
an aluminum market which has 
gone almost beyond _ control. 
When new reduction plants now 
under construction go into opera- 
tion within a few months, it may 
be that the flow of aluminum will 
step up to the point where sup- 
plies for nondefense industries 
will be more ample. Current 
shortage, according to informed 
opinion in the automobile indus- 
try, is not so much a result of 
actual lack of aluminum, but 


more directly a result of mal- ' 


a 98 2y 
> 
ais Ha gs; 


ae 


ARGENTINA is the destination of this trainload of 534 Dodge and Plymouth | 
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distribution and lack of factual 
data on rates of use in defense 
and nondefense industries. 

* ok * 


An example of this mal-distribu- 
tion is the report concerning a new 
aircraft plant in the middlewest. 
Structural steel for the plant is not 
yet erected, but supplies of sheet 
aluminum are being delivered and 
will have to be stocked for months 
before actually being placed in use. 

* * * 


Die Casting 


Is Out 


ZINC DIE castings will virtually 
disappear from 1942 models, ac- 
cording to the outlook at the mo- 
ment. Even on carburetors, where 
the advantages of a die_ casting 
have brought important economies 
in machining and drilling, plans 
are calling for a change to cast 
iron. How it will be possible to tool 
up for machining iron carburetors, 
where the equipment will be found 
for the work and how production 
rates can be met, remain to be 
seen. It is just another example of 
the exigencies which material 
shortages are forcing the motor 
companies to meet this summer. 


The suggestion has been offered 
that die casters try switching 
from a zinc-base to a lead-base 
metal for the emergency. There 
are available lead-base alloys 
(mixtures of lead, tin, antimony, 
arsenic, etc.), which can be die 
cast with present equipment and 
which can be chrome-plated sat- 
isfactorily. But the average die 
caster, handling zinc or alumi- 
num, shudders at the thought of 
getting any lead in his shop. 
Even small traces of lead can 
quickly ruin zinc or aluminum 
die casting metal. ‘ 

* 


Industrial diamonds, used for 
dressing grinding wheels and for 
certain precision boring operations 
in the motor industry, have be- 
come scarce since the closing of 
supply lanes from Africa by the 
British and the seizure of the dia- 
mond capitols of Antwerp and Rot- 
terdam by the Nazis. Prices in this 
country have jumped 20 percent, 
but the Pontiac Motor purchasing 
department reports that a fair sup- 
ply continues to come into the 
country, principally by Clipper 
plane from Africa and in luggage 
of refugees from Belgium and 
Holland. 


Machine Tool Forum 
To Be Held Apr. 14-16 


E. PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Principal 
feature of the 1941 Machine Tool 
Electrification Forum, to be held 
Apr. 14-15-16 at the Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co. here, will be 
the discussion of production and 
design problems created by the 
national defense emergency in the 
machine tool industry. 

Speakers listed for the forum are 
Howard Dunbar, vice-president of 
Norton Co., G. A. Spohn, electrical 
engineer of the General Machinery 
Corp.; J. R. Weaver, manager of 
the Louisville ordnance division of 
the Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 
Co., and R. H. Clark, electrical en- 


gineer for Warner & Swasey. 
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cars, being readied for shipment to an Atlantic port at the Chrysler Export 


Corp. craneway. f 
an accelerated pace, according to W. 


Shipments to all unblockaded world areas are continuing at 
Ledyard Mitchell, chairman of the board. 


Chevrolet Dealers Meet... 





REPRESENTATIVE Chevrolet dealers—two from each of the nine regions 


into which the country is divided—met 


in Detroit last week as the delegates of 


the more than 8,500 Chevrolet retailers to discuss with William E. Holler, 


general sales manager, 


and his Central Office staff, programs for closer factory- 


dealer cooperation. Shown above is the National Dealer Planning Committee. 


Left to right (seated) are Stanley Bradshaw, 


San Antonio; W. A 
Brunswick, N. J., and J. J. 
A. P. Baston, Minneapolis; 
mington, 





- Rogers (chairman, Washington; L. B. 


Cedar City, Utah; Joe Freeman, 
Migliorini, New 


Delaney, Mattapan, Mass. Standing, left to right, 
H. C. Simpson, Salina, Kans.; 
N. C., and William Green, Dayton, O. 


L. A. Raney, Wil- 


MEMBERS of the Chevrolet National Dealer Used Car Committee meeting 
in Detroit last week were, seated, left to right, A. J. Catnes, Nanticoke, Pa.; 


- G. Tucker, 
Charles 
to right, W. S. 


Stroudsburg, Pa.; 


Frank Hines, 
Henderson, Muscatine, Ia., and Arthur Haas, Cleveland. Standing, left 

Edwards, Birmingham, Ala.; Floyd E. Hughes, Council Bluffs, 
Ia.; E. S. Graham, Corpus Christie, Tex., and C. L. Northway, Auburn, N. Y. 


Tool Show Draws 35,000; 


chairman, Salt Lake City; 
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Many New Machines Noted| 


By A. H. Allen 


DETROIT.—In the five days 
during which doors were open last 
week at the third Machine & Tool 
Progress Exhibition in Convention 
Hall here, a crowd of 35,000 per- 
sons inspected the 250 exhibits 
which crammed nearly every inch 
of space in the hall. Sponsored by 
American Society of Tool Engi- 
neers in connection with its an- 
nual convention, the show hit a 
new high mark in attractive dis- 
plays and enthusiasm of visitors. 
Many of those on hand came from 
distant points, such as Texas, Cali- 
fornia, Oregon and Washington. 


In tune with the times, exhibits 
had a definitely military flavor. 


Monday afternoon and evening, 
a special preview was held for 300 
invited guests and exhibitors. Ban- 
quet featured an address by Brig- 
Gen. G. M. Barnes, assistant chief 
of army ordnance, who spoke on 
industry’s job in the defense pro- 
gram. He substituted for Maj.-Gen. 
C. M. Wesson, head of army 
ordnance, who was detained in 
Washington. 

Sponsoring committee for the 
preview and banquet included Ed- 
sel Ford, K. T. Keller, C. E. Wil- 
son, A. E. Barit and C. W. Avery, 
none of whom was present because 


of the pressure of defense work. | 


A. H. d’Arcambal, Pratt & Whit- 
ney division of the Niles-Bement- 
Pond Co., Hartford, Conn., and 
president of ASTE, spoke briefly, 
commending the courage of ex- 
hibitors who devoted considerable 
time and expense to the prepara- 
tion of exhibits in the show at a 
time when sales were difficult if 
not impossible to consider because 
of jammed order books. 


Brig.-Gen. Barnes detailed some 
of the vast appropriations made 
for ordance material since last fall 
—$2,000,000,000 being expended with 
industry in a space of six weeks; 
40 new arsenals launched at a cost 
of $600,000,000; powder capacity 
raised from 50 tons a day to 600 
tons a day; 2mmunition produc- 
tion increased 3,300 percent. He 
said that today the nation is using 
about 20 percent of its industrial 
capacity for defense 
with the likelihood this will in- 
crease appreciably in the weeks to 
come. 


Among the exhibits of defense 
equipment was the complete line 
of Allison airplane engines, in- 
cluding the new double-V = 24- 


cylinder, 2,000-horsepower unit. 


Packard had one of its 1,350-horse- | 


power marine engines on display, 
together with a display of parts. 
Dodge showed a number of dif- 
ferent types of Army trucks. Ford 
had one of its “blitz buggies’ set 
up for inspection. 

In the field of strictly industrial 


‘exhibits was plenty of “meat” for 


digestion by the thousands of tool 


production, | 


engineers who made special trips 
to Detroit. Several new types of 
honing machines, drills, metal cut- 
ting saws, lubricating systems, 
metal treating equipment and tool 
materials were shown, some of 
them intimately related to the 
problem of producing defense ma- 
terials. 


Suggestions for shortcuts in tool- 
ing arrangements were numerous. 


Improvements in materials, de- 
vices and instruments were im- 
pressive. 


Looking at the exhibit broadly, 
the impression could not be missed 
that here was a broad _ cross- 
section of American industry, al- 
ready loaded to the gunwales with 
work to be done, taking a few days 
from the routine to carry the mes- 
sage to their customers that they 
were still hard at work in perfect- 
ing new methods, new materials, 
new products to speed up manu- 
facturing, to lighten the load on 
skilled workmen, to cut costs. Per- 
haps most of them were looking 
several years ahead to the time 
when sales promotion again will 
have to be emphasized, when com- 
petition will be tighter. 

Attendance at the three techni- 
cal sessions, devoted to subjects of 
aircraft, naval ordnance and em- 
ploye training, averaged close to 
600 each. Annual dinner of the so- 
ciety was held Friday evening at 
the Book-Cadillac hotel. 

New officers elected are presi- 
dent, Frank W. Curtis, Van Nor- 
man Machine Tool Co.; first vice- 
president, Otto W. Winter, Co- 
lumbus- McKinnon; second vice- 
president, Ray H. Morris, Hardinge 
Bros., Inec.; secretary, Clyde L. 
Hause, Gorham Tool Co.; treasurer, 
| Frank R. Crone, Lincoln Motor di- 
| vision. The next convention will be 





held in March, 1942, at St. Louis. 





Crude Rubber 
Use Declines in 


Feb.. Tops 1940 


NEW YORK.— According to 
statistics released last week by 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn., Inc., 
it is estimated that rubber manu- 
facturers in the U. S. consumed 
61,016 long tons of crude rubber 
during February. This represents a 
decrease of 5 percent below Jan- 
uary but is 22.4 percent more than 
February, 1940. 


Gross imports for February as 
reported by the U. S. department 
of commerce were 73,973 long tons, 
a decrease of 14.8 percent under 
January but 71.7 percent over Feb- 
ruary, 1940. 


Total domestic stocks are esti- 
mated by the association as of the 
end of February at 353,733 long 
tons, an increase of 3.8 percent over 
the stocks on hand at the end of 
January and 163.3 percent over the 
stocks on hand at the end of Feb- 
ruary, 1940. 

Gross imports for February as 
reported by the U. S. department of 
commerce were 73,973 long tons, a 
decrease of 14.8 percent under Jan- 
uary but 71.7 percent over Feb- 
ruary, 1940. 

Total domestic stocks are esti- 
mated by the association as of the 
end of February at 353,733 long 
tons, an increase of 3.8 percent 
over the stocks on hand at the end 
of January and 163.3 percent over 
the stocks on hand at the end of 
February, 1940. 


Stocks in the hands of the U. S. 
government Feb. 28 were 145,570 
long tons—an increase of 8.4 per- 
cent over Jan. 31 stocks. 

Crude rubber afloat to U. S. 
ports on Feb. 28 is estimated to 
have been 136,955 long tons, a de- 
crease of 10.6 percent under Jan- 
uary but 22 percent above Feb- 
ruary, 1940. 


Nash Reassures 


Canadian Buyers 


MONTREAL. — Claus Anderson, 
general sales manager of Nash 
Motors of Canada, has reassured 
Nash owners of the continuance 
of their service facilities across 
Canada by the Nash dealer organi- 
zation. 

“We have 10 strategically located 
distributing centers where parts 
and new equipment are always 
available in stock. Our dealer and 
service organizations have contin- 
ued to serve Nash owners and will 
continue to do so,” Anderson said. 

In addition, newspaper advertis- 
ing schedules have been released 
advising prospective purchasers of 
Nash cars of the availability of 
new models. 


Three Regional Men 
Transferred by Dodge 


DETROIT. C. A. Templeton, 
former regional truck manager in 
Detroit has been appointed assist- 
ant regional manager of the Chi- 
cago region for Dodge. 

F. J. Brinkman becomes district 
manager for the newly-created 
Evansville district of the Cincinnati 
region and A. Haden, former spe- 
cial representative, has been ap- 
pointed to the post of regional 
merchandising manager of Phila- 
delphia. 
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A COMPLETE powerhouse on wheels has been recently added to the caravan 
of the Plymouth Motor Fair. This self-contained unit generates all the electricity 


for the traveling exposition, which is now making a tour of Florida and other 
southern states. The specially-designed electric power unit here undergoes 
official inspection before being sent south to join the caravan. Left to right, 
| General Sales Manager - FE. Bayne, and D. S. Eddins, Plymouth resident, 
‘examine one of the streamlined unit’s two Chrysler industrial diesel engines. 
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Supplier Strike Drops Week’s Output to 115,278 
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Colo. Dealer Stresses Good Retail Sales 


Careful Selection of Men, 


Live Sales Meetings Cited 


By Ira R. Alexander 
Staff Correspondent 

COLORADO SPRINGS.—The 
automobile dealership that pays 
proper attention to organizing its 
sales personnel will attain greater 
success than it otherwise would. 
That is the opinion expressed by 
Herbert Stockdale, sales manager 
of the Birdsall-Stockdale Motor Co. 
(Packard-Nash). There is far too 
little attention paid to automobile 
salesmen in the industry, accord- 
ing to Stockdale. 


In the first place, Stockdale se- 
lects his men carefully. He tries to 
pick salesmen that he feels will fit 
into the general scheme of things. 
Men with the idea that the world 
owes them a satisfactory living in 
spite of what they can do is one 
type that is not hired. Those show- 
ing a willingness to work and 
learn are the group that supply 
the best timber. 

The second step is proper train- 
ing of the men selected to carry on 
in the sales department. Our com- 
pany holds regular weekly meet- 
ings—at 7:15 each Monday eve- 
ning, Stockdale said. Everything 
possible to make these meetings 
both interesting and instructive is 
done. Just recently the subject mat- 
ter used for a series of these meet- 
ings was Paul Ivey’s book, “Suc- 
cessful Salesmanship.” The first 


My First Sale 


- 1913 I was working as a 
bookkeeper for a concern in 
Boston handling Haynes and 
Regal cars,” 
recalls R. H. 
Wheeler, Ford 
dealer in Med- 
ford, Mass. 
“Part of my 
duties were 
collecting ac- 
counts. I called 
on a Chinese 
doctor who 
owed the com- 
pany a bill for 
repairs which 
he refused to 
pay because the work was not 
satisfactory. 

“After considerable argument 
on the bill, I suggested that if 
he would buy a new car, we 
would cancel the bill. He asked 
me what he would get for his 
car in trade. 

“Knowing that the company 
had a used car just like his for 
sale, I offered him $100 less than 
they were asking for it. He ac- 
cepted so readily that it nearly 
took me off my feet. I couldn’t 
even tell him the price of the 
new car. I did ask him for a 
check for $100, which he readily 
gave me. (If we could only sell 
them like that now). 

“Within two weeks I was on 
the sales force, and have been 
in the business ever since, for 
the past 20 years as a dealer. 








R. H. Wheeler 





meeting devoted to this book was 
carried out as follows: 


A salesman was asked to read 
the first chapter of the book. After 
he was finished a general discus- 
sion was held on that chapter. 
When the meeting was over the 
facts laid down in the first chapter 
of the book had been thoroughly 
sifted and far more good had been 
attained than had each salesman 
taken the book home and read it 
by himself. At the next meeting 
another salesman read the second 
chapter. The same procedure was 
carried out at each meeting until 
the entire book had been covered. 


“The knowledge learned in this 
way,” said Stockdale, “is essential, 
but learning how to deliver it is 
more essential. It is our task to 
not only impart knowledge on sell- 
ing, but follow up by seeing to it 
that our men use their knowledge 
in the right way. We want sales- 
men that not only know the how 
of selling, but carry out their 
knowledge in such a way as to 
reflect credit on our firm.” 


In conducting meetings for sales- 
men Stockdale has found it best to 
change the style of program often 
to keep interest alive. Meetings are 
planned not only to supply needed 
knowledge and method of using 
the knowledge, but also to inspire 
the men to greater effort that they 
may increase their earnings as 
well as bettering the firm’s busi- 
ness. 


Considerable attention is also 
given the used car department in 
these meetings. The tie-up between 
the new and used car departments 
is stressed as to its relation to the 
success of the business. 


GM of Canada Officials 
Stage Service Meeting 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Officials of 
General Motors’ Products of Can- 
ada Ltd. United Motor Service 
stations and GM dealer organiza- 
tions were co-hosts to the first 
gathering of its kind here recently, 
when nearly 800 independent ga- 
rage and service station operators 
were entertained at an educational 
meeting on mechanical matters of 
interest to the entire trade, held 
in the grand ballroom of the Hotel 
Vancouver. 

Four moving pictures dealing 
with the everyday problems of the 
garage and service station opera- 
tors were presented. S. J. Parkin- 
son, Pacific coast zone manager, 
introduced C. E. McTavish, director 
of parts and service at Oshawa. 
Also included among the visitors 
was W. D. Fielding, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager in charge of 
western Canada; G. A. Weltz, ser- 
vice promotion manager at 
Oshawa, and S. B. Hester, United 
Motors Service division, Oshawa. 


New Oil Filter 


CEDAR FALLS, Ia.—A new oil filter 
and filter cartridge have just been an- 
|nounced by Bolser Corp. here, manu- 
facturers of truck flares and truck 
safety equipment. 





WHILE ENGLISH women take over 


as bus and tram conductors to do their 


fforts, their American cousins are pitching in, too. More than 80 
New "york Remaoutens. college girls and young business women attended first 
meeting of Willys-Overland Motor Defense corps — a nationwide school for 


training women as automotive technicians for emergency defense work. 
d an enrollment of several thousand in large cities, it isi 
ones Se ee Pickett, Willys distributor in New York, explains what 


reported. Here A. W. 
makes a car go. 


The 








Personnel 
Used Car Auction 


Wholesale Prices 
St. Louis 


New Ideas in Dealer Buildings . . . 


(Automotive News welcomes pictures of new dealer showrooms, 
used car lots, etc.) 











March 13 
(Sold to dealers only) 
Condi- Sales 
Make Model tion Price 
1941 Model 
Ford 85 Tudor Vv $505 
1940 Models 
can + te va 650 
Buick runk Coach -G. 575 
Chevrolet Coach vo 485 
Chevrolet Coach .G. 445 
Chevrolet Coach V.G. 420 
Chevrolet Pickup V.G. 345 
Chrysler Sedan V.G. 480 
Dodge Coach V.G. 400 
Ford Del Tudor V.G. 375 
Ford 85 Tudor Gees a. 
60 Coupe 001 
FRONT VIEW of the new modern establishment, recently moved into b Seven os 
Star Garage (Buick-Oldsmobile), Carlisle, Pa. W. J. Fetter, owner, has been ent eka VG. 515 
in the automobile business since 1914. Mercury Sedan V.G. 500 
° Mercury — va Soe 
Nash onv. -G. 
Banker Urges Finance Men |*“ Forder | 4, VG. 0 
1939 Models 
T. k . e ° Buick —— 73 os 
Buick Sedan -G. 
o Back Uniform Legislation) = Ses 
Chevrolet Sedan V.G. 390 

i ‘ Chevrolet Coach V.G. 365 
SPSHICAGO ‘ae the keen | COmtends that the industry has | chevrolet Coach V.G. 360 
competition which " bane have | Cem, Weak in this regard. On this —— po _- & 

i i : hevrole -G. 

given to finance companies in the| Tt has been unfortunate that the|Stevost Same VG, 40 
battle for retail automobile paper,| finance business has not dealt di- | Chevrolet Coupe V.G. = 
the financing industry is still able|rect with the people who are re- Gheveaet Wy — pon 
to “point with pride” to a promi-| sponsible for its very existence and De Soto Coupe V.G. 310 
nent Chicago cons who a so has ignored their interests in| Dodge %-Ton ~ 
be a greater friend = adviser of | favor of the dealer. The neglect ae os tame Good 325 
finance men than if he were one|of the buyer’s interests has un- Ford 85 Del. Tudor V.G. 295 
of them himself. doubtedly made it easier for the| Ford 85 Tudor V.G. 285 

T i is Arth 7 Good 275 

he man in question is Arthur/banks to acquire business that | Ford &5 Tudor V.G. 265 
W. Newton, vice-president of First l Ford 60 Tudor .G. 

: , fi would otherwise have gone to| Fora 85 Tudor Good 250 
National Bank. He has been a fix-| finance companies.” Ford Pickup V.G. 240 
ture on the convention programs High praise belongs to the| Ford 85 = vo a 
of finance associations for years,| finance companies, the author co a VG 395 
eae Pe is lente are = states, for their ability to triumph | Mercury Sedan VG. 355 
au e i ; Pl th edan -G. 
the March issue of Time Sales aor obstacles, including a great Plymouth Coupe V.G. 300 
Fi ; th ekeh towne deal of misrepresentation. Plymouth Sedan Good 300 

eae a. oe = =e f|... rhe finance business has seen | Plymouth Coupe V.G. 390 
Sales. wee en an on a ae in many vicissitudes and it has come een ja Ta i 

ales Fina -8, a OW, through with flying colors,’ New- ie 
ee of the American Finance | ton states. , ei 1908 Models es ite 

onference. Good 265 

h let Coach 

Writing on “A Banker Looks aes Coupe V.G. 265 
at Installment Financing,” New- ‘ Chevrolet Coach Good - 
ton makes a strong plea for a rinte oras —— = — 2 
uniform bill covering motor ve- Chevrolet Coupe Good 215 
hicle financing. On this point he Belt Catalog Ford — cs; = 
says that such a law “not only! AKRON.—Telling the story of the | £0" Coupe Good 190 
gives very considerable protection | theories and principles which underlie | Fora 85 Tudor Good 180 
to the buyer of the car but pro- | Copstriction of its cord conveyor belt. | yord 85 Coupe vo. 30 

: : : udor air 
vides that he is to know just|have been obtained through its use, |]inzep. Sedan V.G. 305 
what he is paying for the financing | B. F. Goodrich Co.. has just published | pontiac Coach Fair 205 
and for the insurance; if this act — catalog section on the 1937 Models “sa 
has the backing of the finance : ees Chevrolet Coac .G. 
i h V.G. 210 
industry as a whole and were On Synthetic Rubbers bt as Good 210 
brought before the various state . —— ~“, An cane pees Chevrolet Coach vc. 200 

: * 00 e r o oO t Coach 
oe yee ge = —— foptalation to synthetic rubbers, manufactured by yap Coach Fair 175 
ward off unfavorable legisla * _|the Hydrocarbon Chemical & Rubber | pe goto Coupe Fair 130 

“The fact that there is, or at/Co., is now available upon request. Dodge Sedan Good 190 
any rate has been, some prejudice a Dodge Sedan Good 
b , th 1 public against New Display Guide Dodge Coach Fair 150 
a a 2 . NEWTON UPPER FALLS, M Dodge Coach — 2 
finance companies suggests. the Sh of Products C ae Dodge %-Ton Panel Bad 62 
: * tion Sherman aper roauc orp. as Ford Tudor Fair 185 
necessity for their coopera just issued a new Display Guide, cov- | Ford — Geen (a8 
antec oe Seior = Good 180 
oO ‘or u 

i sed griev- Pre-Finished Metals Ford 85 Tudor Good 150 
ce O68 ny epee & Ill Ider, giving th 60 Tudor Good 150 
ance. It is, therefore, very much| ,, FEED, Ill-A folder, giving the re- | Ford or a (i 

busi- | @tionship between fluorescent lighting | Ford Gua aa 
to the interest of the finance busi-| qxtures and pre-finished metals, has| Ford 85 Coach 00! 
ness that its operators should take} been released by American Nickeloid | Ford Tudor Good 130 
tand regarding legisla- | Co. here. Ford 85 Tudor Fair 125 
ti = wee alnien .= Rin ‘ ual —— se voy Pair "32 
“on . : Piston g Man Hudson edan 
Newton makes a strong issue} g7T, LOUIS.—A 32-page piston ri LaSalle Ragen ater) Good 180 
out of the public relations phase | service manual, covering # © practi eee ¢ = aaa Fair 170 
of finance company operations, and | Phases of piston ring and piston eX: | Olasmobile Sedan Cr. Block 165 
lished by Ramsey Accessories Mfg. in” =O “dom — 
OED.. DOTS. dan Fair 80 
© ee" Willys Se 
Ser vice Standard Parts Discounts 1986 Models a ae 
CHICAGO. —A revised schedule of| Buick a Bad 95 
Is Ex anded prevailing discounts on fastening de- oe oo aan Good 170 
P Ficeg_gueh a bolt. nuts, serews, [chevrolet = Cones Gd es 
BRIDGEPORT, Conn.—A re- such merchandise, from Manufacturers owes —— P tone be 
vised shop schedule, which other crew Products here. Sais Soaahs Bad 100 
ealers may find desirable to ae Dodge Sedan Bad 85 
adopt to mest the increasing de- OMT Ready: tor aistribution| Fora quer aise 
mands for service by workers in |} ,, Pio" {941° Fifth Annual Edition of| Ford Tudor V.G. 155 
the defense industries and by || shippers’ Motor Freight Guide pub-| Ford Tudor Good 6 
other car owners whose busi- || lished by Trucking News, official pub- Oldsmobile Sedna — = 
ness has been accelerated, is || lication of Michigan Trucking Assn. | Packard edan Far 95 
that established by J. Schiott, Ri Leaflet Plymouth Coach air ; 
owner of Blue Ribbon Garage || prrrssuRGH Types of automobile Plymouth Sedan ger 8 
here. piston, rings used 10 restore Derform-|Fontisc ‘Tudor, © Gond 430 
‘ - |} ance in ca Fal 100 
In order to make it more con ear conditions are explained in a Sendcbaher Sofan von - 
venient for those who find it || new leaflet published by Koppers Co., 
difficult to have their cars and || American Hammered Piston Ring di- ae 5008 Models satel pm 
trucks serviced during regular || vision. ‘ee a as iam Fair 90 
business hours, he has estab- Lathe Catalog Chevrolet Sedan Pair = 
lished 24-hour service. The shop SOUTH BEND.—South Bend Lathe | Chevrolet 7 Bad 380 
is open to provide parts and re- || Works has issued 8 aay gener) vara Goune 4 82 
pair service on a regular basis ae ‘South Bend back-geared, | Ford ans bd = 
SOT Tee ete ey nd er ee eens for meee work. | tanelio Sedan Good 115 
every day except we and || ing, tool room and general shop wo Oldsmobtle Coupe Good 85 
Sunday, and up to 5:00 p.m. on F Reports Oldsmobile Coac a 
’ ‘arm Repo d. Good 90 
Saturdays. Arrangements have || cycago.—Detailed statistical data, | Pontiac vordor Se — F 
been made for special emer- || tncluding the number of farm imple- 4 Model 
gency service outside these ||/ment dealers, the number gf tractors rn 1906 i ~ — 45 
: : 4 tates and counties, e as, 
hours, and at any time during 2 &. a crops, and many | Ford Tudor Fair 75 
the 24 hours of the day the car |} other items, may be found wn Lg mora Del. Coupe Fair 45 
can be left or called for. 1941 edition of Farm Facts an gures, Ford Tudor Bad 2 


being distributed by Chek-Chart Corp. 
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_ : Ol — ; troit — News; 
1937 ADVERTI SED Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati— Post; De ; 
Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and Chicage—Horeld-dmorioun; Wt. uie~Glebo-ttemnenal: 


used cars, as advertised in local newspapers. SEDAN ii pe * : 

: ; . a—J ; — : homa Cit 
prices only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- Used Car Se img rices = a aa soy ies " 
operating include: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, For Week Ending Mar. 16 a oman, ’ ; S 


Jou: : . ; on in; Pittsburgh Examiner; Seattle—Times. 
ournal American; Philadelphia—Bulletin ittsburg (Copyright 1901-—Autemetive News) 








Boston New York Phila. Pittsb’rg Cin’nati Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Houston Okla. City Denver Los Angeles Seattle Natl. Avg. 



























































Buick Series 40 195- 785| 795- 125| 745- 725| 745- 695| 775 | 695- 597| 795- 665 | |_ 795 5 | 795- 748| =| 910 | 785-706 
= 665- 545| 675- 545| 625- 465| 595- 545| 625- 539| 595- 435| 595- 445| 545- I 685- ol 650- oe | eS 645- 5- 535| 725- 595| 685 | 625- 515 
$8] 525-465 | 545- 445| 495- 395| 475- 425| 495- 395| 425- $89| 495- 345| 438- 395| 495- 395| 565- 386| 550 | 485- 475| 565- 494| 610- 575| 512- 425 
435- 295| 425- a 385- a. 389- a 420- 295| S75- 235| 395- 245| 385- 295| 395- 295| 445- 195| 350 “ 395- a 525- 275| 510- 485| 416- 295 
Cadillac 60 Special 40] 1450-1100 | 935 | 1095 Nl s__ |__| ee LE |_| ___| 4176-1100 
Ne —— 795 [ae ! 985 | | 1095 =e a 995 | 1145 | 1008- 902 
88] 825- 695| 625 PL | 785- 685 | = bent Oe | 781- 690 
"$7 495- 429 | | | =| | 445 | 425 | 595- 575| 695 520- 502 
Chevrolet Master 40] 695- 525| 645- 447| 585- 495| 650- 569| 599- 398| ¢ : 625- my 675- = a 525| 645- 525| 585- 495| 645- 495| 675- 625| 695- 545| 710- 645| 645- 515 
$9] 545- 410| 495- 369| 445- 395| 489- 425| 495- 204| 435- 345| 465- 375| 515- 425| 495- 395| 495- 425| 495- 445| 545- 424| 550- 495| 575- 645 | 602- 412 
$8] 445- 320] | 385 l | 445- 297| 365- 249| 385- 325| 395- 345| 395 | 345 | 385 | 445- $47 | 445- 365 | | 408- $21 
$7) __350- 275| 195 | 295- 255| 239 | 845- 185| 205- 175| 345- 195| 315- 245! 325- 195| 295- 129| 250 | 385- 205| 295 | 425- 865| S11- 231 
Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 695- 545| 665- 495| 675 Nl | 548 | 615- 469| 595- 495| 595 | 570 |_645- 500| 695- 550| 695- 625| 688- 645| | 640- 540 
$0] 525- 445| 515- 425| 495- 468| 495- 459| 525- 397| 469- 350| 495- 425| 485- 465 | 5|s«|:«CO5- 495| 565- 505| 565- 450| 575- 485| 625- 685] 593-458 

88] 445- 365| 379 | 400 | 425- 410| 420 | 399- 260| $75- 345| 399- 375| 375 | 385- 249| 425- 380| 465- 375| 465- 395| 495 = 

87) 345-275 295 $45- 287| 295- 185| 345- 265| 325- 295| 245 225 285- 247| 365 449- 245| 485 

ON cnc ida I cecal OI icin cil en ici aces | = om 
) ce | 645 | 545- 465 | l | | 597- 595 | | | | 598- 526 
——— et 495- 425 | | 425- 265 | | 495- 395| 445- $75 | 465- 365| 385- 378 | | 519 l | 487- 445 | | | 464- 378 
"87 395- 295) 215 | 350- 295| 345- 295] 365- 295| 295- 265] 325-175] 325-245) 215 | | 350- 195] 297 |_ 469- 460| 328- 280 
De Soto 0] 645 | 729 | 635 | 699 l | 649- 595| 665- 625 | | | 795 | l | 795 | |_702- 610 
39] 595- 550| 475 l | 589 | 500- 430| 579- 425| 535- 469 | l | 525 l {545 | 750 | 566- 468 
$8] 435 | 398- 375] | 433- 319| 480 | 339 | 485- 345| 425- 365| 365 | 425 | 465- 385] 499- 495 | | 427- 380 
*$7)__379- 295| 367- 325| 295 333 265- 195| 345- 245| $25- 278| 3875- 345| 265 297 |_365- 285] $25- 225| 469- 395| 339- 288 
Dodge 40] 795- 550| 685- 625| 645- 590| 745- 645| 685- 595| 685- 525| 645- 585! 575 | 675- 645| 742 | _ 695 |_735- 685| 795- 695 | | 700- 614 
"39 615- 495| 545- 398| 545- 445| 565- 509| 595- 439| 469- 397| 595- 395| 485- 475| 545- ss. 595- 575| 467 | 579- 498| 595- 585| 685- 645| 562- 480 
88) 439- 375| 435- 215| 435- 325| 439- 349| 495- 375| 460- 275| 398- 295| 385- 365| si | 417 _____—*«| 417 | 525-399 | 545-395| 616 «| -465- 837 

87] 375- 270| 347- 190| 355- 245| $45- 295| 375- 295| 325- 215| 375- 245| 325- 275| 375- 5 (_325- 245] 297-295 | 375- 295) 435- 345| 645- 450| 870- 282_ 
Ford V-8 “85” 40) 575- 450| 525- 445| 585- 435| 525- 499| 625- 583| 549- 379| 535- 465| 525- 469| 545- 495) ¢€ | 565- 525| 595 | 649 ~—s|_ 525 | 565- 470 
39] 495- 350| 425 | 425- 375] 475- 395| 445- 292| 395- 245| 395- 360| 445- 364| 495- 375] | 465- $75 | 445 | 395 | | 442- s48 
$8] 375- 225| 299- 249| 325 | 367- 295| 196- 195| 385- 245| 349- 210| 337- 325| 375 | 385- 327| 355- 325| 425- 325| 449- 395|  ~*«|:~‘S51- 283° 
87) 265- 175| 247- 245| 266- 155| 250- 195| 295- 145| 215- 125| 267- 115| 245- 179| 295- 245| 295- 99| $25- 287| 3$45- 185| 289- 195| 895 | 285-177, 





















































Ford V-8Deluxe _—_—"404)_ 645-595 595- 525| 595- 550| 595- 539| | 585- 475 | 645- | 645- 495| 645 | 665- 565| 745- 695| 675- 637] 640- 557 
——_____ 80] 545- 395| 477- 385| 475- 375| 465 _—«|-449- 895| 445- 289| 469- 385| 478- 445] | 545- 495| 445 | 583- 450] 545- 445| 565 | 495- 406 

88] 425- 345| | 410- 285] 350- $19| 395- 238| 395- 295| $85- 325| | | 425- 350] 425- 295| 495- 377| | 409- 314 

87] (275- 165| 220- 190| | 225- 219| 288- 227| 199- 139| 195 | 265 | | 267- 210] 385 | 328 | 325 | 265- 192 

Hudson Six "404 665- 25 625- i —-% | 645- 495| 499- 450| 595 | | | | |_645- 479 | | | 610- 513 
(112) 39] 5- 439 | | 495 | 465- 415 | [475 | 475- 395] 499 | | 484- 416 

83] 395- a | 275 445- 369 | | 345- $25] | 345 | | 469- $25| 425 —«|-«499 | 397- 340 

(Terraplane) °87] ] | 350 | 295- 239| $45- 185| 265- 159] 265- 245| | 225 | | 295- 195| 249 | 295 | 287- 204 
In-Zephyr *40] 1085- 995| 845- 797| 945- 835| 895 825- 745] _ l | 995 | 975 | 945- 843 

80] 789- 645| 825- 595| 645- 495| 735- 695| 795- 595| 599- 495| 695- 5678| 575- 495| 645 | 695- 675; —Ss—s=«édY;«C%T6S- 695 | 695 +~| +849 | 708- 596 

"88 545- 525| 495- 475| 550- 475| 495 | 445 | 495- 395 | 445 | 425- 395 | 595- 445) 495- 400 | | 495 | 550 | —sédL;:«S«SOS- 4a 

"87 -395- 295| 345- 325| | 395- 279| 295- 269| 259- 229| 325- 250| 285- 225| 275- 265| 345 | | 395- 360] 445 | 342- 277 

40] 745- 665| 795- 645| 745- 645| 695- 645| 750- 645| 659- 545| 719- 689| 695- 675| 675- 645| 787 | 695 | 745- 697| 795- 695 | | 730- 654 

89) 645- 495| 595- 525| 545 | 585- 495| 545 | 489- 429| 595- a 595- 498| 525 | | 505 «=| 645~—~C—‘O;SC*OGSC~ESC=<‘<i<i<CS*é*d;*«C A 

Nash Ambassador Six _°40] , : 625 | 695 ! 625 | S| S| | | CS - | aed >a FF HS | | 845 | 661- 661 
ml 515 a ee a “+ 6 5 | | 557 | ~d«<|~té‘«;*~*é*™Y:*C« = 4 

| 395- 388| 399 | | | 425 | | 695- 558] 480- 473 

a 345- 5 | | $99- sp : 375 | 325 l | 361- 340 

(60) 40] '725- 635| 665 | 625- = 725- 675| 695- 569| 675- | = 699- 7 695- saat 695- a 695 , |_695- 690 | | 895 | 707- 630 

39) 669- 495| 575- 395| 495- 475| 585- 479| 575- 399| 545- 397| 575- 465| 495- 445 | = | 565- 495] 495 | 590- 495| 645- 545| 745- 689| 575- 477 

"38 495- 395/425 | 395-365] 444- 395) 465- 325| 435- 335| 525- 345! 445- 325 | | 395-375] 495 | 490- 346| 645- 375| 595 | 467- 858 

"879 395- 280| 245 | 395- 345] 279 | 375- 295| 345- 259| 350- 265| 350- 315 | oar 310 | 887- $25| 485- $65| 565- 475| 368- S21 

sadiaaiiiaes 40) 795- 690| 695 l | 695 l | 685- 555| 745- 695| 745 | 795- 745| 745 | 745 | | 860- 795 | | 750- 696 
89) 695- 615 | | 545 | 595 | 695- 580| 545- al 535- 495 | | 685- 595 ___| | 650 | 695- 645, | 621- 566 

"884 525- 425) | 495- 400| 465 | 333 | 435- 425] 495- 425 | | 435 —«| | 525 —«|:«B65- 465| ~~ ~~~*«| «475-428 

87] 425- 325| 295- 259| 370 | 375- 345| 325- 295] 265- 225| 345- 299| | 875- 365| 345 | 395 | 394 | 525. | S70- S02 

Plymouth "40 657-445 | 595- 445| 595- 495| 569- 555| 595- 545| 495- 460| 579- 485| 575 | 665- 625| | 500 —|_«665- 584| | 695 | 600- 515 
jan pe "39] 545- 390| 499- 297 | 495- 395| 469- 465| 485- 295| 449- 325] 495- 365] 450- 425| 495- 395| 299 oe) es eo 
88) 445- 375 | 385- 225) 395- 275| 395- 345] 340- 295| 375- 227| 345- 260| 365-325] 395- 295) 299- 295| 387- 7- 365 | 398- 295/485  —«| «439 +~=«|:~«S89- 208 

"S74 395- 225| 285- 195| $25- 265| 375- 285| 875- 275| 249- 165| 325- 195| 285 | 365- 235| 327- 225| 295- 285| 365- $45| 365- 295| 299 | 880- 250° 

Plymouth Deluxe 40 669- 545| 695- 575| 615- 595| 595- 569| 625- 445] - a a 495 | 588- 525| 675- 550| 727- 465| 545 | 675- 545| 675- 595| 725 |_636- 540 
aucune 89) 525- 475| 495- 425| 551- 395] 495- 465| 525- 399) 44 - 375| 495- 40 495- sal a 296 || 497-485 | 475- 465| 565- 449| 610- 569 569 | 510- 438 
88] 425- 345| 399- 375| 395- 325 | 425- 289| 3 or oar ts 345 | 445 | ~465- 385| 495- 475| 416- 353 

= 345- 295 | | 245 | 275 | 375- $25| 279- 199| 250- 245| 319- | 295- aa = — es ee HS 879- 299| 475- 468| $13- 288° 

Pontiac Six "404 775- 625| 745- 625| 635- 545| 695- 659| 685- 668| 625- 589| 695- 595 | | 595 _—|_-695- 675| 695 | 685- 595| 745 | 795 | 697- 608 
89] 645- 475| 545- 465| 475- 395| 550- 465| 645- 438| 495- 399| 595- 475| 495 | 45 —C«& | 485 __—*|:-585- 645| 595- 495| | B41- 462° 

$8] 495- 375 | 445- 420| | 450- 395] 395- 389| 385- 375| 445- 365| 345 | | 385 | 485 | 485- $85] 425- 377, ~*«|~+426- $85 

87) 425- 325| 425- 295| $10- 245| 365 | $75- 275] 339- 189] 345- I | $75- 225| 345- 285| 295- 285| 345- 225| 895- 265| 395 | 364- 262 

Studebaker Champion 40] | 5%5- 478| | | 495 | |_ 535 | 550 —s|_-625 | | | 595 | 765 | 590- 478 
39) 575 | 495- 467 | l | 435 | 425 | 445 = | 425 | | | 497 | | 625. | 490- 467_ 

Studebaker Commander '40] 795 | | | ors | | 735- 579| 699 |_ 745 |_ 695 | 845 | | |_ 875- 795 | | 752- 687 
89] 595- 495| 519- 395| 495- 445 | 615 | | 495- 465| 525 | 595 | | | | 74 oe j- 665| 835 | 587- 493 

88) 475- 465| 395 | 445- my | 460 ——|_-845 | 389- 380| 345- 325 | | 445 | | | 395 —*«|:«695- 525| 439- 426 

(Dictator) °37 as 315| 445- 395| 340- 268° 

Willys 40] 440 | 419- 295 | | 469- 419| | 415 | | | 495 | | | | 495- 439 | | 456- $84 
39] | | 295 | | | | | | |_ 375 | fl | 895- 343 | | 355- $43 

—__ 88 —~—~*é<Y:«é- 1G] 18SCd | | |_265- 195 | | | “a | | |_| 216-175 














215- 195| 195- 149 


National Average, All Makes, Mar. 16—$517-$443 

National Average, All Makes, Mar. 9—$529-$444 

Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 

This is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car prices ‘ 
sed Car prices in Cleveland. Indianapolis, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week 
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the 4th Dimension 
Oil Companies’ Campaigns; 
Pessimism Ruled Out 
By Pete Wemhoff 


Oil 

Extensive advertising campaigns 
by oil companies this spring are 
indicated by recent announcements, 
including those by American Oil 
Co., Sun Oil Co. and Atlantic 
Refining Co. 


In a campaign scheduled to start 
Apr. 15, American will concentrate 
on newspapers. A total of 437 
dailies from Maine to Florida and 
extending westward into Ohio will 
be used. Joseph Katz Co. has the 
account. 


Sun Oil Co., through Roche, Wil- 
liams & Cunnyngham, will break 
a campaign in April in 350 news- 
papers from Maine to Virginia, in 
Florida and west to Ohio and 
Michigan. The drive will be on its 
Nu-Blue Sunoco gasoline, for which 
continued sales expansion is re- 
ported. The Lowell Thomas news 
broadcasts continue. 

Atlantic has announced that it 
has scheduled the largest program 
of commercially sponsored broad- 
casts of major and minor league 
baseball games in its history. Using 
the facilities of 46 stations from 
Maine to Florida, the company will 
broadcast some 2,400 games. N. W. 
Ayer & Son, Inc., has the account. 


Dealer 

Well-placed newspaper advertise- 
ments brought in buyers for 116 
used cars valued at $36,159 during 
a two-day week-end sale held re- 
cently by Mallon Suburban Motors, 
East Orange (N. J.) Pontiac deal- 
ers. 

Advertising consisted of teas- 
ers Thursday and Friday with 
a full-page ad Saturday listing 
the major number of cars in 
the sale with a description and 
price of each. However, Mallon 
executives believe that the full- 
page ad brought in the buyers, 
since it was the result of the 
accumulative effort of consistent 
advertising throughout the year. 
Total cost of the advertising was 

$726 or $6.26 per car sold. Of the 
116 cars sold during the two days, 
72 involved trade-ins, while 44 were 
clean deals. Nineteen of the trade- 
ins were junked. 


Expanded 


Plans for expanded trade paper 
advertising this year have been 
announced by Ethyl Gasoline Corp. 
Magazine and farm paper schedules 
are on about the same basis as in 
1940. Ethyl dropped network radio 
last year and has made no further 
plans for it, it is announced. 
BBD&O has the account. 


More than 15 percent of the pas- 
senger cars in the country now use 
Ethyl] fluid, and nearly 200 refiners 


-WANT ADS 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AvuToMoTIVE News, DETROIT 














BUYER WANTED 


Ae IS 

AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION SYSTEM — 
Complete—(4) Notices, (3) Final Forms. 
Samples, literature and testimonials sent 
FREE. Guaranteed. Write today. Mer- 
cantile Forms Company, 11 Avon Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 





FOR RENT 


ATTENTION manufacturers’ agents — va- 
cant store in block occupied by manu- 
facturers’ agents, 2186 E. Grand Bivd., 
corner Milwaukee, Detroit; $50 month. 
Union Guardian Trust Co. Cherry 9300. 





FOR SALE 








AN AUTOMOBILE agency, new building, 
repair shop; body, fender and painting 
department, complete with tools and 
equipment of latest design Filling sta- 
tion in connection and located on city | 
route, east-west U. S. arterial highway, 
in a city of over 70,000 population. For | 
further information write Coe Hottle| 
Realty Co., 318 Harrison St., Davenport, 
Ia. | 

POSITION WANTED 

SALES MANAGER of automobile agency; 
20 years experience as dealer, whole- | 
sale representative and sales manager 
for volume dealer. Box 267, Automotive 


News, Detroit. 


are now selling it, Ethyl has re- 
ported. The proportion of Ethyl] to 
all gasoline sold doubled between 
1935 and 1940, and continues to 
mount with the “trend toward 
higher-compression motors.” 


Switch 

John R. Buckley, publisher of 
Cosmopolitan Magazine, announces 
that Paul Fish, formerly on the 
staff of the American Weekly in 
Detroit, has been appointed man- 
ager of the Detroit office of Cosmo- 
politan. 


Fish had been with American 
Weekly for 10 years, seven in St. 
Louis, one in New York and the 
last two in Detroit. 


Mag 

Presentation issue of Design for 
Living, new young woman’s maga- 
zine now being prepared by the 
Popular Science Publishing Co., 
will be turned over to staff circula- 


tion salesmen Apr. 1. 

It’s the first woman’s magazine 
published by the company, which 
since 1872 has appealed editorially 
to all-man markets through pub- 
lication of Popular Science Month- 
ly and Outdoor Life. Designed for 
“smart young homemakers,” De- 
sign for Living, is aimed at young 
home economists, as well as fac- 
ulty members of prep, vocational 
and university classes throughout 
the country. 


First consumer copy will be on 
newsstands in September. 


Future 

No reason for pessimism as to 
the future of advertising is seen 
by Editor & Publisher which, in 
an editorial on “Advertising and 
Defense,” declares: 


“Uneasiness that verges on pes- 
simism has been expressed in pri- 
vate talks by men who believe 
they are in close touch with busi- 
ness, concerning the employment 
of advertising by concerns heavily 
involved with national defense pro- 
duction. The fear seems to be that 
demands of the defense program 
may become so heavy that manu- 
facture of goods for the consumer 
market may be reduced to mini- 
mum replacement levels, thereby 
creating a strong seller’s market. 


“Our own observations to date 
do not confirm that view. All of 
the major motor manufacturers, 
for instance, are proceeding with 
normal newspaper advertising 
schedules this spring. 


“Manufacturers whose plants are 
given almost entirely to defense 
production can learn from British 
experience that it is good business 
to keep their names and reputa- 
tions alive among their former 
customers for consumer’ goods. 
Any other course means yielding 
their peace-time markets to realis- 
tic competitors who keep their 
advertising alive. Regardless of all 
the long faces that are being made 
about the future of the world when 
peace returns, it must not be for- 
gotten that there will still be hun- 
dreds of millions of people to be 
housed, fed and clothed, and that 
job will have to be done regardless 
of debts or dictators.” 


Quiz 

F. Lee Johnston, in his regular 
weekly program (“Your Job and 
Mine”) over CKLW, Detroit, next 
Tuesday (Apr. 1 at 8:30 p. m.), 
will interview Chris Sinsabaugh, 
editor of AUTOMOTIVE News. John- 
ston, a director of Detroit Ad- 
craft Club, is vice-president of 
Advertising Services. 


H. H. Martin 


Funeral services were held last 
week in Boston for Harold H. 
Martin, who for many years han- 
dled automotive advertising for 
Boston Transcript. He had worked 
on the Transcript for 43 years, 
retiring two years ago. 


Anni 
Chevrolet’s consumer magazine, 
Friends, will celebrate its second 
anniversary with its May issue, 
with a total circulation of nearly 
1,000,000 subscribers monthly. 


MORE THAN a hundred Nash dealers from the 
by special train last week to Kenosha, 
Nash automobiles for delivery to local buyers. Shown 
the driveaway in Kenosha are, left to right, W. A 
Nash; George B. Albrecht, 


R. A. DeVlieg, works manager, Nash, and Meade Moore, chief engineer of Nash. 





Philadelphia area journeyed 
Wis., to take back a big fleet of new 
at the luncheon preceding 
. Blees, general sales manager, 


general manager of Nash Motors of Philadelphia; 


Graham-Paige Starts Anew 


As Supplier 


DETROIT.—Manufacture of mo- 
tor parts for the aviation, marine 
and automotive industries has 
been undertaken by Graham-Paige 
Motors Corp. here. 

With $19,500,000 in orders for 
aircraft and marine engine parts 
and naval ordnance parts on hand, 


Feb. Sales Drop 
Below Record Jan. 


In New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS.—Dropping be- 
low the all-time high sales level 
for January, new car and truck 
registrations here in February con- 
tinued at a level above recent 
months. 

Total passenger car deliveries in 
February reached 840 in the city, 
compared with 1,004 in January. 
The February sales were well 
ahead of last year and other recent 
months with the exception of 
January. 

The 10 highest in registration 
were Ford 189, Chevrolet 173, 
Plymouth 92, Oldsmobile 65, Pon- 
tiac 60, Buick 58, Studebaker 47, 
Dodge 32, Cadillac 25 and Nash 19. 

Leading truck sales were Chev- 
rolet 44, Ford 43, International 25, 
Dodge 8 and GMC 7. 





Buick Speeds 
Dealer Deliveries 


FLINT.—Elimination of approxi- 
mately three days in transmitting 
Buick new car orders from dealers 
to the production line by the wide- 
spread use of new General Motors 
communications system and rear- 
rangement of internal orders han- 
dled at the factory, is disclosed by 
W. F. Hufstader, Buick general 
sales manager. 

Using a special code device to 
facilitate transmission of orders 
from 27 zone offices, the installa- 
tion of the system has caused a 
50 percent speedup in getting deal- 
ers’ orders into production, Huf- 
stader said. He declared it has 
streamlined this phase of the sales 
department’s activity and greatly 
facilitated the whole system of 
Buick car distribution, by which 
orders are translated into new car 
deliveries in the shortest space of 
time. 


Tighe Succeeds Berrien 


As Manager of PATA 
PHILADELPHIA. Frank P. 
Tighe, automotive editor and adver- 
tising man, has been named general 
manager of Phila- 
delphia Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. 
by J. Eustace 
Wolfington, asso- 
ciation  presi- 
dent. Tighe suc- 
ceeds William P. 
Berrien, who is 
retiring after 
serving as execu- 
tive secretary of 
the association for 
the past 11 years. 
Tighe has been 
editor of Automobile Trade Journal 
and associate editor of Motor Age. 
In 1937, as a member of the staff 
of Roche, Williams and Cunnyng- 
ham, Ine., Chicago 
agency, he worked public relations 
at Studebaker Corp. in South Bend. 





Frank Tighe 


advertising | 


of Motor Parts 


the company feels that is in 
“far better position to predict 
profitable operations than in pre- 
vious years, when motor vehicle 
sales were so largely indetermin- 
ate, selling expenses and raw ma- 
terial inventories so high, and 
markets so competitive,” accord- 
ing to J. B. Graham, president. 


Suspending motor car operations 
in July, the company in 1940 had a 
net loss of $1,484,150 against $1,- 
406,627 in 1939. Loss last year re- 
sulted largely from lack of suf- 
ficient working capital to maintain 
continuous operations. It also re- 
flected write-offs of tools and dies 
which became unnecessary when 
the company suspended automo- 
bile manufacture and a loss in- 
curred in the sale of service parts 
as inventory. 

The new tools required for the 
manufacture of defense engine 
parts and other production are be- 
ing obtained largely by lease from 
the Defense Plant Corp. while the 
working capital required to finance 
materials and payrolls is being ob- 
tained by advances from the RFC 
and major customers. With much 
of surplus plant space sold or 
leased to other manufacturers, the 
company’s fixed overhead plant 
costs have been substantially re- 
duced. Administrative costs also 
are lower, due to the changed 
character of the company’s busi- 
ness. 

Operating losses will be sus- 
tained in the first quarter, but 
present outlook, officials believe, is 
for break-even or profitable opera- 
tions in the second quarter and a 
first half loss considerably below 
the $546,642 net loss reported for 
the first half of 1940. 

Already in limited production on 
some items the company’s ship- 
ments by the end of May are 
scheduled to be running $300,000 
a month, $500,000 a month by the 
end of July, $750,000 a month by 
the end of January, and $1,000,000 
a month in the early spring. 

Backlog is comprised of a $10,- 
000,000 sub-contract from Wright 
Aeronautical Corp. for connecting 
rods and articulating rods for the 
1,400 h.p. Cyclone engine “to be 
built by Wright in the new Cin- 
cinnati plant,” more than $5,000,- 
000 in initial orders for parts for 
the Sterling Engine Co., 1,200 h.p. 
Admiral Naval “Mosquito Boat” 
motor, $3,000,000 for naval gun 


it 


parts, and $1,500,000 miscellaneous 
aircraft and marine engine parts. 





‘Car Transport 


Company Offers 
Bonded Service 


DETROIT. Announcement was 
made last week of a new plan to 
deliver new automobiles to dealers 
by transport, every car to be backed 
up by an iron-clad surety certificate 
that the car has not been driven 
in transit. 

It is reported that dealers, who 
are now using the plan, are en- 
thusiastic as to its added sales 
potentialities in new car deliveries. 

Eugene A. Casaroll, president of 
Automobile Shippers, Inc., Detroit, 
which is sponsoring the plan, said, 
“This Bondelivered New Car 
Transport Plan has been in process 
of development for many months. 
It is now in widespread use by 
many hundreds of dealers and will, 
in our opinion, have a very direct 
result in more sales of new cars 
that are Bondelivered. 

“In Bondelivered cars, we give 
the dealer, who uses our trans- 
port facilities, a surety certificate 
issued to us through the National 
Surety Corp. of New York, which 
protects the buyer and is definite 
assurance that the new car he buys 
has not been driven in transit.” 

Automobile Shippers, Ine., is 
among the largest transport com- 
panies in the business. Started 16 
years ago, the company has now on 
the highways 290 modern trans- 
port trucks serving dealers in 16 
states. 

Among the many promotional 
aids, available to the dealers using 
the plan, are a framed indorse- 
ment which is to be hung in the 
dealer’s salesroom; a combination 
price card and surety certificate 
holder which is attached to every 
steering wheel of display cars, 
quantities of handout folders which 
explain the plan in detail to the 
prospective purchaser, as well as 
newspaper consumer advertising 
for the public in the dealer’s own 
home newspapers. 


‘ 


Defense Activity 


Ups Feb. Sales 


In Kansas City 


KANSAS CITY. — General im- 
provement in business and con- 
sumer buying power accounted for 
increased new car sales here in 
February, the largest for the 
month since 1937. 

Jackson county recorded a 72 
percent increase over a year ago. 
Wyandotte county had 263, com- 
pared to 186 last year. 

The first two months showed an 
85 percent increase over the same 
period of last year. Chevrolet sold 
597, Ford 341, Plymouth 214. Buick, 
Oldsmobile and Pontiac doubled 
and tripled sales. 

Truck sales have increased 60 
percent, with Chevrolet, Ford and 
International leading the field. 


Feb. Sales Steady 
In Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA. New car 
sales here during February totaled 
4,223 units, a gain of 474 over the 
January total of 3,749, according to 
Philadelphia Automobile Trade 
Assn. This was a gain of 914 units 
over February, 1940. 

Commercial vehicle sales during 
February totaled 501 units as 
against 496 during January, and 
412 units sold in February last 








year, the report showed. 


were. — 


¢ 
¢ 
WORKMEN are shown at Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. factories assembling 
control surfaces for military aircraft manufactured by Martin Aircraft Corp. 
Goodyear is one of the many sub-contractors making special parts for military 
| aireraft, which will later be assembled into finished units by the plane manu- 
facturer. Several hundred men, with special training in the field of light metal 
working, are engaged in this national defense production task. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
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e en- teresting to read in the stock-|time he adjusts his great plants to present home, using a car to go to 
sales holders’ report of Hudson opera-|the giant mechanisms of conflict. and from work. 
eries. tions just made by President Barit,| It is a strange experience to watch “Planning for our aircraft fac- 
~ of that in 1940 Hudson shipped 87,900|a great industrial concern swing et oat be ae ie ee = Sevens pregustiecn Pg Oe tories, we studied availability of 
> i j > j © y dy , . yne 2 ’ ’ , ” * “ 
“aa. i tase: doce Gis Bravieae pune. ice adieat Geka ee gigantic %5x19°00-23. cirplane aiswheel ‘pneumatic, ene of maay units being | Men, Hoffman _s ia found 
Car Export shipments, due to war one it k se, Carrying On| manufactured by the company a ao national Sefenen, woe = wares | the men who will work in our 
ccess | ditions, suffered © sharp reduction, | time taking over sigantic tase for| wee C. Siuecce, vicerbretident ta charge of production of the company, ‘..5.(couth Bend aircraft, plants will 
’ ’ ca sidinme © j y come as far as mile 
nths. and as a consequence Hudson’s|the Army and Navy. But relations| manusct bf aeconuutical sales, were algo presente ene ene and V- R. Jacops,| ve and they will come by auto- 
se by gain for the entire business was 7|of mutual confidence have existed mobile. Thirty-five miles is a small 
| will, percent. In the United States, 79,-| between the Ford Motor Co. and distance for workers to come to- 
direct 979 = eee cars were reg-|the various departments of Army e - day. 
cars istered, the total representing an|and Navy for so man ears that A W h “: i for the manufac- 
; increase of 27 percent as compared |the program flows smoothly. utomotive as ington sin 0 te ao not anticipate 
give with the previous calendar year. “In World War No. 1, Ford (Continued from Page 1) shortages of men in our automo- 
rans- Taxes for the year amounted to| built ships on the assembly line for bile factories. We studied the mat- 
ficate approximately $3,500,000. the Navy—submarine chasers; for| for a specific ill. Commenting on | wise” column last week by George ter carefully before the sites of 
tional a done |the Air Corps he built the Liberty| this masterpiece of evasion, the | M. Slocum, publisher of AvtTo- our three aircraft engine plants 
which SPRING IS inspirational in other | motor; for the Army he supplied a} Senator, grown old in the service MOTIVE News, when he stated that were selected. We found that there 
finite quarters than the automobile in-| multitude of requirements in all] of labor and all liberal causes, | “I am one of those who believe was an adequate supply of men in 
_buys dustry. Yachting and motor boat-|the Allied war zones. And in World| commented bitterly: that Uncle Sam's resources are | gouth Bend, in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
to ing, for instance. The sailors feel| War No. 2 he is doing even bigger “It’s no answer at all.” practically inexhaustible.” land in Chicago, so we chose these 
‘come nea io aaa scdleeto So = a ae ee ee Men of the automotive in- three locations for our factories. 
oF anizing for the summer cam- E \ ° my a Qi , ” 
ed 16 seine. An facade of this is had ns windup, after reciting the Something Drastic a ans es ‘i Waalnnes “"Seedbaeae Seated ata priority of 
Ww _ in the appointment of our own Ford case history of the present| In Offing giving freely of their time and 'materials would offer insurmount- 
in 18 George M. Slocum as 1941 vice|defense work, Cameron said: “It PRESIDENT Roosevelt, away talents to this immense na- | able problems to car manufacture. 
in commodore of the Detroit River| is regrettable that it requires a! from Washington on a fishing tional task — are accustomed | The engineers were already pre- 
— Yachting a a Paes of aj|war to bring the country’s energy| trip in southern waters, by no to doing things in a big way. | paring substitutes for such metals 
caine dozen awe of the clubs in this to full play. It is regrettable that] means is out of touch with the By long experience they know /as aluminum and zinc, in case such 
ion Cee ce ee commodore in| we seem to know more about pro-| capital and the increasingly crit- the immensity of our produc- — substitutes should be needed, he 
o~ his own _ ae = ae eines tecting our economy than we do] jeal labor situation. ; ? tive capacity, the richness of | asserted. 
ition modore of the rosse ointe | about perfecting it. Nevertheless, This is to be kept in mind: our resources, the untapped | “Both in men and materials,” he 
he Yacht Club. a the country’s reserve energy and Roosevelt has been and is strength of our 130,000,000 peo- declared, “the needs of national 
ever resources are tremendous. And in-| strongly pre-laber. But his ple. . ‘defense come first with us. If 
y IN HIS TALK on the Ford Sun-|dustry’s part in this defense pro- every act and thought now is With this background, these th is any question of a conflict 
hich day Evening Hour over CBS, Bill| gram from the very first has been} dominated by the international men, so admirably epitomized by lin the ans for skilled labor as 
. the ae ee creditable; industry has not] ¢risis. He is going to use his Knudsen himself, are facing the between defense orders and ser 
n as L b a back at any point. In our| yast power and influence, di- present job with confidence and |1,,] production these men will 
ising apor own case there was no marking! rectly if necessary, to speed up without the qualms and quakings | 0. on defense orders. If there 
oe time waiting for orders or con-| the defense program. The Pres- of lesser figures. ‘are any bottlenecks in materials 
(Continued from Page 1) tracts, but, anticipating the need,| jdent once said, speaking of a @ | such as aluminum, zinc and nickel, 
on the CIO's petition for elections a ee _ *~ ae the feuding labor leaders, “a Refreshing 'we would be false to both our skill 
at Ford plants here was com- "aa dai adnan Gane plague on both your houses. . 'and our responsibility if we did 
pleted last week, and speedy ac- a has saved months of time. There is reason to believe that As a Cold Shower not find a way to use substitutes 
tion was expected in Washington ynly those with firsthand - expe- this is his frame of mind today A NOTED newspaperman re- |for automobile production. To cut 
‘Ss on a decision whether an election | Tience of industry can visualize the} — only more so. marked to me last week: down production materially will 
1° is to be held. oe ee Se a For the first time in a long “Whenever I think this whole | affect adversely our whole econ- 
ity Union and company attorneys on ee ae aaa en Capitol Hill and “down- thing’s a hopeless mess and ‘omy including defense.” 
; have the privilege of asking formal that it has been done and well] town” (meaning the Executive when that ‘it can’t be done’ Hoff ated ont teak tie 
| im- arguments before the NLRB in done when the overwhelming vol-| Branch) are in wholehearted feeling just about gets me o — spy Ps 
con- Washington within five days, but|'™¢ Of production bursts upon the) agreement that something drastic | down, I go to one of Knudsen’s | Corporation 3 tee hme mall 
Ofer | we. beard is expected to hasten world. When America steps in,] will have to be done about labor press conferences and come | tract, one of the — eee 
re IN formalities. If an election is or-| “2"S quickly end. leaders — labor misleaders, they away knowing that it not only | orders in the industry, pan W cee 
the dered, it probably would be held a are being called by the most sur- can be done but is being done, Pers horsepower twin-row a 
before June 1. D fi prising people — who are throw- right now. After listening to | Cyclone | engines, and was engage 
a 72 The 30-day cooling off period, re- e ense ing monkey-wrenches into Amer- theorists for years, it’s as re- |QD an ae — ~ ~ 
88°. quested by the State Labor Media- (Continued from Page 1) ica’s machinery of production. freshing as a cold shower to ee ae ae. uhenl dean 2%. 
com- tion board of the UAW-CIO in its U.S. lab oe hear somebody who knows be- | fs = scliaian 
notice of intent to strike at Ford the U. S. labor department turned Just Small cause he’s actually doing.” a 
>d an plants, expired last Friday but over four key strikes (International : i nde | Other Studebaker representa- 
same James F. Dewey, federal labor con- ae: brea —— Uni- Change ; Roads Ge tives at the meeting here included 
a ciliator, stated that there was no Hag Cy ae and vee papi BIG FIGURES don't bother Road s vet |Ken B. Elliott, vice-president in 
ulcK, intimation from union sources that} ~OTP:’, OM Which hearings will start) Defense Chief Bill Knudsen. He | § vecial Attention charge of sales; Robert F. Gloster, 
ubled an immediate strike was planned. |!™Mediately in an effort to end the! told a committee last week that ee AUTOMOTIVE indus ‘assistant sales manager, and H. M. 
Ford Motor Co. has been or-|/0"8 disputes which have tied up| seven billion dollars isn’t a stag- oa tes Gee T a a sg | Williams, New York distributor. 
d 60 dered to appear Apr. 24, in New| 4efense production in other plants.| gering sum for this country. iui In Uta ce ce pecan 
} and) york before an NLRB trial ex- In connection with the Allis- “I handled $1,800,000,000 for one | 'S @0!8, In ashington as we For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 


aminer to answer charges, brought 


Chalmers controversy, as well as 
with other important strikes, it 





company (General Motors) in one 
year,” he said. 


as in Detroit and dozens of other 
places, to make America safe. 


read George M. Slocum’s ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 
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hia to be lodged with the NLRB in its management of the struck plants,| Ina Big Way hundred million dollars worth of For Rural Mail Coaches 
second region, comprising New paying the companies involved a U — it is expected to go through WASHINGTON.—The first U. 
car York, New Jersey and part of fixed rental and outlawing strikes Bs oe hs rang = promptly. Our national highway S. highway mail coach, which 
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Hillsdale said that only 15 men in 
the grinding department were in- 
volved in the walkout, but opera- 
tions were gradually becoming cur- 
tailed. 

Last week also saw striking 
workers (CIO) of General Motors 
plants in Oakland, Calif., petition 
President Roosevelt to direct the 
OPM to force GM to meet union 
demands which included “decent 
working conditions and wages and 
not the present intolerable speedup 
and refusal to bide by the agree- 


Corp. resumed negotiations for a 
new contract. 

Disorders continued to mark the 
International Harvester’s reopen- 
ing of its struck plants in Chicago 
and Richmond, Ind. Two other de- 
fense strikes were settled last 
week, one at Walworth Mfg. Co., 
South Boston, Mass., the other at 
Pressed Steel Car Co. in Pittsburgh. 


Wis. Chrysler Dealers 
Visit Plant for Driveaway 


DETROIT.—Seven full days may 
be saved in filling dealer orders at 
the Chrysler plant here through 
the recent installation of semi- 
automatic office equipment that 
represents an investment of more 
than $100,000. 

In the new sales and planning 
contro] department 10 or 12 ma- 
chines clatter away on a 24-hour- 
a-day schedule doing almost un- 
believable things with facts and 
figures, making it possible to place 
last-minute reports concerning new 


ment.” | DETROIT. Chrysler dealers] ear orders from j 
: any locality on 
A settlement was reached last|under the Stone Motor Co., Green executive desks by a. m Tei. 
week in the Edgewater, (N. J.) Bay, Wis. distributor, arrived in| ]¢ jg also now possible to notify 
plant of Aluminum Co. of America,| Detroit last week for a two-day a dealer on the same day his 


and 3,000 workers resumed opera- 
tions at this vitally important de- 
fense plant. 


visit to the various Chrysler plants 
followed by a of 80 


| Chrysler cars. 





driveaway 


order is received, when his car 
will be shipped. 





The strike at Federal Motor; The visitors were guests of the lasm Din » Bleek 
Truck Co. here remained dead-|Chrysler Sales division, at a din- New f ropeller l nit _ THESE TWO FIGURES, shrouded in suits of white asbestos, are really fire 
bling i last week with no immedi es i : Sea . DETROIT.—Purchase of the rights | fighters ready for action at the U. S. Naval Reserve air base at Floyd Bennett 
bling locked las ( . M l- | ner anc entertainment at the] and interest of the Hyde Windlass Co Field. Built by Chief Machinist Mate John S. Schwarz of the Navy air base, 
— ate settlement in view. Federal has| Detroit-Leland hotel followed by| Bath, Me., in stock motor boat pro-| this motorcycle fire engine is designed to race to the scene of the fire at 
weney large governm *nt orders for Army | an inspection of the Chrysler Jef- pelle rs up to 50 inches in diameter high speed and smother the flames before they get out of control, or cause 
’ Was announced last wee by the ' serious damage. It is a three-wheeled unit, and carries four chemical extin- 


metal 


trucks. 


‘ferson plant. 


Federal-Mozul Corp , here, 


Kuisher tanks, 


grappling hooks and tools for emergency work. 
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Bendix B-K Vacuum Power 
Braking. World’s favorite... 
constantly improved. 





Stromberg Carburetors, fore- 
. most in consistent, endur- 
ing, good performance. 








Bendix-Weiss Constant-Ve- 

locity Universal Joints, an 

engineering triumph against 
vibration. 





Bendix Finger-Tip Gear 

Shifting, pioneer and pace- 

maker of modern gear con- 
trol. 





Bendix Brakes — hydraulic 
and mechanical—embody 
every vital braking advan- 
tage, including experience. 
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Each great plant and personnel addition— 
each fine new tool or machine —7/2@@722 





Bendix becomes better 
VA better able to... 


SERVE 
YOUR 
NEEDS! 


HATEVER Bendix produces for the cars or trucks you build or sell, your 
advantage is greatly served by the current vast and orderly expansion of 
our facilities. : 

Greater and surer productive capacity and finer equipment mean better 
Bendix Products and more of them. Newly added and highly competent engi- 
neering personnel bring fresh minds to bear on problems affecting the better 
performance of your Bendix Products. Augmented production effects econo- 
mies that flow from greater volume in both purchasing and processing . . . and 
thus often offsets the effect of adverse markets in raw materials. 

In these times, when you and all of us in our industry are under stress, when 
the eyes of Americans are turned in confidence toward the men who built the 
automotive industry to its place in the sun, you may ‘‘Depend on Bendix” to go 
all the way to serve you. 

That statement, Gentlemen, is net . . . no discount. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 


BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
In Canada: Bendix-Eclipse of Canada, Ltd., Windsor Ont. 
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